
Below is a list of words and definitions that we use in school during the 
teaching of Literacy. I hope you will find this useful. Please do not 
hesitate to contact Corrina Peachment, or your child’s teacher for 
further information. 

Phonics glossary 

Phonics – letter sounds (lower case)  

phoneme - the smallest single identifiable sound, e.g. the letters 'sh' 
represent just one sound, but 'sp' represents two (/s/ and /p/) 

blending (vb) - to draw individual sounds together to pronounce a word, 
e.g. s-n-a-p, blended together, reads snap  

segment (vb) - to split up a word into its individual phonemes in order to 
spell it, e.g. the word 'cat' has three phonemes: /c/, /a/, /t/ 

consonant blend - two (or three) letters making  a sound, e.g. br, st, fr, 
str, bl, pl 

digraph - two letters making one sound, e.g. sh, ch, th, ph,  

trigraph – three letters making one sound, e.g. igh, are, air 

vowel digraphs - comprise of two vowels which, together, make one 
sound, e.g. ai, oo, ow, ee, io 

split digraph - two letters, split, making one sound, e.g. a-e as in make or 
i-e in site 

grapheme - the written form  of a letter or a group of letters 
representing one sound, e.g. sh, ch, igh, ough (as in 'though') 

grapheme-phoneme correspondence (GPC) - the relationship between 
sounds and the letters which represent those sounds; also known as 
'letter-sound correspondences' 

VC, CVC, CCVC - the abbreviations for vowel-consonant, consonant-
vowel-consonant, consonant-consonant-vowel-consonant, which are used to 
describe the order of letters in words, e.g. am, ham, slam. 

Tricky words – these are words that con not be sounded out, e.g. the, 
come, we, what 

 



 

Grammar glossary 

Vowels – a,e,i,o,u 

Short vowel sounds – using the letter sounds, as in c-a-t or d-o-g 

Long vowel sounds – using the letter names A,E,I,O,U 

Consonants – all the letters of the alphabet that are not vowels. 

Noun - an object, place, thing e.g. boy, car, seaside, castle. 

Proper noun – name of people, places, landmarks, etc. e.g. Mrs Smith, 
Mount Everest, England 

Pronoun – This replaces a noun, e.g. he, she, it, you, they, we etc. 

Plurals – more than one, e.g. dogs, cats, boys, houses etc. 

Adjective – This describes a noun, e.g. red, heavy, cold, little etc. 

Verb – an action word, e.g. to run, to hop, to cry, to smile, to sing, to wait 
etc. 

Adverb – this describes a verb, e.g. swim slowly, talk quietly, run fast etc. 
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