
Literacy
This half-term, we will be writing for different purposes, using our knowledge from our 
new topic Land and Sea. We will also be using video clips as a stimulus for our writing. 
Our focus will be to extend sentences using conjunctions, use a variety of punctuation 
and continue to learn how to spell common words. If you would like a list of phase and 
common words to practise at home, please ask your child’s teacher.

You can help at home by:
∑ Extending the range of books that your child reads by introducing them to non-

fiction as well as fiction books. This can also include recipes, instructions, shopping 
lists, leaflets and catalogues.

∑ Asking your child questions about where the story is set, the characters involved 
or the plot and how this changes through the book.  

∑ Encouraging your child to read with expression. Look at text that is in speech 
marks and decide the tone of voice they need to use. (e.g. “What are you doing?” 
whispered Joe - this should be in a quiet voice.)

∑ Asking your child to write the weekly spellings in sentences remembering 
punctuation and finger spaces.

Teachers will check reading records once per week as follows:
Miss Hooper - Thursday
Mrs Adams – Friday
Miss Drew – Wednesday

Library days are as follows:
Miss Hooper - Monday
Mrs Adams – Tuesday
Miss Drew – Monday
Please make sure that your child brings their library book in their named plastic folder (this 
will be provided) on their library day.

Mathematics
This half term your child will be investigating problems to develop their mathematical 
thinking and strategies. The children will use strategies to subtract more efficiently
(e.g. putting the largest number first then taking away tens and ones or finding the 
difference). They will be encouraged to choose appropriate ways to solve ‘real life’ and 
money problems. The children will also be learning how to solve division problems and 
how to find halves and quarters of amounts and shapes.
Please use Maths Whizz as part of your child’s home learning activities.

R.E.
We will be learning about the Jewish celebration of Shabbat. We are hoping to have an 
exciting visitor who will teach the children the traditions of the festival.

Science
We will be sorting things that are living and things that have never been 
alive, and also discussing life cycles. We will find out about how eating a 
balanced diet can keep us healthy (eg lots of fruits, vegetables and
carbohydrates, some proteins and dairy food, and a limited amount of foods 
made from fat and sugar). We will also be learning why taking regular 
exercise can keep us healthy. At home, please help your child to make healthy 
choices for their meals and encourage them to consider if they have a 
balanced diet.
We also have special visitors for ten days. We will have eggs delivered that 
the children will have to care for and monitor as they become chicks.

Topic
Our topic of Land and Sea includes lots of curriculum areas. We will be 
learning about Lord Admiral Nelson as he is a local figure in history. We will 
sort animals based on their habitats and looking at the differences between 
animals that live on the land and those that live in the sea. The children will 
visit the pond area to recreate water lilies by Monet and learn about his life.

Computing
This half-term the children will be accessing the website, Purple Mash. They 
will be writing algorithms to make simple programs. This may be programming 
a bubble to pop, superheroes to fly and racing cars to move. The children will 
also make links to music where they will be writing musical scores about 
animals.

Website
If you have a computer connected to the internet, you may wish to visit our 

website.  The address is: www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk

E safety tips – Please share these with your child if they are accessing the 
internet
Always ask a grown up before you use the internet
Don’t tell strangers where you live, your phone number or where you go to 
school. Only your friends and family need to know this.

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/


Music
This half term we will be using the topic of Land and Sea. We will explore pitch, tempo 
and rhythm to describe various animals musically. We will also be using instruments and 
computing software to make our own musical scores for animals.

PSHE and Citizenship
In circle time this half term we will be continuing to use the PATHs programme to 
develop the children’s thinking strategies and how to behave to others in a positive way. 
You will occasionally receive some home learning connected to this. We will be 
encouraging the children to take part in discussions with partners, groups and the 
whole class.

P.E.
We will be learning about the skills needed in dance. We will be practising a variety of 
movements and then putting them together in a smooth sequence.
Children will taking part in a program called Real P.E. This hopes to promote the 
learning of basic skills and ensure P.E is fun, exciting and challenging. Each half term 
there will be some challenges that children can practise at home. This half term these 
include: 
Standing side by side with a partner try walking with your inside foot touching.
Walk forwards and backwards lifting my knees up to a 90 degree angle and 
swinging opposite arm to leg.
I can stand on a line with both feet facing forwards, lift my heels and hold for 
10 seconds.

Please note
The children will now be doing some sort of P.E. everyday, either a P.E. lesson, 
adventure playground or lunchtime activities.  Therefore it is important that their 
P.E. kit stays in school all week.
Please note for health and safety reasons children should have earrings removed 
for PE (before the children come to school) and long hair must be tied back.  
Please check your child has the correct sized plimsolls for PE.

P.E. days are as follows, please note there are some changes this term. 
Miss Hooper – Monday & Thursday
Mrs Adams – Tuesday & Friday
Miss Drew – Monday & Wednesday

Toftwood Infant School
Information for Parents

With this ‘information for parents’ booklet, you will find a 
plan to show the big picture of the work Year Two children 
will be doing in Spring 1.  Please share this with your child.  

Try to get your child to answer a few of the questions each 
day.

Spring 1 2016

Year Two


