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Welcome Back or welcome for the first time! 
Welcome back. We hope you had a good holiday and have settled back into the school routines! We have lots of 
things planned and a list of special dates for this term is attached. Please check these dates carefully as there 
are minor changes on the dates sent home in the summer. We do hope that this calendar will help you to join us 
for at least some of our activities, and we aim to always give at least two weeks’ notice of events in school 
wherever possible. 
A special welcome to all the new members of Toftwood Infant School. We are really pleased with how they 
settled in on their first three days, and time spent in the classrooms, at lunchtime and break times with the 
children has shown how they are already enjoying their new school and getting used to it. I have had some 
lovely conversations with many of the children! With 116 new children starting in Nursery and Reception that is 
a tremendous achievement so well done to all of those children. We are pleased that you have joined us and 
hope you enjoy your time with us. If you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to come and 
see me or Mrs Bell our Deputy Head or Mrs Rudd our Assistant Head. 
We say welcome to Miss Charlotte Clarke who is teaching in Year 2 and welcome back to Mrs Nichols from her 
maternity leave. Mrs Nichols will be working closely with Miss Clarke and her class as she will be teaching them 
when Miss Clarke has her release time. We welcome them to the team here. 

Contact and Medical Details 
If you have changed any of the contact or medical details for your child, including your name, those living at 
home or contact phone numbers and addresses please let us know as soon as possible. We also need to know if 
you change a mobile number, as we send out many important messages via the first named person’s mobile 
number. Don’t miss out – update us today. 

If any adults have moved into the family home, such as a new partner, safeguarding guidelines say that we 
should have an up to date list of the names of all adults living in the family home, so please let us know if this 
changes. 
If your child has Asthma, you will be receiving Asthma care plan forms for you to complete and return to the 
school office. These forms are important because they enable us to manage your child’s condition appropriately 
in school.

Please remember if your child needs a different diet e.g. a dairy free or gluten free diet, you need to come and 
see our cook, Mrs Purse, to organise this. They need the medical letters from the hospital or dietician in order 
to be able to organise this for you. 
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Reward and Celebration Systems 
We have systems in place so children have instant and longer term rewards. We hope this will work well in 
relation to the age of the children. The systems are now outlined below and there are a whole range of rewards 
throughout the year for individuals and groups. 

∑ Green, gold, red smiley faces (traffic lights) in class.  All children start the day on green and in order 
to help them to manage their own behaviour we move them to orange for a warning and red if there has 
been an unacceptable behaviour incident. They can then move back to green through good 
behaviour/work/listening. This supports the children well and some parents have even used this at 
home! If a child gets on the golden face, they will get a gold sticker. 

∑ Whole class reward. Every day all of the class are on green, the class get a ‘sweet in the jar’ – not real 
ones, but pictures! When the jar has five sweets the class chooses a reward. 

∑ Birthdays.  To make the birthday celebrations more personal, we are celebrating the children’s 
birthdays in our classes, on the day of their birthday if possible. They get their sticker and a birthday 
certificate to take home and the full attention of their class on that day. 

∑ Stickers. Sometimes an instant reward works well so the teachers will give out stickers as they see 
appropriate on a daily basis. 

∑ Mathematician of week/Writer of week/Reader of the week – In Years 1 and 2, we will have a special 
area on the display boards and each week a child will be chosen for one of these titles and their photo 
will go on the board. It is aimed at all children of all abilities and reflects the progress, attitude and 
effort the children have made. 

∑ Special person – we will continue celebrating a child with compliments every day. 
∑ Celebration assembly – On a Thursday the class teacher will choose one or two children to share a 

celebration in assembly related to out of school celebrations or things that have made staff proud that 
they have seen in school. If your child wins a medal or a competition or has a special event at home, let 
us know so we can celebrate it. If you have a photograph of them achieving something special outside of 
school, please send that in for the board too. 

∑ Headteacher certificates & stickers will be reserved for extra special achievements! 
∑ Attendance certificates will still be given termly and each week one class will have the class attendance 

award of the week and get extra golden time.
As with all rewards they are not a competition between children. We teach the children to be pleased when 
someone else is praised, celebrated or rewarded and they are very good at this. They motivate each other and 
celebrate the successes of others, and this makes us very proud of them. 

Handwriting 
The government have increased the expectations on the standards that children need to reach by the end of 
their time with us. One of these is by expecting that all children will be using joined handwriting. To support 
this we will be teaching the initial letter formation to be able to join letters in nursery and Reception and then 
joining in Years 1 and 2. We are having lots of input on this from the staff and lots of practice, and some of 
the year 2 children have already picked it up in their first week! 
Our letter formation is based on the Nelson Handwriting scheme if you would like to look up further details. A 
copy of the formation has been sent home already. We have liaised with the junior school on this to ensure 

e children.

Library books 
We always like to update our library books each year and are now looking at buying our next selection of books. 
If your child has a particular interest or there are types of books you would like to see in the library, please 
let us know. We try to buy a mixture of books the children can read alone and books that they can share with 
an adult at home. 



Uniform
Organising the school uniform orders is a very time consuming process but we are committed to trying to 
ensure parents get the best value for money. However we know that sometimes, if the need comes up mid term, 
you may have to wait. We are going to contact Birds of Dereham to see if they would stock our uniform and how 
much they would charge parents and also with some companies that sell it online. We will then consult with 
parents and see what you feel about each method of buying your uniform. We want to make sure you get quality 
and value as some suppliers are cheaper than others but the products do not last. Hopefully we can have 
samples from each to ‘test out’. This would probably be for sweatshirts/cardigans, logo t shirts and PE shirts, 
book bags and hats. You are still able to buy non logo t shirts and polo shirts wherever you choose. 

New jobs! 
A new year brings new roles for the children. It is always exciting to see our children taking on a new 
responsibility and to see them use their talents. One of these is our tour guides, who show visitors around the 
school, giving them their own view on what really goes on.
We have chosen 12 children as tour guides for the year, as we think they will be able to show visitors round in a 
polite, confident and enthusiastic manner! This is such an important role as it gives visitors their first 
impression of our school, so it is important to make it a good one. It also enables the children to develop their 
self-confidence and to work as a team, and they have shown great promise in their training so far. 

We also have the school council elections which took place last week. We are very proud of all those that stood 
for election and well done to those elected.

Class council elections are also taking place and we will share those results when we get them. 

Entrance Gates
Can we please remind you that we have two sets of gates to come to the office.
The small gate with the path behind it is for pedestrians. The large gate is for vehicles. Please do use the small 
gate if you are walking into school and not the vehicle gate! We have many delivery lorries coming in and out of 
school and we would like to keep everyone safe. 

Tapestry 
In Nursery and Reception we have a new online learning journey called tapestry where staff and parents can 
record a child’s achievements, with videos, photos or just comments. In the first week every child has had an 
entry in their journal and we are so pleased to see all of the videos from home. I have seen lots of exciting 
things on there and hope to see more as the year progresses. 
Please do let Mrs Rudd have your feedback on the system once you have used it for a while. She is running a 
workshop for parents on this tomorrow and if you can’t make it all of the slides from her presentation will be 
added to the website as soon as possible giving a step by step guide as to how to use it.
Please remember you must not share any photos that have been used on the site or your access will be taken 
away. 



Term dates

Autumn

1st day of half term
Monday 5th September 2016 (Y1 & 2)

Wednesday 7th September 2016 (N & YR) 

Last day of half term Friday 21st October 2016

1st day of half term Monday 31st October 2016

Last day of half term Friday 16th December 2016

Spring

1st day of half term Thursday 5th January 2017

Last day of half term Friday 10th February 2017

1st day of half term Monday 20th February 2017

Last day of half term Friday 31st March 2017

Summer

1st day of half term Tuesday 18th April 2017

Last day of half term Friday 26th May 2017

1st day of half term Monday 5th June 2017

Last day of half term Friday 21st July 2017

School closed to pupils on Monday May 1st for May Day Bank Holiday
These dates are correct at time of going to print but in the event that it is necessary to change any of these you will be notified 

of the change in a newsletter.

Children’s University
If your child has been very busy over the summer holidays doing activities for their Children’s University passports, 
then please send the passports into school by Friday 16th September, so that we can stamp them.  

Lunch menu change
Please note there will be a change to the menu for Thursday 15th September. ‘Brunch Lunch’ will be chipolata 
sausages, omelette, hash brown and baked beans, followed by breakfast blueberry muffin.

Messy Church
Sunday 20th September 3.30pm – 5pm at St Nicholas Church, Dereham: An afternoon of fun and games, messy craft, 
food and celebration open to all. 

Finally !
The website is up and running and being added to every day, and we will add a condensed version of the newsletter to 
it. If there is anything else you would like to see on the site, please let us know. We look forward to sharing pictures 
of our visits and activities on the site throughout the year and on newsletters. Here’s to a great year for the 
children and the school and all of the exciting things that will be happening. 
As always, please do come and see us or contact us if you have any questions, concerns or comments so we can help 
you. 

Joanna Pedlow




