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Newsletter 2

Playground Pals
The children have elected their new playground pals who will support the children at playtimes and lunchtimes 
and be there to be a friend or help them if they need it.

Parent Consultations
Our parent consultation evenings in November

Thursday 3rd 4pm – 7pm and Monday 7th 4pm – 6.30pm
These evenings are for parents only and no children should be taken into the appointment with you in order to 
ensure you get the most from your individual appointment. If you need to bring your children as you have no 
childcare, then we will have staff available in the hall to supervise them. Please let us know when you arrive so 
that we are aware.
On the evening, please come into the main hall. You can wait in the hall if you have an appointment with a 
Reception teacher and outside the classrooms for the other teachers. Please note Mrs Ponder will be in the 
computing suite for her consultations, so please wait outside there for her. 
Staff and Governors will be on hand throughout the evening and if you have any questions, please ask. We look 
forward to seeing all parents on these evenings. 
Sign up sheets will be outside the office from 8.30 am on Tuesday 18th October. If you cannot come in to make 
your appointments, please phone the office on this day from 8.30am. We cannot reserve appointments in 
advance and it is a first come first served booking system in order to be fair to everyone. 
Mrs Reeve will be available to talk to any parents who would like to see her, as she works with small groups and 
individuals. Mrs Nichols will also be available on the Monday evening. 
Mrs Crowley who supports children with speech and language needs will also be available on the Monday evening 
if you would like to make an appointment to see her if your child works with her or if you have a concern about 
their speech and language. 
Sign up sheets for all of these staff will also be available. 
Our aim is to focus more on supporting rather than reporting and you will receive a report card in advance to 
tell you about your child’s progress. Please come with any questions, e.g
How can I help them in the area they find difficult?
Do you have any ideas for how to develop their concentration? 
I am finding it hard to get them to read at home, what do you suggest? 
We can also then put information onto the website so there will be paper in the hall for you to write down 
anything you would find useful to have on the website, such as how to help with reading or questions to ask to 
help with maths. Jot something down and pop it in the box! Your question may be one that others would like an 
answer too so by working together we can help support the children and you as a family with their learning. 
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Parent Support 
We realise that parenting can be difficult and challenging at times, so we have a Parent Support Adviser 
available to help you with any difficulties or queries you may have.
On Monday 3rd November during the parent consultation evening, we will be having a behaviour, routines and 
support drop in for parents with Alison, the PSA, and Mrs Bell, our Deputy Head. 
Come along to find out ways to make your life easier and calmer at home! Family life can be noisy, hectic and 
stressful, and Alison has lots of strategies, advice and resources for you to take away to put routines and 
behaviour strategies in place at home. They will be in the library on this evening so do pop in. There is 
something for everyone. 
If you would like an individual appointment, Alison can arrange to see you on the Friday morning. Appointments 
can be made on the night.
Her email is alisonclusterPSA@dereham.norfolk.sch.uk if you would like any further information. 

Website
We have lots of information on our school website, but you may not even have looked lately or at all! Please do 
check the website regularly. We have added lots of information about the curriculum recently and more is 
being prepared. Please do take a look. We will text you to keep you informed when we update it. 

Attendance Award
The new term has got off to a really great start with three classes all achieving 100% attendance for the week 
12th-16th September. Congratulations to: Mrs Sutterby’s Nursery class, Mrs Rudd’s/Miss Gold’s class and Miss 
Coombes’ class. The week 19th – 23rd September saw Mrs Rudd’s class achieve the award. Well done to all the 
children!

Tapestry 
Tapestry for parents in Nursery and Reception has been going really well, keeping you updated with your child’s 
progress and achievements. We have also really enjoyed seeing what has been done at home. This week I have 
seen some great writing, phonics work, scooter riding, baking, meetings with Paw Patrol and castle role play 
added by parents to name but a few! Please keep it up. It really helps us to see the children’s interests. 
Out of over 100 parents, only 9 have not yet logged in to see their children’s progress. If you have not, please 
do as it is a really exciting way for you to get an insight into your child’s learning and for us to see the exciting 
things they do at home. If you have any difficulties, please do let us know. Remember you can download the 
tapestry app to get quick access on the go! 

Christmas Sugar Collection
In support of the Christmas School sugar collection for the homeless and hungry, families in crisis and those 
seeking refuge from domestic violence in East Anglia, we are collecting sugar. It makes a real difference for 
shelters and food kitchens during the cold days of winter. The total amount of sugar donated last year by over 
70 schools was 4 tonnes!!If you would like to send in a bag of sugar or pack of tea or coffee, please can we have 
your donation by 2nd December. Thank you

Menu Change – Special Lunch 
On Thursday 6th October, we are having a special lunch which is one of the children’s all time favourites.

Every child is entitled to a free lunch so please do encourage them to give it a go on that day. No advance 
booking required. 



FOTIS 
Thank you to the parents that came along to the FOTIS meeting this week. Your support and interest is really 
appreciated. We do hope you will be able to support the work of FOTIS this year. 
If you couldn’t make the meeting but might be able to help occasionally or regularly in the future, there will be 
sign up sheets for you to leave your details on at the parent consultation evenings. All help is gratefully 
received! 
We are hoping to raise money to refurbish the library this year, so need lots of new ideas and enthusiasm. 

One way you can help without even leaving your sofa is to sign up to our school lottery! If you look on our 
website, go to the FOTIS/PTA page there is a lottery link the same as the one you can see above. We are 
guaranteed to have an in school winner every draw. Visit 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/toftwood-infant-school

Whatever help you can offer, it is much appreciated. If you can make a cake for a cake stall, help at a disco or 
come in and count the money, everything is valued. Please do contact us if you can be involved in some way. 
Every penny raised goes towards events and equipment for the children. 

Family Photos 
There are only a few slots left for the family photo night.
Please note you cannot bring in your own mobile phone or other device to take any photos on the evening. This 
event is always very popular so please sign up early and only sign up if you are definitely able to come along. If 
you book and then cannot make it, please let us know so someone else can have your space. 
This is a great offer for our parents and just one of the ways FOTIS are raising money for our children. 

PANTS! 
As part of our work with children about staying safe, all classes have been learning the PANTS rules! Go to the 
NSPCC website or to our website to find the links. 
www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/underwear-rule/
Look at it with your child and ensure they know the underwear rules. 

Thank you
Thank you to the parents who have been to one of our parent workshops this term. We have had sessions for 
tapestry and for jolly phonics for Nursery and Reception parents. We hope you find them useful. Information from 
these is on the website or will be there shortly in case you need a refresher at any time! 
Thank you also to the staff that ran them and supported the workshops. 

Celebration Assemblies 
Remember that every Thursday we have celebration assembly so if your child has achieved an award or has something 
extra special to celebrate, let us know. If they have a medal they have won, send it in, and we can take a photo for 
our celebration board. We celebrate things that happen outside of school as well as inside, so keep us informed! 

Information Gathering
The Department for Education require that we have information on record for each child’s country of birth and 
national identity, which has not been collected previously. Your child has a letter today. Please send this in on Monday 
if possible so we can enter all of the information on the system as required. Please come and ask if you have any 
questions. 

Joanna Pedlow
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