
Nursery
The children have now completed their first half term in the Nursery and it has been a 
very successful one! They are coming in well in the mornings, making friends and are getting 
used to the routines. They have bonded well as a group and are becoming more familiar with 
the ‘Golden Rules’.
For the rest of this half term we will continue to reinforce how we behave in the Nursery 
and how we look after the resources.
Please encourage your child to take their own coats off and hang it on their pegs 
themselves. This half term we will be getting ready to come into school by ourselves, so 
please begin to encourage this as soon as possible, by saying goodbye to your child at the 
door. We hope that all the children will be coming in independently by the end of this half 
term. The children will continue to self – register using their bumble bees; therefore, 
encouraging your child to recognise their name is something you can help with at home.

This half-term we will be learning about Food and Christmas.

Communication and Language
We will continue to develop speaking and listening skills in the classroom. We will be 
particularly looking at following instructions and asking questions.

Literacy
The children will be looking at stories and non fiction books linked to food. Stories will 
include The Shopping Basket by John Burningham and Jack and the Beanstalk. We will 
complete sound activities and games in groups to teach the children sound discrimination. A 
variety of mark making tools will be used inside and outside the classroom. Writing 
activities will include making menus in the role play restaurant and shopping lists to use in 
the role play shop. We will continue to encourage the children to recognise and write their 
own name. You can help your child at home by reading stories and non-fiction books about 
food. Recipes are good too!! You could visit the library in Dereham to select books too.
Our Library day is a Wednesday; please remember to bring their library book each 
week so they can select a new one.

Moo and Woof
Our classroom toys will continue their journeys and adventures into your homes. The 
children, in turn, will take one of these toys home at the weekend. Each toy will have a 
diary for your child to draw a picture and write/dictate to an adult what the toy has done. 
Please see the example provided to ensure you are encouraging the children to ‘write’ in the 
same way we are in Nursery.
It is important that your child brings the toy back on Monday to share the diary with the 
rest of the class.

Mathematics
The children will continue to learn number songs, which will introduce the concepts 
of addition and subtraction; these will include Five little monkeys and Five little 
ducks. They will play number games in groups to develop their counting, ordering
and number recognition skills. We will be starting with numbers from 1 to 5 and 
moving onto numbers beyond this as the children are ready to do so. We will 
encourage the children to develop their independent counting skills through 
practical activities. Other work will include recreating, making and recognising
patterns, learning about shapes and simple problem solving. We will also complete 
Christmas maths activities towards the end of the half term.
At home you can help by counting different items, for example the number of 
stairs, chairs around a table.  Pointing out any patterns inside or outside your 
home, looking for shapes and looking at numbers in and around your home – your 
telephone or house number.

Understanding the World
The children will learn about different kinds of food. We will be tasting and 
cooking too! We will also be using the outdoor classroom for seasonal activities 
involving the leaves, acorns and other natural materials.
Computing work this half term will involve the children gaining confidence in using 
the programs we have in the Nursery and accurate mouse control. They use the 
Interactive White Board and visit the Computing suite. We will be using the 2 
simple software on the computers to make pictures with movements and sound.  
We will use the digital microscopes to look closely at natural materials which we 
find outside. Our role play area in the Nursery and this will compliment our topics.
This will include a shop, a restaurant and also a Christmas based role play area. 
The children will take part in Christmas related activities, including making cards, 
calendars and hats. A Christmas activity morning will also be organise so you can 
come along and make your own decorations!

Physical Development
The children will take part in activities inside and outside the Nursery. They will 
continue to use equipment to develop their spatial awareness in the hall and will be 
introduced to some simple games. We will also be using the parachute for PE. The 
children will use sand, water and playdough regularly. Other activities will help to 
develop their pouring, threading, painting, sticking, and cutting skills. The children 
will also be cooking.

Please note that our PE sessions are on a Tuesday and Thursday. We will 
continue to remove our shoes and socks when we do P.E this half term so please 
encourage your child to do this independently at home. Please remember that all 
earrings must be removed before the children come to school and long hair 
must be tied back.

Expressive Arts and Design
The children will continue to sing and play simple ring games, play a variety of instruments
and learn various songs/rhymes. 



We will also be looking at and learning the names of different musical instruments. The 
children will investigate how we play them and what type of sounds can be made. Nearer 
the end of the term the class will learn songs relating to the Christmas story.
The children will paint, print, and make models and collage pictures using a variety of 
materials with different textures plus Christmas activities.
Changing our role play area’s focus will involve the children putting forward ideas, collecting 
resources together and making items.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
This half term we will concentrate on developing the children’s independence. Our focus will 
be putting on, taking off coats, coming into class, putting their socks and shoes on after PE 
and managing their own personal hygiene.
We continue to encourage sharing, turn taking and following the Golden Rules. The children 
can bring items in to show others and talk about in circle time.
We will continue to stress the importance of hand washing when we’ve been to the toilet 
and before having our snack. Please reinforce this at home. We will also talk about this 
when we do our cooking activities and why it is important.

Website

Internet safety tips – Please share these with your child if they are using the internet
Keep your personal information private.
If you ever get that ‘uh oh’ feeling, then turn off the monitor and tell a grown up they 
trust.

Toftwood Infant School
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With this ‘information for parents’ booklet, you will find a 
plan to show the big picture of the work Nursery children will 

be doing in Autumn 2.  Please share this with your child 
before the half term starts.  Try to get your child to answer 

a few of the questions each day.

Autumn 2
2016

Nursery

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/

