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Newsletter 4
Attendance Award
The children from Mrs Rudd’s and Miss Gold’s class have achieved the best attendance for the week 
17th – 21st October. They are proudly displaying the certificate on their door. Well done! On return from half 
term, there were 5 classes who all had 100% attendance. These are: Mrs Chapman’s, Miss McTavish’s, 
Miss Clarke’s, Miss Ponder’s and Mrs Adams’ classes. What a great achievement! We are so pleased to see this 
level of attendance. Well done. 

Nursery Parent Session 
You are welcome to come along to the Children in Need Nursery parent session on 18th November, 11.15am –
12pm. Younger siblings can also attend.

Maths Whizz in Year 1 and 2 
Every child in year 1 and 2 has a Maths Whizz password for use at home. We buy into this so that children have 
the opportunity to access fun learning activities that help support their maths development, and it is also used 
by the junior school and by Neatherd High School for their children. It is an online learning activity that is 
individually designed for your child and tracks their own individual progress. 
We think that Maths Whizz will promote enjoyment of maths and allow your child to practise and show you 
their maths skills at home. Children in year 1 and 2 all have the opportunity to use Maths Whizz as part of 
their maths lessons in school, and we hope that each child will use Maths Whizz at home for at least 20 
minutes each week in addition to this as part of their home learning.
Each week we check the 'usage' of Maths Whizz and the two classes with the most usage receive special 
awards in our weekly Celebration Assembly. The class with the most usage receives a trophy and the class 
coming second receives a medal and both classes get to keep these until the following week. As well as this, the 
top two users in each class receive special Maths Whizz stickers!
We understand that not everybody may have access to Maths Whizz at home, so please let your child's class 
teacher know if this is the case and we can arrange a suitable time for them to have extra access to it during 
the school week.
If you wish to access Maths Whizz on a tablet, you need to download the puffin academy app. 
Please help support your child’s progress in maths by encouraging them to use it at home for a minimum of 20 
minutes each week. If you wold like more information, please see your child’s teacher or check out the school 
website where we have a section on Maths Whizz on the curriculum tab. Information for the app will be added 
to the website in the next week. 

Children’s University
Children’s University (CU) is an extra-curricular learning programme which seeks to reward education outside 
the classroom. It encourages children aged 5-14 to try new experiences, develop new interests and acquire new 
skills.  
As part of the Norfolk Children’s University, we at Toftwood Infant School offer our children a free Children’s 
University Passport so that they can collect stamps for their various learning activities outside school.  There 
is a range of learning options – which are developed by accredited partners called ‘Learning Destinations’ such 
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as museums and sports venues.  Recognition of effort and achievement is central to the programme’s success 
and each time a child completes a learning activity they receive a stamp in their CU ‘Passport to Learning’. One 
hour of learning equals one CU credit.  
Children continue to earn credits until they have gained enough to receive an award certificate.  These 
certificates are then presented at a special CU graduation ceremony. Visit www.childrensuniversity.co.uk to 
find out more. 
To look for your local ‘Learning Destinations’ click on the link www.childrensuniversity.co.uk/maps/ and type in 
the area you wish to search for. If you would like your child to have the opportunity to be part of the 
Children’s University, do come into our school office to get a passport, free of charge. The scheme is open to 
all children aged 5 and over.  Mrs Reeve is our School Co-ordinator, and she is able to answer any questions you 
may have. 
Please check out the Children’s University page on our website for more information and some photos of what 
our children have achieved so far. 

Roast Dinners!
We’d like to remind you about our cook’s tasty roast lunches served on Wednesdays. If your child has not yet 
tried them, please encourage them to give them a try. Next week’s lunch on 16th November is roast chicken, 
stuffing and gravy, with roast potatoes, cabbage and carrots. Each week varies and over the next couple of 
weeks the choices will be beef, pork and a different selection of vegetables. They really are delicious so give 
them a go!
We recently took some of our Year 2 children to Neatherd High School to celebrate Roast Dinner Day! Whilst 
there we were treated to a beautiful lunch with a lovely pudding. I wanted to say thank you to all of our 
children that went as they behaved beautifully and showed such wonderful manners and we were very proud to 
be there with them. 

Music Week 
The children had a fantastic week last week for music week, and we would like to say thank you to Miss 
Coombes who organised some exciting activities for the children. We had drummers from JDT, explored music 
on the iPads, had a fairy visitor for a music workshop, singing and signing, drumming workshop, Mr Owen from 
Neatherd who brought Samba drums and shakers and visitors from Northgate who came and performed with 
the children. Photos and information will be on the website soon. Thank you to everyone involved. 

Children In Need 
Children in Need is on Friday 18th November and the theme this year is Spotacular. The children can raise 
money for this cause by wearing something spotty and bringing a donation to school. Please put your donation in 
an envelope marked ‘Children in Need Donation’ and send it to the office. 

No Smoking!
We are working with Breckland Council and the Junior School and Fred Nicholson School to promote the 
initiative encouraging no smoking outside schools. We have some new signs which we will all be putting up 
outside school, and we ask that parents and carers support this by NOT SMOKING outside the school 
premises, including on School Lane. We have asked before, as no one wants their child having to walk to or from 
school through a cloud of cigarette smoke. We fully appreciate that you have the right to choose to smoke and 
it is not illegal, but please consider the children before smoking in these areas. Unfortunately, they have no 
choice but to inhale second hand smoke from those that choose to smoke outside the schools. 

Parents’ Evening 
Thank you to everyone who came to our parent consultation evenings. We hope that you found them useful and 
supportive. As you had your report card before the meeting, it gave opportunities to discuss how we can work 
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together to support your child to progress. We do hope you are enjoying the activities provided to carry out at 
home with your child and finding them useful. 
Regular reading at home and practising of those key skills and activities, along with Maths Whizz use, will make 
a huge difference to your child’s confidence, achievements and progress.
If you have any further questions, you are welcome to come and ask. 
We had almost 100% attendance and the teachers are following up with the handful of parents who could not 
attend on those dates.

Website 
Please do try to look at the school website every week. It is full of information about what is happening in 
school, future events and ways to help your child. You can find it at www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk
This term we have added ‘video help’ and teachers will be posting short videos to show how we are teaching 
different ideas in school for Year One and Two. Reception and Nursery will receive this through tapestry.
Coming soon is the SEN(D) information report, photos of music week and further pictures of events in school. 
In our parents’ sections, we have a whole directory of organisations and groups that are there to support 
parents, information on our parent support adviser and new this term is a list of books we have available in 
school that you can borrow to help you and your family through difficult times. We have books on behaviour, 
bereavement, anger, separation, family problems and many more. Please do check out the list and let us know if 
you would like to borrow one. They are mainly story books, but we also have some information books. It can be 
very helpful to have a story book to share with your child if your family is going through a difficult time. More 
books are currently being added, but do let us know if there is a topic you would like to see a book about and we 
can order it. 
It really is a great resource for parents, so please do use it. We update it every week and if there is anything 
else you would like to see on it, please ask. 

Calendars
FOTIS are still taking calendar orders. They are priced £4.50 each and each child has drawn a colour self-
portrait to be included in it. They make great presents as well as raising funds for the school. Please send in 
your orders as soon as possible with cash or a cheque made payable to FOTIS. We regret we cannot send 
calendars if we do not physically receive the payment, so if you are concerned your child may misplace theirs, 
please bring it directly to the office.  

JDT Events
JDT Music Academy on Rash’s Green Industrial Estate in Dereham, is putting on a series of festive Chill-Out 
days, full of arts, crafts, games and of course, loads of music activities. Sessions are suitable for children aged 
4-12 years and run from 9am-3.30pm on Monday 19th, Tues 20th and Weds 21st Dec. Cost is £20 per day but you 
can save £10 if all three days are booked.  
In January 2017 JDT is also offering the chance for children to join Minivox, which is a children’s community 
choir. Running every Friday from 4pm – 5.30pm, it costs £4 per week per child. It’s ideal for children 7-12 
years and good for improving confidence, making new friends and a fantastic opportunity to build on singing 
skills! Contact JDT for details and to book your sessions call 01362 694817. 
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