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Newsletter 5 

Class Attendance Award  
The class with the best attendance for the week 7th-11th November is Miss Coombes’s. The children achieved a fantastic 
100% for that week.  
For 14th – 18th November, Mrs. Ponder’s class is proudly displaying the certificate for the highest attendance.  
The best attendance for the week 21st-25th November is Mrs Chapman’s, congratulations to those children in her class.  
Mrs Rudd/Miss Gold’s class has the best attendance for the week 28th Nov – 2nd December – well done!  
A fantastic achievement for the week 5th – 9th December is by Mrs Adams’ class. All of her pupils were in every day of that 
week, working hard on the Year 2 Christmas performance! 

Mrs Ponder’s and Mrs Rudd’s/Miss Gold’s class assemblies  
Suits of armour, moats, castles, arrows – these are just some of the things we learnt about from this very interesting 
assembly from Mrs Ponder’s class on medieval Norwich. All the children had worked very hard to research lots of 
information about how people lived in Norwich in medieval times and we even found out what people living at this time ate 
for lunch! The visit to Norwich Castle was a really great trip, and the children discovered what it was made of, how the 
drawbridge worked and what arrow slits were for.  
Mrs Rudd’s & Mrs Gold’s class assembly showed us what they had learnt about celebrations of all kinds, not just birthdays, 
Christmas and firework night, but celebrations from all over the world, including Diwali. The children made shadow puppets 
and diva lamps and entertained us with a Bollywood style dance too. 
We hope you enjoyed their assemblies and sharing their learning with them.  

Road Crossing Patrol Service  
At the Children’s Services Committee on 15 November it was agreed that Norfolk County Council would publicly consult on a 
proposal to only continue to fund Road Crossing Patrol sites that continue to meet the threshold recommended in the 
national guidance from Road Safety GB, previously Local Authority Road Safety Officers Association). The crossing patrol 
that supports this school does meet the national threshold. 
Whilst, for the foreseeable future, we will continue to have a site supporting our school, if you wish to respond to the 
consultation you can access it at https://norfolk.citizenspace.com/consultation/roadcrossingpatrols/ 

Living Advent Calendar 
This year we are taking part again in the East Coast Religious Education website, “living advent calendar”. On each day of 
December a new window will be opened on the home page of the website, showing a scene from the Christmas nativity story. 
Each scene has been created by a different school. Our scene was “live” on 8th December and is box number 6. We will have 
a look at the website in school, but if you wish to have a look at home the address is:www.ecre.co.uk/ 

Christmas Fun!  
This term is always very busy for staff, children, parents, Governors, FOTIS and our volunteers, so we would like to say a 
few thank yous and well dones! 
Well done to all of the children for their Christmas performances!  
The Nursery children spent a fabulous morning with their families, carrying out Christmas activities and even putting on a 
show for them. It was great to see them doing this after just a few short weeks with us.  
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Reception and Year 1 children and staff also worked hard to put on their more traditional Nativity theme play. It was lovely 
to see all of the children working together to produce a nativity play that had all of the traditional elements but with a 
slight difference. It is always good to see the children developing their confidence with speaking and performing.  
It has been an absolute pleasure to see all of these performances and to see all of the children working together to create 
something so special.  
The Year 2 pantomime was an absolute pleasure to watch, it had everything a great pantomime should; big characters, 
audience participation, fabulous songs and jokes! The Year 2 children and staff worked exceptionally hard on this, and even 
used interactive scenery on the big screen! Visitors from the local community were also very excited about watching it, so 
well done to everyone involved in that. 
Thank you to the staff who found and prepared the plays, made the scenery and supported the children to be able to 
perform so well. I know it takes a lot of time and effort and it is very much appreciated.  
Thank you to the parents and carers who made or bought the costumes, listened with enthusiasm and came to see the 
plays. Thank you also for your generous donations for our collections. We raised £400 for Nelson’s Journey. This 
organisation provides support and help to children who have lost a close relative such as a brother or sister or parent to 
help them through a really difficult time and we appreciate the work they are doing for the members of our school 
community.  
Thank you to all of you for your lovely gifts and cards for the staff. We really do appreciate them and your kind words, 
and we really are most grateful that you have thought of us. If we do not get to thank you individually, please take this as a 
very sincere and heartfelt thank you.  
Thank you to all of the parents who have supported the school, attended our parents’ sessions and to the parent helpers 
who help make the school an exciting place to be. Without your help we would not have been able to do all of the lovely 
activities we have had this term. The children’s trips to Easton Farm, the Castle and the Cinema could not have happened 
without parent helpers.  
Thank you to the staff and Governors for their work this term and for making Christmas special for the children. 
Thank you to the kitchen staff for a superb Christmas lunch for over 200 children, and to all of the staff who gave up 
their lunch hour to help the children and to share the lunchtime with them! It is a truly lovely day in school with everyone 
together.  
Thank you to FOTIS for working so hard and raising money from the sale of the calendars and raffle tickets as well as the 
Autumn disco. They have paid for the coaches to the cinema and  paid Santa’s bill for Christmas presents for all of the 
children. We appreciate all of their support and thank you very much for supporting their fund raising efforts.  
Thank you also to parents who bought the school photographs! Not only do they get a lovely keepsake of their child’s time 
at school, but we used any commission the school received to help subsidise the pantomime costs and to pay for the cinema 
entry for Reception and Year One, putting the money directly back into activities for the children.  
Thank you everyone, for all you have done this year. We are really grateful for all of your support.  
We have had so many lovely activities this term, including class assemblies, harvest assemblies and activity sessions.  

Uniform  
If you are buying school uniform for the new term, please remember to check what is allowed in school. In particular, shoes 
should be plain black in colour and suitable for wearing outside in all weathers please. You can check the website if you need 
clarification. The uniform gives our children a sense of belonging to our school, and also sets them on a path for the future, 
with schools having high expectations of correct uniform. 

Contact Details 
Please remember to keep us up to date with contact details. Recently we have tried to contact parents using the details we 
have and they have been out of date. If Santa brings a new mobile phone for Christmas, please let us have your new number. 
If you change your job please also let us have the new details for that including the phone number. Any changes at all, it is 
important we know please!  

Snow Closure  
Who knows if we will get any snow this year! Since we bought a snow clearing machine three years ago we haven’t had any!  
We always have a dilemma when the weather is bad – should we open or should we close and it is never an easy decision and 
starts to be considered from about 5.30am when snow has fallen overnight. We will always make the decision that is best 
for the children at the time – if it is not safe to open, due to the site or conditions on the paths and roads to school, we will 
have to close. We have a gritting machine so if it is icy the site can be gritted quickly and efficiently and we have also 
purchased our snow blower machine, so if the site can be cleared and made safe we will open. However, even with this 
equipment, at times it is just not safe to open, so although we will do our best, the decision always hinges on what is safe 
for the children.  



                                                                                                   
                                          

We will text parents in the morning if we are closed, so please make sure we have your correct mobile details. If you 
receive the text but your child may be staying elsewhere with a friend, relative or parent please make sure you pass the 
message on!  
On icy and snowy days, please make sure you leave plenty of time to get to school and that your child has suitable clothes, 
including a warm coat. Many children have come this term with very thin coats on which do not keep them warm over a long 
playtime on a windy playground! Please make sure your child’s coat is waterproof as we try and get out if it is a little damp 
and we want to keep them warm and dry. Some of the winter coats are getting wet on the way to school and don’t dry out 
meaning the children can be cold at playtimes.  

Steam Trains to Santa  
Bure Valley Railway is putting on its popular Steam Trains to Santa service again this year, from 3rd – 24th December. The 
train departs from Wroxham station to Santa’s Grotto where each child will receive an early personal present. 
Entertainment and festive refreshments are on offer before the train departs again for Wroxham. Prices are from £15 
for adults (13yrs and over), and from £15 for children (0-12yrs). For more information and to book (pre booking is 
essential) telephone 01263 733858 or visit www.bvrw.co.uk 

Children’s University Opportunity  
Jaya dance, a Bollywood & Bhangra dance company, will be running a workshop as learning destination for the Norfolk 
Children's University: Bollywood Dance Workshop for aged 6yrs to adult  
Venue: Dereham Leisure Centre, Station Road, Dereham  
Wednesday 21st December 2016  from 11am to 12pm  at a cost of £4 per person  
Booking is essential, please book by email to info@jayadance.com  

Messy Church 
The next Messy Church session will be at St. Nicholas Church, Dereham, on Thursday 29th December, 10am-11.30am. Come 
along to welcome in the New Year with games, crafts and worship. There will be refreshments available also. If you’d like 
further details please call Evelyn Speed on 01362 681339. 

Menu change  
Please not that during the first week back after the Christmas break we have some changes to the lunch menu. 
Thursday 5th January: chicken nuggets, potato wedges, sweetcorn & peas, followed by chocolate sponge and chocolate 
custard. 
Friday 6th January: Fish fingers with chips and beans, followed by carrot cake. 
The new menu for next term will be on the website soon as we are just making a few changes!  
 
 
 

Joanna Pedlow  



                                                                                                   
                                          

 

Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year from all of us at Toftwood Infant School! 


