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Newsletter 6 
Welcome back to a new year in school! We hope you had a lovely break. 

 
 

Class Attendance Award 
Many classes had very good attendance for the last week of the Autumn term, 12th – 16th December, however in 
the end it was Mrs Chapman’s class who had the best attendance and will have the certificate displayed on the 
classroom door. Well done! 
Class totals for last term were: 
1st  Miss Clarke (Year 2)   98.57%     
1st   Mrs Adams (Year 2)   98.57% 
2nd   Mrs Ponder (Year 2)   98.50%           
3rd   Mrs Rudd/Miss Gold (Reception) 98.36%  
4th  Miss Coombes (Reception)  98.26%  
5th  Mrs Carter (Reception)  97.74% 
6th  Miss Hooper (Year 1)   97.35% 
7th  Mrs Chapman (Year 1)   97.09% 
8th  Miss McTavish (Year 1)  96.98% 
9th  Mrs Sutterby (Nursery)  93.61%   
Congratulations to Miss Clarke’s and Mrs Ponder’s classes for winning the class attendance award for the term. 
A treat is on the way for those classes.  

Attendance Awards  
Congratulations to the 124 children who have achieved 100% attendance for the autumn term 2016, and who 
have received their bronze certificates for one term’s 100% attendance this academic year.  
 
Congratulations also to the 99 children who have received a certificate for good attendance (97% upwards) in 
the same term:  
 
Considering how many bugs, coughs and colds we had in December, it is great to see so many children having 
such good attendance. Well done to all of them! Let’s hope this term is a healthy one for all of us. 
We will be looking again at attendance for all children this week and next week. We will be sending home a print 
out to all parents of their child’s attendance for the autumn term. 
Check against the list below to see how your child’s attendance compares. 
100% Excellent. Your child had full attendance and full access to all of the learning opportunities in 

school. 
97-99.99% Very good. There were very few absences and your child has missed a minimal amount of 

learning time, possibly through illness and may get 100% next term.  
95.1-97%  Requires improvement. We need to work together to look at the reasons and to ensure we can 

support you to build on your child’s attendance this term before it becomes a cause for concern. 
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If your child was ill last term, eg with chickenpox, and this is the reason for their absence we 
are hopeful this term will be better and will monitor their attendance to see if it is. 

90-95% Cause for concern. Our cluster attendance officer advises we have attendance panels for all 
children where their attendance is at this level. The government classes those with a lower 
attendance rate of 90%, as persistent absentees. An action plan with support would be put in 
place and if there was no improvement then court action could be taken. We will monitor closely 
a child’s attendance when it is at this level.  

80-89.9% Higher levels of concerns. We hope it never gets to this low level of attendance, but if it does 
we will already have informed you. An attendance panel will definitely take place and we will 
work with you to put an action plan in place. You will need to show how you have taken steps to 
make improvements. Progress will be closely monitored and court action will result if attendance 
does not reach required levels. No further illness absences will be authorised without a medical 
letter from a GP in line with advice we have had.     

Under 80% Serious cause for concern. We will monitor your child’s attendance on a daily basis. No further 
illness absences will be authorised without a medical letter from a GP in line with advice we have 
had. We will call an attendance panel or attendance meeting with you and an action plan will be 
drawn up to show how your child’s attendance will improve. Support will be given. Court action 
will result if attendance does not reach required levels in the given time frame, usually around 
six weeks. 

 
Late arrivals are a part of the attendance percentage also, so it is really important to make sure your child 
attends regularly and on time each day to give them the best possible chance of making progress in school, 
socially and academically. If they are not in school they cannot learn, or overcome the things they find difficult 
and it makes it much harder to make and keep friendship groups too.  
Please make any medical appointments outside of school time whenever possible. However, a medical 
appointment does not mean a day off school! Even if your child has a GP appointment, for example, at 9.30, but 
are well enough to be at school, always bring them in for registration and collect them afterwards. Children 
should attend before and after routine hospital appointments also. Please remember to get a signed 
appointment slip for GP, hospital and dental appointments for proof of attendance. You can collect one from 
outside the office or print one from the website.  Remember we register children at 9am and 1.10 pm every 
day.  
If we have any phone calls from Children’s Services social care where a concern has been raised about a child 
or family, or we have any overall concerns about a child, we always have to report on a child’s attendance.  
Please remember that we are here to discuss any difficulties you may have with attendance and offer support 
and our cluster parent support adviser or cluster attendance support officer are also available. Just contact us 
through the school office or them directly. Their contact details are all on the school website or ask the 
office. We are committed to working together to ensure good levels of attendance for all children.  

Speech and Language  
Many children have speech and language difficulties and this can really affect their learning. There can be 
many reasons for this, some of the most common ones we have in school are children with hearing difficulties 
or children who use of have used dummies. However, there are other reasons for difficulties apart from these.  
We work to support the children, but if you have a child aged 5 years or under, then you can drop in for a 
friendly, informal chat with a speech and language therapies at one of the local children’s centres. No 
appointment is required. They can offer specialist advice as well as follow on appointments if needed. Children 
are seen on a first come, first served basis and sessions are 15-20 minutes, so there may be a short wait. If 
sessions are full you may be asked to come back another day. 
Sessions and venues are set out below. 
 
Venue     Address   Date   Times  
Dereham Children’s Centre  London Road Dereham  12th  January  9.30-11.30am 
Swaffham Children’s Centre  White Cross Road Swaffham 8th February  9.15-10.45 am  



                                                                                                   
                                          

Fakenham Children’s Centre  Norwich Road Fakenham 22nd February  9.30-11.30am 

Reception Dressing Up  
Reception’s new topic is fantasy. They will be encouraged to use their imagination, and to give the children some 
inspiration for their learning Reception children will be having a dressing up day on Friday 13th January. Those 
children that would like to can dress up as a fantasy character such as a superhero, prince or princess, 
mermaid, fairy or pirate. Please do not feel you need to go and buy a costume! Use what you have or even make 
one with your child. Remember we are having a Space themed dressing up day for all children in February so one 
costume can be used for both!  
If your child does not wish to dress up, they do not have to. We know it’s not for everyone! 

 Thank You 
Mrs Bell and I have been all round school this morning to visit each class and see how the children have settled 
in on their first day back. Firstly, we were so impressed with the children’s attitude to their learning today. All 
of the children were well behaved and really focused on their learning, which is great to see. 
We also noticed how smart the children were and that the vast majority had the correct uniform on. Thank you 
for all of your support in ensuring the children came back to school wearing the correct uniform. In the whole 
school of nearly three hundred children we only noticed one or two children without the correct uniform and we 
will discuss this with those parents directly. We talked in assembly today about how our uniform means we all 
belong to the same school and we all work together in our school.  

New arrival  
Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Litwin and their family on the safe arrival of Weronika who was born on 
Wednesday 4th January. We look forward to meeting her.  

Wedding Bells!  
Congratulations also to Miss Hooper and her partner Josh on their Christmas engagement. We wish them lots 
of happiness for the future. It’s only taken him 9 years to ask but we are pleased he finally did!  

Junior School Applications  
We have been informed that 16 parents in Year 2 have not applied for their child’s junior school place for 
September! Applications close on the 15th January and if you do not apply in time you may be left without a 
place! Text reminders have been sent. Please don’t miss out.  

 
 

Joanna Pedlow  


