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Class Attendance Award 
We are pleased to say that 2 classes hold the award for the best attendance for the week 9th-13th January, 
the first full week back after the Christmas break. Miss McTavish’s and Miss Clarke’s classes both achieved a 
brilliant 100%. Mrs Chapman’s class had the best attendance for the week 16th – 20th January. Well done! 

Absences  
Most parents are very good at informing us if their child is ill or unable to attend school for any reason. 
However, we still have some who do not ring in and inform us. By law, we have to have reasons for every child 
that does not attend school on the day. If you have not informed us, we have to explore why and find the 
reason. This can sometimes mean several phone calls that have to be made to ensure we know the child is safe.  
Please ensure you ring and inform us before 9am. If we do not get a message with a reason, and we cannot get 
hold of you to let us know why your child is not in school, this is a cause for concern. In order to ensure you and 
your child are safe and well, we may then need to make a phone call to the police who will carry out a welfare 
check.  
To save everyone time and worry, PLEASE ensure you phone in before 9am if your child is absent for any 
reason.  

Bedtime stories  
Letters have been sent home giving information about our Bedtime stories session on Thursday 9th February at 
6.15pm. Please can you ensure you return the slips (if not already done so) to school by Friday 3rd February. 
This then will help us to ensure we have enough milk and cookies for the children. Please return the slip even if 
you are unable to join us. Come and enjoy an opportunity to spend time reading to your child and sharing stories 
together. Please note, mobile phones and electronic devices should not be used or seen at the bedtime 
stories! This is partly in line with our safeguarding policy, but also to allow the focus to be on the bedtime 
stories and the time with your child.  

 
 Book Week           

Mrs Sutterby, our Literacy lead, has been working hard and making plans for the book week from 6th – 10th 
February.  
Our theme is ‘Lost in Space’ and we have lots activities, visitors and books for the children to enjoy.  
The author James Campbell will be working with classes from Reception to Year 2 on Tuesday 7th February, and 
there will be space themed workshops involving singing, signing, stories and games for Nursery and Reception 
classes on Wednesday 8th February.  
The author Brian Ogden will be reading some of his stories to the Nursery children on Friday 10th February. 
We also have dressing up day on Friday 10th February for all children who would like to dress up around the 
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space theme. You can be anyone or anything from space or related to space – aliens, astronauts, planets, space 
scientists, the choice is yours. Please don’t feel obliged to go and buy costumes; homemade outfits or onesies 
are acceptable! The important thing is the children enjoy it and we do not want to add to the long list of things 
parents already have to do! Any questions, please come and ask. 
 
Book Fair 
The half price book fair is on after school until 4.00pm on Thursday 26th, Friday 27th, Monday 30th and 
Tuesday 31st January. It will be in the Library and Nursery, so please do come and join us. There are books 
for children of all ages and we are able to order in any books that are not in stock but in the catalogue. Grab a 
bargain and help to inspire a love of reading with your child.  

Poppy Collection  
A big thank you to all of the children and families who supported the poppy appeal collection. We raised a 
fantastic £297.21! That is a tremendous amount and will support the good work of the Poppy Appeal.  

Charity Collection  
We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who so generously donated to our charity collection for 
Nelson’s Journey. They offer support to families and children who have lost a close relative and have been 
supporting one of our children through such a loss this year.  
We have been able to send a cheque for £400 to them to help with their work and are so grateful for your 
support.  

No smoking around schools  
The no smoking around schools campaign was launched for our school, along with Toftwood Junior and Fred 
Nicholson School this week. There is an article in the EDP and the Dereham Times this week and some 
information on our website. PLEASE do not stand and smoke on the areas and paths around school. Consider the 
health of others. Thank you.  
 

Literacy Workshops  
Thank you to all of the parents who attended the literacy workshops this week and thank you to Mrs Chapman 
and Mrs Ponder who orgainsed the events. They shared lots of ways to help your child with their literacy and 
explained some of the more complicated parts of Literacy the children now need to understand. 
They had a range of handouts, and we will add these to our website shortly if you were unable to attend. 
We ran an evening workshop as working parents have commented they cannot attend during the day. We do this 
on the basis that we need a minimum of 12 parents to attend in order to run it, and 16 signed up. However, only 
11 actually attended on the evening. This is disappointing as staff have given up an evening to do this for 
parents. We do hope that those who attended found it useful.  

Uniform reminder  
We are really pleased to see that the children are all correctly dressed in full uniform. Just a reminder that 
ALL shoes or boots must be black in colour. If not, your child will need to wear their plimsolls in class until they 
have black shoes.  
Please can you send your child in with a hat and gloves now the weather is colder. They are outside for quite 
some time and it is really chilly out there.  
Please label all belongings – the lost property box is overflowing with jumpers, hats and scarves without names 
on! Please do check as we will be disposing of all unclaimed lost property at half term.  
 
 



                                                                                                   
                                          

Free vision checks for children  
Did you know that all children 5-16 years old should have a free vision and eye health check at least every two 
years at an opticians? Routine vision testing is offered to all Reception year children at school. If any problems 
are picked up at that point, children are referred to a hospital based paediatric eye clinic, but children's eyes 
change as they grow and some problems aren't obvious, which is why regular check-ups are important, just as 
you take your children regularly to the dentist. Look out for the Zookeeper Zoe picture books with integrated 
eye tests for all children, in your local library or mobile library, to help get your child used to the idea of 
regular eye checks. Our school library also has a copy and some Boots Opticians may still have free copies left 
too. 
Family Voice Annual Conference 
The Family Voice Annual Conference will take place on Saturday 18th March at the John Innes Centre in 
Norwich. This is an event for parent carers and families of children with SEND. There will be guest speakers, 
workshops, the chance to book a slot to speak to professionals (subject to availability), information stalls, 
support groups, in fact everything in all matters of SEND. It is a free to attend event with on-site parking and 
lunch included. There are a limited number of crèche places available but booking is essential for this and is on 
a first come, first served basis. Bookings can be made via events@familyvoice.org.uk 
For more information please visit www.familyvoice.org.uk 

 
Messy Church 

St Nicholas Church in Dereham is holding its next Messy Church session on Thursday 16th February, 10am-
11.30am. All are welcome for games, crafts, worship and refreshments.  

Lambing Weekend  
Easton and Otley College are holding a lambing weekend at our Easton Campus on Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th 
February from 10am – 4pm.  We would like to invite you, your children and their families along to what always 
proves to be a fun, friendly and informative experience for all the family. 
Entry is £5.00 per adult, £2.00 for under 16’s and under 5’s go FREE!  Car parking is FREE too. 
There will be lambs to watch being born and taking their first steps, tractor and trailer rides, as well as a visit 
to see the highland cows, pigs, chickens and other farm animals.  There is also a barbeque and other 
refreshments available. 
 

Joanna Pedlow  


