
Grammar Quiz!
What are the 

nouns/verbs/adjectives/adverbs/prepositions/conjunctions
in this sentence?

The enormous, grey elephant was stomping furiously 
through the green, leafy jungle because he was angry.



Toftwood Infant 
School

Literacy Workshop

Charlotte Clarke (Year 2)
Debs Chapman (Year 1)



Timetable 
9.15 Presentation about Reading, Writing and 
SPAG

9:45 Question and answers session

10:00 Close



Reading



What the National Curriculum 
says about Reading

“Teachers should develop pupils’ spoken language, 
reading, writing and vocabulary as integral aspects of 
the teaching of every subject.”

“Pupils should be taught to read fluently, (both 
fiction and non-fiction) and be encouraged to read 
for pleasure. Schools should do everything to 
promote wider reading.” 



The programmes of study for reading at key stages 
1 and 2 consist of two dimensions:
• word reading
• comprehension (both listening and reading). 



How and when do children 
read at Toftwood Infant 

School?

• Guided Reading time

• Individually

• Day to day in all areas of the 
curriculum



Reading Books
• Children are tested on the number of sounds they know and 

their phase words and are given colour reading bands as 
appropriate.

• Your child’s reading book is for home use but please make sure 
it is kept in the book bag and is available everyday in school.

• Your child is responsible for changing their reading book when 
they come into school in the morning.

• Children are tested on their sounds and phase words as and 
when is necessary and their reading colour band may be 
changed. 





How we teach reading in our 
school - Phonics



Sound buttons and reading 
robot

rain





Guided Reading
• Designated time of the curriculum for years 1 

and 2

• Children work in ability groups

• Each group has 1 session a week with the teacher

• Other sessions will focus on word level and 
comprehension work completed independently 



Reading Comprehension



What can I do to help support my 
child with reading at home?

• Read regularly at home. We recommend 3 times a 
week.

• Read to your child

• Read a range of fiction and non fiction 

• Visit the Library

• Help your child to learn the words and sounds that 
are sent home



“All pupils must be encouraged to read 
widely across both fiction and non-fiction 
to develop their knowledge of themselves 
and the world they live in, to establish an 
appreciation and love of reading, and to 
gain knowledge across the curriculum.”
The National Curriculum 2014



“Reading widely and often increases pupils’ 
vocabulary because they encounter words 
they would rarely hear or use in everyday 
speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ 
imagination and opens up a treasure house 
of wonder and joy for curious young 
minds.”
The National Curriculum 2014



Writing



What the National Curriculum says 
about Writing

Year 1
Children should develop their vocabulary and understanding of grammar, as well as their 
knowledge more generally across the curriculum. If they are still struggling to decode and 
spell, they need to be taught this through phonics lessons.

Year 2
In writing, pupils at the beginning of year 2 should be able to compose individual sentences 
orally and then write them down. They should be able to spell correctly many of the words 
covered in year 1. They should also be able to make phonically plausible attempts to spell 
words they have not yet learnt. Finally, they should be able to form individual letters 
correctly, so establishing good handwriting habits from the beginning. 

It is important to recognise that pupils begin to meet extra challenges in terms of spelling 
during year 2. Increasingly, they should learn that there is not always an obvious connection 
between the way a word is said and the way it is spelt.

Pupils’ motor skills also need to be sufficiently advanced for them to write down ideas that 
they may be able to compose orally. 

In addition, writing is intrinsically harder than reading: pupils are likely to be able to read 
and understand more complex writing (in terms of its vocabulary and structure) than they 
are capable of producing themselves. 



The programmes of study for writing: 

• transcription (spelling)
• handwriting
• composition (includes editing)
• vocabulary, grammar and punctuation



How do we teach writing at 
Toftwood Infant School?









Joined Handwriting

• We teach in the Nelson joined handwriting style.





Marking and Next Steps

• Smiley face for something they have done well.

• Arrow for something they need to practise or improve. This a target that 
the children should focus on in their next piece of writing. 

e.g.           finger spaces 

• All marking is completed in green pen so the children can see it clearly.



What can I do to help support my 
child with writing at home?

• Complete home learning to practice writing. If your child is in Year 2, 
write spellings in sentences.

• Practise letter formation and do fine motor control activities.

• Use punctuation marks including full stops, question marks, capital 
letters and inverted commas (speech marks) for speech.

• Model writing to your child and provide opportunities for them to 
write for a purpose, e.g. writing a postcard or a shopping list.

• Encourage them to join their handwriting in the style we use at school.

• Make writing fun! Use chalks, post it notes, different coloured pens to 
make writing exciting and engaging.



SPAG



What is SPAG?

Spelling Punctuation and Grammar



Why is spelling, punctuation and 
grammar so important?



What does the National 
Curriculum say about SPAG?

“Pupils should be taught to control their speaking and 
writing consciously and to use Standard English. They 
should be taught to use the elements of spelling, 
grammar, punctuation and ‘language about language’ 
listed. This is not intended to constrain or restrict 
teachers’ creativity, but simply to provide the structure 
on which they can construct exciting lessons.” 

“Throughout the programmes of study, teachers should 
teach pupils the vocabulary they need to discuss their 
reading, writing and spoken language. It is important that 
pupils learn the correct grammatical terms in English 
and that these terms are integrated within teaching.” 



SPAG Terminology – Year 1
Suffix: A suffix is an ‘ending’, used at the end of one word to turn it into 
another word, e.g. teacher.

Prefix: A prefix is added at the beginning of a word in order to turn it into 
another word, e.g. disappear.

Conjunction: A conjunction links two words or phrases together, e.g. when, 
and, but, because.

Connectives: Words/phrases that stitch meaning together between clauses, 
sentences, paragraphs, e.g. however, first, next, then

Clause: A clause is a mini sentence, a string of words that hangs together on 
the verb. Clauses may be main or subordinate, e.g. It was raining.

Preposition: When or where something happens, e.g. to, at, outside



SPAG Terminology – Year 2
Noun: Nouns can be used after determiners, such as ‘the’ and ‘a’, e.g. the book. Nouns 
may be classified as common (e.g. boy, day) or proper (e.g. Ivan, Wednesday).

Pronouns: Used instead of the specific names, e.g. he, she

Adjective: Used before a noun, to make the noun’s meaning more specific (i.e. to 
modify the noun), or after the verb be, as its complement.

Adverb: They can modify a verb, an adjective, another adverb or even a whole clause. 

Verb: They can usually have a tense, either present or past (see also future). They 
usually name states or feelings rather than actions, e.g. He likes cake.

Comma: A comma marks a slight break between different parts of a sentence or a list.

Apostrophe: Used to show the place of missing letters (e.g. I’m for I am) and marking 
possessives (e.g. Hannah’s mother).

Homophone: Two different words that sound the same but are spelt differently, e.g. 
hear, here. 

Near homophones: Two words that are spelt the same but have different meanings.



SPAG Terminology – Year 2



SPAG Terminology – Year 2
Tenses:
In KS1 the children are taught to write in the present
and the past tense. 



Punctuation
Full stop – Used to end a sentence.

Question Mark – Used when a direct question is asked.

Exclamation Mark – Used to indicate strong feelings or a 
raised voice in speech.

Inverted Commas – (not speech marks) “ ” or ‘ ’

Commas – Used at the end of speech and in lists

Apostrophes – Used to show possession or when a letter 
is missing.



How do we teach SPAG at Toftwood 
Infant School?

How do we teach SPAG?

• Using Jolly Grammar incorporated into Phonics lessons – actions, colours 
and terminology (in classrooms and lessons).

• Extra Phonics lessons during library time.

• Guided Reading activities

• Through foundation subjects as well as Literacy.

• Early morning activities 



Thank you for coming to our 
Literacy Workshop.

Any questions?


