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Newsletter 8 
  

Class Attendance Award 
Mrs Adam’s class has the best attendance for the week 23rd -27th January. Well done to this class! The 
attendance certificate will be proudly displayed on their classroom door.  
Mrs Chapman’s class achieved a fantastic 100% for the week 30th January – 3rd February. Congratulations to all 
of these children. 
We are currently looking at a treat for Mrs Adams and Miss Clarke’s classes to celebrate the best autumn 
term attendance.  

Literacy Workshop for Years 1 and 2  
Thank you to everyone who attended the literacy workshop with Mrs Ponder and Mrs Chapman. We see from 
the feedback those that attended found it very useful. All of the handouts and information from the session 
are on our website. Look at the curriculum tab about the workshop. If you have any questions about this, please 
come and ask.  
We have already sent home some additional handwriting information to parents who were not sure about the 
joins. We appreciate they may be different to the way you were taught to write, but the children in school 
have made really pleasing progress with their handwriting using the Nelson scheme and as this is the scheme 
used in the juniors it will really help them with their handwriting progression over the next few years. We could 
even run some short sessions for parents to demonstrate and we are looking at putting some 
help/demonstration videos on the website too. Please let us know what you would find useful so we can organise 
it for you.  
You can also buy Nelson handwriting materials on line, but please ensure they are the current materials as some 
sites have different versions. If you are not sure, please ask.  
In home learning books, if your child wants to write, please feel free to draw lines for them or to do their 
writing on a lined piece of paper and stick it in. The books are deliberately plain so they can encourage 
creativity and give children the freedom to approach their home learning however they may wish to. If your 
child prefers to write, writing on lines is preferred when they are ready to do so.  
Thank you to Mrs Ponder and Mrs Chapman for running the session and offering such valuable support.  

Maths Whizz 
Thank you for those of you who are helping your child at home by ensuring they have access to maths whizz. 
The progress and usage is great. 
However, some children are becoming a little obsessed by it! We would like them to do 30 minutes a week, and 
we have now capped the usage to a maximum of 90 minutes. After that they will need to reinforce their work in 
all areas to ensure they have a deeper understanding of it.  
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One big request – please DON’T help your child or do it for them! It doesn’t help their learning or their 
progress as they may move on without understanding what has been done. It really isn’t about who goes the 
furthest, it is about how well it supports their progress and we can only use it if the work is independent.  

Book Week  
It has been lovely to see the children taking part in all of our book week activities, from visiting authors to 
dressing up. What a great way to end a half term!  
Thank you to all of the parents who supported with extreme reading and dressing up, your help is much 
appreciated by us all.  
 

Calling all Brownies, Rainbows, Cubs and Beavers  
Wednesday 22nd February is Thinking Day. This day celebrates the birth of the Scout and the Guide 
movements. To celebrate this day, we would like to offer all those in the above groups the opportunity to wear 
their uniform on this day if they would like to.  
 
 
Activities in the community  
 
Bure Valley Railway  
The Teddy Bear Express will be visiting Aylsham and Wroxham stations over half term week, 11th to 19th 
February. Bring your bear along for a journey of teddy based activities, which takes around 45 minutes and 
enjoy refreshments at the Whistlestop Café. Children can travel free when accompanied by a full fare paying 
adult (maximum of 2 children per adult). For more details and timetable information please visit www.bvrw.co.uk 
or telephone 01263 733858. 

 
Norwich Cathedral  

Cathedral Tots at Norwich Cathedral is a new pre-school group for children under 5, where parents and 
children can enjoy lots of fun activities together. The first session was held on Wednesday 8th February, 1.45-
2.45pm in the Hostry (Bowerbank Room), but for more information on joining the group, contact Lindsay 
Blankley on 01603 218451 or email schoolsofficer@cathedral.org.uk	
There is also a Family Fun Day at the Cathedral on Thursday 16 February, 10.30am - 3.30pm. Come along for 
children's activities including crafts, storytelling and music (babies and toddlers welcome, too!)No need to 
book, just turn up on the day! Check-in at the Hostry. £2.00 for over 5s, adults and under 5s free. 
  
Ripstop Puppet Theatre 
For a half term local theatre treat, Dereham Memorial Hall is presenting Ripstop Theatre’s production of ‘A 
Real Mermaid’s Tail’, a performance specially written for children from 3 to 8 years and their families. It is a 
live show, with exciting and innovative puppetry and shadow theatre, on Friday 17th February at 11.30am, and a 
matinee at 1.30pm. Ripstop have been performing all over the country since 1988 and reviews have said that 
children really enjoy the humour and storytelling, and an added bonus is that there are crafty pirates! Tickets 
are £4 for children and £6 for adults. Tickets are available at Bright and Beautiful Flowers on Wellington Road 
in Dereham, (01362 288124) or visit www.ticketsource.co.uk/venue/EJFLDM . Alternatively you can pay on the 
door.The show lasts for 50 minutes and you can park in Morrison’s car park free for 3 hours. The Memorial Hall 
has been refurbished so as well as enjoying the performance you can treat yourself to an ice cream or coffee 
in the Memorial Hall bar. 

Have a great half term everyone.  
 
 
 

Joanna Pedlow  


