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New jobs! 
A new year brings new roles for the children. It is always exciting to see our children taking on a new responsibility 
and to see them use their talents. One of these is our tour guides, who will work with the staff at Infant School to 
meet visitors to our school and answer questions. 
The following children have been chosen as tour guides for the year, as we think they will be able to carry out their 
duties in a polite, confident and enthusiastic manner! This is such an important role as it gives visitors their first 
impression of our school, so it is important to make it a good one. It also enables the children to develop their self-
confidence and to work as a team, and they have shown great promise in their training so far. 
Miss Clarke’s Class: Arthur Joshua Lois Emily 
Mrs Harrison’s Class: Corey Isla Madison Charlie 
Mrs Adams’ Class: Maddison Frankie Harrison Finnley 
We also have the school council and class council elections which recently took place. We are very proud of all those 
that stood for election and well done to those elected.

Infant School Council:
Chairperson Thomas 
Treasurer Phoebe 
Secretary Maisie
Infant Class Council:
Miss Clarke’s Class: Alfie Ellie 
Mrs Harrison’s Class: William Isla 
Mrs Adams’ Class: Joana Martin 
Mrs Ponder’s Class: Imogen Oliver 
Mrs Chapman’s Class: Lola Malachy 
Miss Hooper’s Class: Lily Dylan 

Junior School Council:
Chairperson Gaby 
Treasurer Oscar 
Secretary Madison 
Junior Class Council:
AH3: Ben  & Lilly RL5: Elliot & Keesha 
HD3: Devon  & Evie VH5: Blake & Ciana 
JS3: Loris & Emma-Mai GG5: Troy  & Amy 
CM4: Connor & Evie RC6: Rares  & Madison 
AF4: Sam  & Ellie AW6: Alex & Gaby 
MI4: Daniel & Peaches MS6: Oscar & Rhianna 
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Infant School Playground Pals
The children have elected their new playground pals who will support the children at playtimes and lunchtimes and be 
there to be a friend or help them if they need it. They are: 
Grace , Lilah , Jacob, Noah , Sofia, Imogen, Matthew, William, George, Robbie , Jasmine & Freya.

Attendance Award
We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week.

Infant School Junior School 
Week beg 11th September 100% Miss Harrison’s class 100% AF4 and GG5 
Week beg 18th September 100% Mrs Sutterby’s class 100% GG5
Week beg 25th September 100% Miss Gold/Mrs Rudd’s class 100% RL5 

We are really pleased with the attendance of the majority of our children, but a few cause concern and we will be 
reviewing this after half term. We will then have an attendance panel if a child’s attendance is below acceptable 
levels and look at the reasons and how we can support parents or carers in getting their children in school regularly 
and on time and the next steps we need to take. 
If you check our website it has lots of information on attendance and the details of the cluster attendance support 
officer as well as a ‘fit for school’ leaflet to give some guidance on how to know if a child is well enough for school. 
You can also call our cluster Parent Support Adviser, Alison Thompson. Her details are also on the website.

Infant Lunchtime Stars
We have four new lunchtime stars to celebrate: 
Lily, Lilah, Ruby and Joana.
These children were all chosen by our mid-day supervisors, because they have behaved exceptionally well at 
lunchtime, or been helpful or kind to others, or have set a good example to others over the lunchtime period. 
Congratulations to them all. 

Christmas Sugar Collection
In support of the Christmas School sugar collection for the homeless and hungry, families in crisis and those seeking 
refuge from domestic violence in East Anglia, we are collecting sugar. It makes a real difference for shelters and 
food kitchens during the cold days of winter. The total amount of sugar donated last year by over 70 schools was 4 
tonnes!! If you would like to send in a bag of sugar or pack of tea or coffee, please can we have your donation by 4th

December to either school. Thank you for making a difference to those in need. 

Harvest Banner
Thirty six children from Year 1 to Year 6 across our two schools have taken part in decorating our school Federation 
banner for the Harvest Festival Service at Norwich Cathedral. The banner is very colourful and gives thanks for 
Harvest, featuring a green John Deere combine harvester and a variety of wildlife amongst the harvest fields! Many 
thanks to Mrs Reeve and Mrs Macqueen, our RE subject leaders for their work on this with the children. We are very 
pleased to have been asked to participate in this way. Thank you to all of those children who gave up their lunch times 
to do the art work too. It is lovely to have a joint project in the wider community. 
Look out for photos on the Federation website!

Parking Outside School
We have had a request from some of our neighbours on Westfield Road to ask if parents would not park blocking 
their driveways. Please do respect those that live near our school and walk or car share whenever possible. Parking 
wardens may be in attendance and there could be tickets for those who park ignoring the road rules. Please keep our 
children safe. 



Accelerated Reader
We had a great turn out of over 85 parents and carers for our session for parents on accelerated reader, a 
programme used to support the teaching of reading and comprehension at the junior school. 
Thank you to all of those who attended. If you couldn’t make it, the slides and the handouts are already on the 
website. 
Some questions were raised at the meeting, and as part of the process of ongoing improvement in the school, the main 
questions and answers are printed below:

Q Can the range of the books be written in the children’s books?
A Yes, we will tell the teachers this and get this in place

Q Can the children change their books at other times? 
A We introduced the before and after school to maximise learning time in lessons for the children. They need to get 
to the library between 8.30 and 8.50 to do this and then they can change books after school. We are also moving 
some of the lunchtime activities around so we can open the library at lunchtimes also. We are working a system for 
this with the teachers currently. 

Q The children have not been able to take their quizzes quickly enough
A  Initially, in year 3 especially, it takes the children time to log in and learn the system. This will improve once they 
get used to it. They have to remember their computer log in and then their accelerated reader log in. We are going to 
look at having the details on a card so they can be supported to do this quickly. 

Please also remember that this is not the only thing your child can be reading! Encourage them to read other books, 
to read what they really enjoy and to make reading something they do for pleasure and not a result on a quiz. 
Membership of Dereham Library is free to all and gives your child access to a whole new world of books to enjoy. 

We are also buying many new books to expand the selection available to the children in school as well as looking into 
ways that we could let parents find out if the books a child reads at home are on the accelerated list with tests and a 
level. 

Website
The joint deration website is up and running and we have a great deal of information on there, not only about school 
but also about organisations that can support parents. Please do keep looking at it as we will also have photos form 
events in school, presentations from in school events and much more!
Each year group has a page to share some of their exciting learning with you. 

ZSL London Zoo Skype Call 
On Wednesday 4th October the Year 1 children received a Skype call from a zookeeper from ZSL London Zoo. She 
was located in front of the giraffe enclosure and started by asking the children what their favourite animals were. 
She then discussed different types of animals and how we can classify them. The children used what they had learnt 
from the topic ‘Animal Life’ so far and really impressed the zookeeper with their knowledge of reptiles, amphibians, 
mammals, birds and fish. The zookeeper showed the children different skulls, skins and teeth from animals and 
discussed why they might need these to survive. 
The children took part in a quiz about what animals eat. They had cards to hold up to show whether the animal was a 
herbivore, carnivore or omnivore. The children all enjoyed taking part in the call and learnt lots more about animal 
life! Ask them about it! 
Year 1 also had their Sealife Centre visit last week so it is good to see them really having exciting experiences with 
their learning. 
Look on the Year 1 pages of the website for information and some pictures. 

Table Top Sale 
On Saturday 4th November William Cowper Pre-School are holding at Table top sale at Toftwood Village Hall. Times 
are 10:00am until 2:00pm. There are going to be loads of stalls, tombola and light refreshments. Please support them 
if you can. For any more information or if you would like to have a stall please call 07736 564160.



Messy Church
The next Messy Church session will be at St. Nicholas Church, Dereham, on Thursday 26th October, 10am-11.30am. 
Come along and join in with games, crafts and worship. There will be refreshments available also. All Free!! If you’d 
like further details please call Evelyn Speed on 01362 681339.

Clubs
We are looking into the best way to run clubs in the junior school. We need to ensure that they are the right clubs 
for the children and that the funding of them is fair. 
If we run a club that uses an external provider, then parents will need to pay the cost for this to the provider 
directly, which will vary according to the provider. We need to also look at certain financial arrangements these 
providers have to keep it all ‘above board’. In addition to that we need to do relevant safeguarding checks. 
If a club will incur costs, we will let you know in advance of the cost so you can make an informed decision about 
whether your child attends. We would need the sessions paid for in advance. 
Some clubs will be free of charge, these will be the clubs where it is not costing the school to run them. We are also 
running more clubs at lunch time instead of after school

Harvest Foodbank Collection 
For Harvest this year we are doing a collection for the local Foodbank to help those in need. If you would like to make 
a donation, please bring it to either school on Wednesday 18th October. 
They would really like:

∑ tinned fruit (400gms)
∑ tea bags (80's)
∑ dried pasta (500gms)
∑ UHT milk (1 litre)
∑ Breakfast Cereals

They have plenty of sugar and beans already. 
All items must be in date and no fresh foods are accepted unfortunately.
Thank you for your support. 

Family Photos
The ever popular family photo evenings with Wendy, our federation photographer, will be as follows:

∑ Monday 30th October
∑ Wednesday 8th November 

This is an opportunity for all the family to come and have a reasonably priced photo taken together ready for 
Christmas! You need to sign up for a 15-minute slot with the Infant office. You can pop in or ring on 01362 692612. 
These will be taken at the Infant School but are open to families from both schools. 
Please note these sessions are very popular and will go quickly. If you book a slot but cannot attend please let us know 
so we can cancel it and offer it to someone else. 

Roman Day 
Just a reminder that Year 4 are having a Roman Day on the 16th October. Details are in a separate letter, but those 
children who wish to dress up may do so. 

Holt Hall
Thank you for your positive responses from Year 6 parents re the Holt Hall trip. It is clear that people are willing to 
pay the required costs, so we will go ahead and make the booking. A further letter asking for a deposit will come 
home later. 
Year 6 are already looking at ways they can raise money towards this. Thank you for your support. 



Joanna Pedlow


