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Attendance Award
We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week.

Infant School Junior School
Week beg 9th October 100% Miss Hooper 100% GG5
Week beg 16th October 99.17% Miss Hooper 99.58% GG5 
Week beg 30th October 99.33% Miss Hooper 100% GG5/RC6 
Week beg 6th November 99.35% Miss McTavish 100% RB4/GG5/RL5/AW6

Parent Consultations 
Thank you to everyone who came for parents’ evenings. We appreciate the time to talk to you about your 
child and how you can also support them at home. 
We had a 96% on line booking at the Infant School, and 93% at the Juniors. 
If you missed your appointment, or had not made one, please do contact the school offices to make a time 
to see your child’s teacher. 

Staffing 
Congratulations go to Mrs Smith, one of our year 6 teachers, who is expecting her second baby early next 
year. Our congratulations go to her and her husband and George who is waiting to be a big brother! Once we 
have made arrangements for her class, we will of course let you know. 
We welcome back Mrs Litwin to the Infant School on her return from her maternity leave.  She is now 
working in the Nursery Thursdays and Fridays. Mrs Hunt has also joined us in the kitchen at the Infant 
School as a new member of the lunchtime staff. 
We also welcome Mrs Marrast to the Junior School as a TA. She is working in Year 5 with Miss Gilfillan’s 
class and Mrs Buck to the Junior School as an MSA. Mrs Chapman has joined us as our new cook and the food 
has been looking great, and she is being assisted by Mrs Gregory as a new kitchen assistant. We are 
currently looking at the new menu too so hope more children will try school lunches in the future. 
We hope that they all enjoy their new roles with us and we look forward to working with them.

Holt Hall Meeting 
Year 6 parents – please remember the Holt Hall meeting is on Friday 17th November at 6.30pm. Come along 
for a very brief talk! Thank you for your support in enabling this visit to go ahead. This meeting is for 
parents only please. 
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Children in Need 
We will be supporting Children in Need again this year so children who wish to are welcome to come in 
wearing something spotty, with children in need face painting if they wish. If each child could bring in a 
minimum donation of £1 it would be much appreciated. 
We will be sharing the information with the children, so they know why we are supporting the charity and 
what the money is used for. 

Flu Vaccinations 
Just a reminder the year 3 and 4 flu vaccinations, for those who missed them the first time around, are 
Tuesday 14th November. 

Neatherd Roast Dinner Day 
We have been invited to the Neatherd Roast Dinner Day again this year and are pleased to be attending with 
10 children from Year 6 and Year 2. We will let you know how we get on! 

Year 5 Viking Day 
Due to Children in Need the Viking Day is now on Thursday 23rd November. Hopefully this gives you a little 
more time to prepare a costume. 

Science Award 
Congratulations go the Infant School who have achieved the Primary Science Quality Mark Silver award. This 
is a national award scheme to develop and celebrate the quality of Science teaching and learning in Primary 
Schools and this award celebrates and recognises the excellent work in Science that is taking place in the 
Infant School. Our enormous thanks go to Mrs Ponder who has put in a tremendous amount of work into 
developing Science across the school and who made the submission for the award. 
We also had a very exciting STEM day for children in Reception to Year 5 on Friday last week. The focus for 
this term was Science and we will have some information from this on the website very soon! Please do take a 
look and see some of the exciting events that have taken place. The children thoroughly enjoyed a day 
immersed in Science. 

Pantomime Actor Visit 
Year 2 had an excellent treat today when Ben Langley, an actor who is in the Theatre Royal pantomime, came 
to school to do some acting workshops with the children. They acted their way through the story of Sleeping 
Beauty, comparing it to the version they are performing themselves later this term! 

Cross Country
Children from the Junior School represented the federation at the Sports’ Partnership Cross Country event 
this month. We took a 24-strong team to the West Norwich and Dereham Cross Country competition last 
week. Not only did the group represent the school brilliantly through good sportsmanship and respect to 
others, but there were some high placings in the event - which asks children to run up to 1.5km. Some 
children have progressed to the Cross Country finals, which will be taking place at Holkham Hall in February.
Jason Clarke, James Grunberg, Ellis Hughes and Imogen Davey will be representing the school at those 
finals. Our school came 7th out of 23 teams from across the county.
Thank you to Miss Connors for taking the children and to those adults who also went along to help. 



Girls’ Football 
We also sent some children to a girls’ football competition this week. We had excellent reports from the 
adults that went with the children about their behaviour and excellent attitude towards the event which is 
always pleasing to hear. The girls played in a mini league format knockout competition. Years 3 and 4 finished 
5th and Years 5 and 6 finished 6th. The girls enjoyed the facilities at the FDC at Bowthorpe and their all-
weather pitch, as well as the competition and learning how to play as a team. The certificates will come home 
next week. 
Thank you to Mr Ingham for taking the children and to those adults who went along to help too. 

Christmas Lunch
Christmas Lunch is fast approaching for the children! 
The letters for Christmas Lunch booking will come out to parents on Monday and we need the bookings back 
by Tuesday 28th November. All bookings MUST be received by this date as the food has to be ordered.
We look forward to a great feast ahead of us all.

Mrs Adams’ Class assembly
Mrs Adams’ class are having an assembly for their parents on the 15th November and we need all slips 
returned before this date so we know who is attending. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Family Photo Evening 
Thank you to all of those parents who attended the family photo evening. The proofs from the first sitting 
are in ready to come home and they look fabulous. They will make great Christmas presents for friends and 
family. These proofs will come home today and the ones from this week will follow as soon as possible after 
that. 
Unfortunately, some families did not attend their booked appointments, so we will need to look at this for 

next year. 
Thank you also to the members of the PTA who came and organised the sittings on the night and to Mrs 
Borgars who made the bookings. 

Parent Support Adviser 
Just a reminder that Mrs Thompson, our Parent support Adviser is available on Friday mornings especially 
for families in the federation. You can call the Infant School to make an appointment or ring Mrs Thompson 
on 0793 0609168 or email alisonclusterpsa@dereham.norfolk.sch.uk She can help and advise on areas such as 
sleeping, behavioural issues or any issue that may be affecting your family at home. 

Class Dojo 
The children are responding well to the class dojo awards and we have certificates for the top 2 in each 
class each week and one certificate for the teacher’s choice for the week.
In addition to this, we also have a dojo trophy for the class with the most overall points for the week. Do 
talk to your child about their dojo points and why they have been given them.
We have set it up so all staff can give out dojo points, even to children not in their class. This is helpful for 
when children are working in different groups or sets or with any adult who is not their teacher. All staff 
can access it through one log in only. This is why they are all registered as ‘Mrs Pedlow’s Class’ as we would 
be unable to do this if each child was registered only to their class teacher! 

Joanna Pedlow 


