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Attendance Award
We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week.

Infant School Junior School
Week beg 02nd October 96.68% Miss McTavish 100% HD3/CM4/AW6
Week beg 09th October 100% Miss Hooper  99.79% AF4/GG5

We are really pleased with the attendance of the majority of our children, but a few are below expected 
levels and give a cause for concern and we will be reviewing this after half term. We will then have an 
attendance panel if a child’s attendance is below acceptable levels and look at the reasons and how we can 
support parents or carers in getting their children in school regularly and on time and the next steps we 
need to take. 
If you check our website it has lots of information on attendance and the details of the cluster 
attendance support officer as well as a ‘fit for school’ leaflet to give some guidance on how to know if a 
child is well enough for school. You can also call our cluster Parent Support Adviser, Alison Thompson. Her 
details are also on the website.
Please remember we do need you to call in before 9am if your child is absent and if we have not received a 
phone call our duty of care means that we have to take steps to ensure you and your child are safe. This 
can be a visit or a welfare check through the police. The answer phone is on when the school is closed 
outside of office hours so you can leave a message at any point. To avoid any cause for concern, please do 
ring in and let us know if your child will be absent. Thank you for your co-operation with this. 

Jack at the Junior school asked at the end of the summer term if the Junior children could have 
certificates for attendance as the Infant children did. Well done to all of these children. 

We will be doing termly attendance certificates from now on at both schools for 100% attendance on a 
termly basis. 

Family Photos
The ever popular family photo evenings with Wendy, our federation photographer, will be as follows:

 Monday 30th October
 Wednesday 8th November 

This is an opportunity for all the family to come and have a reasonably priced photo taken together ready 
for Christmas! You need to sign up for a 15-minute slot with the Infant office. You can pop in or ring on 
01362 692612. These will be taken at the Infant School but are open to families from both schools. 
Please note these sessions are very popular and will go quickly. If you book a slot but cannot attend please 
let us know so we can cancel it and offer it to someone else. 
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Parent Consultations 
The Online parents evening booking system is up and running and we have been really pleased with the 
level of parents that have used the booking system. 55% of parents from the Infants have made 
appointments and 71% from the Junior school. There is still time to book in with your child’s teacher. The 
online booking system will be open to take bookings until 11:55pm on 1st November for consultations on 
02nd November and 11:55pm on 06th November for consultations on 7th November. 
For Infant bookings please visit www.parents-booking.co.uk/toftwoodinfant
For Junior bookings please visit www.parents-booking.co.uk/toftwood
We have to have two separate sites to book with as the schools have two separate data systems, but we 
hope that as they use the same company you will be able to access this easily. It is the first time the 
Infant school have used this system, but we have done so in response to parental requests.
Please remember it is a ten minute appointment, and the focus is on supporting rather than reporting. 
Beforehand you will have your child’s autumn term report card, so we will look in the appointment at 
sharing how you can help your child at home and what we are doing in school. 

We would like to see all parents please so we can discuss your autumn term report card and how your child 
has settled in.

Please note appointments are for adults only and all appointments will be in your child’s classroom. If you 
have to bring younger children with you, we will have staff to supervise them in the halls at both schools, 
but please do let us know if you leave them and when you collect them! 

Lunch Money 
Please ensure that all payments are made before half term. If there are any payments still outstanding, 
you will need to send your child with a packed lunch until these have been paid. Thank you. 

Tennis Open Day
Year 1 & 2 in the Infants had a Tennis skills session with Coach Phil. They all had great fun. There is a 

free open day on various dates at Easton & Otley College. The dates are 21st October 10:30am – 12:00 
noon or 2:00pm – 3:30pm and 22nd October 10:30am – 12:00 noon. No need to book just turn up on the day 
and take part on the day. Everyone welcome between the ages 3-10years. 

UEA Sports’ Day 
We were very lucky to take several of our junior children to a taster sports’ day at the UEA.  The children 
took part in a variety of sports including table tennis, boxing and rugby.
The children enjoyed this fantastic opportunity to take part in something outside of school and we were so 
pleased with all of their enthusiasm, behaviour and sportsmanship. 
Thank you to all who helped and organised the visit. 

Year 4 Roman Day 
Year 4 had a visitor from Vulpus the gladiator this week. This “living history” experience was part of the 
children’s learning about the Roman Invasion of Britain and the children thoroughly enjoyed dressing up to 
become ‘real’ Romans for the day. 
This thrilling day included topics such as: a close up look at the equipment used by Roman soldiers; the blood-
thirsty story of the revolt of our local Iceni tribe lead by Queen Boudicca; what Romans did in the bathroom 
and even involved a ‘trip’ to the amphitheatre to see gladiators fight to the death (the children even learned 
how to appeal to the Emperor to either kill or spare the life of the defeated fighter).
The children thoroughly enjoyed themselves and learned so much from the day; here are just a few of their 
thoughts:



“I enjoyed today because we got to learn in a more fun way by acting out everything.” Phoebe
“It was interesting because I got to learn more about the Romans and we played games and held pieces of 
brick and things Romans had in their hands 2000 years ago!” Max
See the website for some pictures! 

Year 3 Egyptian Day 
Year 3 have had an exciting week for their Egyptian topic, making Egyptian bread and doing lots of fun 
activities related to their learning on this topic. 
It was lovely to see them coming in today in their Egyptian costumes for the final day of the topic and 
wearing their Egyptian collars that they had made too. It has been fantastic to see the children doing so 
many creative activities linked to their topic.

PATHS in School 
We are using a scheme called PATHS in both schools to support children’s social and emotional development. 
You can read more about it on the website.
One of the most important elements is that we have a PATHS rule, which links to our golden rules.
Although the message is the same for both schools, they have been worded slightly differently for the age 
of the children.

In the Infant School it is
‘Always use kind words and kind hands’

In the Junior school it is
‘Treat others as you would like to be treated’

We feel this is a very important message to give the children, and as adults we will also be modelling this in 
school. This applies to things we do and say, but also to things we put in writing. 
It is very important, in the days of social media, that we give children this message consistently in relation 
to using social media and texting etc too. Children need to understand that it is unacceptable to write unkind 
or offensive things about others on social media and this is a message we will be discussing with them. We 
would value parents’ support with this also. We work closely with the police also and we have workshops with 
them telling children about the dangers of using social media and the implications of sending messages to 
others or posting on social media things that are offensive and how this could affect them now and in the 
future. 

New books!
We have some great new library books for the Juniors that have just arrived and many books for 
accelerated reader that we hope will excite the children! The children are also compiling lists of books they 
would like and then Josh in Year 6 is checking to see if they are suitable for accelerated reader before we 
buy them. 
We are looking to see if parents can access the accelerated reader site to check if books from home are on 
the list. This means children can read those in their range at home or from the Dereham library and then do 
their quiz on them in school. 
Keep a look out for the new books coming soon! 

PTA 
Thank you to those parents who were able to attend the first joint PTA event last week. Unfortunately, 
there were only a few in attendance and no new members! We do realise that this was at short notice and 
people may not have been able to attend, so if you are interested and would like to be involved, please fill in 
and return the slip below. 



Thank you to those who help our school community in any way. We know that everyone is busy and appreciate 
whatever support you can offer. 

Food Bank 
Thank you to families from both schools who donated to the Dereham food bank. Your donations are much 
appreciated and will make a huge difference to those in need in our local community. 

Driving 
Please do continue to drive carefully around the school. We had a near miss yesterday when a car was 
reversing near the zig zag lines and almost hit someone crossing the road. If it had been a child it could have 
been extremely dangerous. 

Holidays! 
It’s hard to believe we are at half term already! 
We have had such a busy half term in so many ways and we look forward to the next one.
We look forward to seeing the children return to school on Monday 30th October. 
Have a lovely break. 

Joanna Pedlow

PTA Volunteer form

Name ………………………………………………………………………………………. Contact number ………………………………………………………………………

Email …………………………………………………………………………………………

Child’s Name …………………………………………………………………………. Class ………………………………………………………………………………………….

I would be interested in supporting the federation PTA in the following ways (Please circle)

Being a committee member

Helping at events

Organising an event

Baking a cake! 

Other ways I can help 



Please return the form to either school office 


