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Attendance Award
We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week.

Infant School Junior School
Week beg 20th November 99.31% Mrs Chapman             100% GG5/RL5
Week beg 27th November                    98.39% Miss Clarke                              98.97% GG5
Week beg 4th December                      100% Miss Hooper/Mrs Ponder            100% RL5

Year 3 Spanish Day 
Last week, Year 3 spent a day exploring Spanish traditions and language! They also spent some time looking at the 
way Spanish people celebrate Christmas. 
In one of the lessons, they researched Christmas traditions around the world, finishing with Spain. They also 
found out more about this in their Year 3 assembly where a visitor came from Neatherd High School to share lots 
of information about the Spanish Christmas traditions. 
Another of the sessions gave them the opportunity to read the book ‘Brown Bear’ in Spanish. They learnt about 
different colours and animals and then used Ipads and dictionaries to research our own animals and colours to 
write our own page for a class book! 
In our final session, they had an enormous amount of fun making our own delicious paella. They chopped, cooked and 
took their delicious food home to share with their family.
Thanks you to all of the Year 3 team for their work on this and to Miss Sadler, who leads languages in the school, 
for sourcing the visitors and pulling it together. 

Governor changes 
Mr Paul Smith has now decided to step down from his role as Chair of Governors for the federation due to an 
increase in commitments at work. However, we are very pleased that Mr Smith has decided to stay on as a 
governor as his contribution to the work of the school is always most valuable. We thank Mr Smith for his work 
leading the Governing Board, and for his commitment to the federation. He was instrumental in the Governors’ role 
in the recent Junior School OFSTED inspection and the positive feedback the Governing Board received. 
Mr Kevin Daines has now been elected as Chair and Mrs Jill Smith as Vice Chair. 
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Christmas Preparations!
Thank you to the Nursery children and their families who decorated our tree at the Infant School as part of 
their Nursery Activity morning! It is highly colourful and brightens the hall. 

Thank you also to Mr King and Mr Lister from DR Heating Services Limited in Ellingham who have most kindly 
donated the Christmas Tree at the Junior school, which is the biggest we have ever seen! In addition to this they 
have also said they will offer all federation parents 10% off boiler servicing booked before 1st March 2018. Quote 
code TOFTWOOD17. 
Thanks also to Mr Rayner and Mr Pedlow who put the tree up and made sure it was safe and secure, and especially 
to Mr Rayner who made sure the star was placed firmly on the top! Thank you to the office team for their work in 
sourcing us a tree, and to Mrs Flynn who succeeded in getting us £15 of new decorations for it from Tesco. 

Thank you also to Mrs Begley, one of our MSAs, who came in with a tree for the new hall last week so all children 
can feel festive wherever they eat their lunch! It is lovely to see such kindness towards the children. 

Christmas Dinner Days
Just a reminder that, for those who have booked, Christmas Dinner Days at school are as follows:

Thursday 14th December – Infant School
Friday 15th December – Junior School

On that day children can wear any festive head gear they choose! Santa hats, reindeer antlers, elf hats, Christmas 
hats, festive hair bands or decorations! They still need to wear school uniform on that day. 

The Christmas jumper/non uniform day is Tuesday 19th December. On this day children can wear any Christmas 
or festive outfit they wish, or just something sparkly or a regular favourite outfit. Please do make sure it is 
suitable for school though, including outdoor play. There is no cost for this, it is just for fun! 

Pantomime 
The children at the Junior School enjoyed a festive treat of a pantomime visit in school on Friday. A visiting 
theatre company came and performed ‘The Wizard of Oz’ for us. Feedback from parents has shown it was enjoyed 
by the children and they were keen to tell their families about it! Jake said it was good because it got him in the 
Christmas spirit, it was funny and he liked the music. One said it was good because they created it in their own way 
and used Little Mix music. 

Parent Support Adviser 
Just a reminder that Mrs Thompson, our Parent Support Adviser is available on Friday mornings especially for 
families in the federation. You can call the Infant School to make an appointment or ring Mrs Thompson on 07930
609168 or email alisonclusterpsa@dereham.norfolk.sch.uk She can help and advise on areas such as sleeping, 
behavioural issues or any issue that may be affecting your family at home. 

Toftwood Methodist Church
They will be holding their annual Christingle service on Sunday 17th December at 4.30pm at Toftwood Methodist 
Church. Everyone is welcome, so please do go along if you would like to take part. 



Christmas Charity Collection
The Infant School always have a charity collection for their Christmas plays and this year we are collecting for 
Scotty’s Little Soldiers. 
Our charity collection is always aimed at supporting local charities, or charities who have offered support to our 
children and families through difficult times.
Scotty’s Little Soldiers is a local military charity dedicated to supporting children & young people who have lost a 
parent whilst serving in the British Armed Forces.
Inspired by the experience of Army widow Nikki Scott following the death of her husband Cpl Lee Scott in 
Afghanistan in 2009, the charity is currently providing assistance to hundreds of bereaved Forces children around 
the UK.
Support offered to the children includes fun activities such as holiday breaks and group events, personal 
development assistance through educational grants and access to professional bereavement counselling.
We thank you in advance if you are able to make a donation to this worthy cause. Collection boxes are available at 
the end of the performance or you can bring in a donation before the end of term if you would like to contribute.
If anyone else would like to contribute, you can send in a donation to either school office in an envelope marked 
‘Scotty’s little soldiers’. Please do this by Wednesday 13th December. 
We are sure they will be grateful for any support to help the children affected in this way. 

Adapted Sports Festival 
On Wednesday 22nd November, three pupils attended a Sports Festival at Easton Tennis Centre organised by the 
West Norwich and Dereham Schools Sport Partnership. The children had eight different activities to complete in 
during the day, including tennis skills, rugby-style kicking skills and a variety of running, dodging and team games. 
They had a great day. “It was AMAZING!” said Grace, Elijah earned a special award certificate and sticker for 
“Determination”, and he and William and Grace were awarded a certificate of participation in Celebration 
Assembly. A very well done to all three for joining in with every single activity!

Staff Car Parks
Can we please remind anyone bringing children to school that the staff car parks are for staff only. There is 
parking in neighbouring roads and we do have permission to use the Toftwood Social Club car park. Parents, can we 
please ask that you mention this to Grandparents, Aunts, and Uncles as well. Thank you all for your co-operation 
with this.

Year 3 Christmas with parents session 
Please remember on Friday 15th December Year 3 are having a session of Christmas craft making that a parent or 
carer is invited to. As it will be in the classroom we are very tight on space so just one adult per child please! Join 
your child to make different Christmas crafts from 1.45 pm until the end of school. 

Well done to the children from Infants and Juniors who contributed to the Nativity Festival! Edra Cooper from 
the Dereham Salvation Army has written to thank us for sending the artwork. She says “So many of our visitors
commented on the excellent work created by the students and it was lovely to see proud children and their 
parents visiting the exhibition. The handprint camels caused lots of lovely comments”. Although this was not 
intended as a fundraising event, Edra says that the donations made will be spent in the local community to help 
families who may struggle over Christmas. She will be coming to see us in the New Year to give assemblies in both 
schools.



Year 4 Educational Visit
Year 4 are planning a visit for the new term, so this is just to give you notice that we will be requesting money for 
this straight after the Christmas break. It will be no more than £10 per child. 

Year 6 Holt Hall 
Thank you to all parents who have paid their deposits for the Holt Hall visit. Your support is much appreciated, as, 
unless we receive all funds required, the trip will not be able to go ahead. If you have any questions , please do 
come and ask. 

Joanna Pedlow 


