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Attendance Award

We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week.
Infant School Junior School

Week beg 11th December                      100% Miss Clarke            99.68% RC6

Christmas Fun! 

This term is always very busy for staff, children, parents, Governors, FOTIS and our volunteers, so we would like to 
say a few thank yous and well dones!
Well done to all of the children for their Christmas performances! 
The Nursery children spent a fabulous morning with their families, carrying out Christmas activities and even putting 
on a show for them. It was great to see them doing this after just a few short weeks with us and we thank them for 
decorating the Christmas tree too. 
Year 3 parents came in to make pop up Christmas cards with their children and an enjoyable and productive afternoon 
was had by all. Thanks to the Year 3 team for organising this new event. 
Reception and Year 1 children and staff also worked hard to put on their superb play of Baubles. It was lovely to see 
all of the children working together to produce such an enjoyable play. 
The Year 2 pantomime was also very exciting, we had some great performances and some children who showed 
excellent comic timing, plus the fastest carpet layer in Dereham! Visitors from the local community were also very 
excited about watching it, so well done to everyone involved in that.
Thank you to the staff, who worked on the performances and events. I know it takes a lot of time and effort and it 
is very much appreciated. 
Thank you to the parents and carers, who made or bought the costumes, listened with enthusiasm and came to see 
the plays. Thank you also for your generous donations for our collections. We raised £255.25 for Scotty’s Little 
Soldiers. This organisation provides support and help to children who have lost a close relative such as a brother or 
sister or parent to help them through a really difficult time and we appreciate the work they are doing for the 
members of our school community. 
Thank you to all of you for your lovely gifts and cards for the staff. We really do appreciate them and your kind 
words, and we really are most grateful that you have thought of us. If we do not get to thank you individually, please 
take this as a very sincere and heartfelt thank you. 
Thank you to all of the parents who have supported the school, attended our parents’ sessions and to the parent 
helpers who help make the school an exciting place to be. Without your help we would not have been able to do all of 
the lovely activities we have had this term. The children’s trips to this term and the sporting competitions could not 
have happened without parent helpers. 
Thank you to the staff and Governors for their work this term and for making Christmas special for the children.
Thank you to the kitchen staff at both schools for superb Christmas lunches for over 600 children, and to all of the 
staff who gave up their lunch hour to help the children and to share the lunchtime with them! It was most exciting to 
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see the children and staff at both schools coming together for the Christmas lunches, finished off at the Junior 
School with some singing and dancing too! 
Thank you to FOTIS for working so hard and raising money from the sale of the raffle tickets as well as the spree 
books. They have paid for the coaches to the cinema and paid Santa’s bill for Christmas presents for all of the 
children at the Infant School. We appreciate all of their support and thank you very much for supporting their fund 
raising efforts. They do need some new members so do let us know if you are available! 
Thank you also to parents who bought the school photographs! Not only do they get a lovely keepsake of their child’s 
time at school, but we used any commission the school received to help subsidise the pantomime costs and to pay for 
the cinema entry for Reception and Year One at the Infant School and putting it towards the redevelopment of the 
quiet quad area at the Junior School , putting the money directly back into activities for the children. 
Thank you also to everyone who contributed to the toy and book sale at the Junior School, expertly run by the School 
Council! They raised over £100, which is a tremendous amount of money from one event. 
Thank you everyone, for all you have done this year. We are really grateful for all of your support. 
A very big thank you also to everyone, children, staff, parents and carers and governors for supporting us in 
our first full term as a federation. We are working really hard on working together as one community for the 
benefit of the children and there has been a great deal to do and an enormous amount of change, which is all made 
worthwhile when we see the positive impact it has on our children.

Congratulations 
George Freeman, our local MP, ran a Christmas card competition for all of the school sin his constituency. We are 
pleased to say that Dakota from the Infant School was a runner up in this competition! The overall winner was a much 
older child, as were the other runners up, so we are very proud of Dakota and her success, as well as all of the 
children who entered. Dakota will receive a £10 token as her prize and her design will be printed on the back of the 
card and she will receive a signed card from George Freeman. 

Uniform
If you are buying school uniform for the new term, please remember to check what is allowed in school. In particular, 
shoes should be plain black in colour and suitable for wearing outside in all weathers please. You can check the 
website if you need clarification. The uniform gives our children a sense of belonging to our schools, and also sets 
them on a path for the future, with high schools having high expectations of correct uniform. Please do not have 
your child’s ears pierced in the holidays as this will prevent them from being able to participate in PE as all earrings 
must be removed by the children. 

Contact Details
Please remember to keep us up to date with contact details. Recently we have tried to contact parents using the 
details we have and they have been out of date. If Santa brings a new mobile phone for Christmas, please let us have 
your new number. If you change your job please also let us have the new details for that including the phone number. 
Any changes at all, it is important we know please! We are also required to keep information on any adults over the 
age of 18 living in the family home, so please do let us know if anyone new moves in too. 

Children’s University
The winter activities sheet has been sent out to all those children who have a passport. There are lots of interesting 
things to do to ear some credits over the holiday. There is also an opportunity to design a themed Christmas card to 
send directly to Children’s University. Details have been distributed. Children may win a goody bag. 
Any child may join Children’s University after their 5th birthday. Just call in at either school office to get a passport. 
It is free to join. 

Free Sleep Workshops
We all know as parents how hard it can be to get children to have good sleep patterns, and how it affects everyone in 
the family if children don’t sleep well! 
Thanks to funding from the Flux Foundation there is a free Sleep Hive for parents/carers of children with sleep 
deprivation on Thursday 25 January, 9.30 am - 12.00 noon at  Fakenham Children’s Centre, Norwich Road, Fakenham 
NR21 9DY
The Sleep Hive is designed for all exhausted parents and is also suitable for parents of children with complex and 
additional needs. 

Follow-on support is offered by the drop-in sleep clinic at 10.00 on 21 February and 7 March  at Fakenham Library, 
22 Oak Street, Fakenham NR21 9DY.   



The Sleep Hive is fun, interactive and covers the following:
The Physiology of sleep
Play Sleep Bingo
Sleep Quizzes
Why is my child not sleeping?
Sleep information and strategies
Keeping a sleep diary
Developing a good bedtime routine
Maintaining a good sleep pattern

Contact: joybishop@sleepeast.co.uk to book your free place.

If you can’t make it you can still email sleep east, or you can contact Alison, our cluster parent support adviser for 
advice and support. Her details are on the website along with a range of useful information. 

Snow Closure 
Who knows if we will get any snow this year! Since we bought a snow clearing machine four years ago we haven’t had 
any! 
We always have a dilemma when the weather is bad – should we open or should we close and it is never an easy 
decision and starts to be considered from about 5.30am when snow has fallen overnight. We will always make the 
decision that is best for the children at the time – if it is not safe to open, due to the site or conditions on the paths 
and roads to school, we will have to close. We have a gritting machine so if it is icy a path around the site can be 
gritted quickly and efficiently and we have also purchased our snow blower machines, so if the sites can be cleared 
and made safe we will open. However, even with this equipment, at times it is just not safe to open, so although we will 
do our best, the decision always hinges on what is safe for the children. 
We will text parents in the morning if we are closed, so please make sure we have your correct mobile details. If you 
receive the text but your child may be staying elsewhere with a friend, relative or parent please make sure you pass 
the message on! 
On icy and snowy days, please make sure you leave plenty of time to get to school and that your child has suitable 
clothes, including a warm coat. Many children have come this term with very thin coats on which do not keep them 
warm over a long playtime on a windy playground! Please make sure your child’s coat is waterproof as we try and get 
out if it is a little damp and we want to keep them warm and dry. Some of the winter coats are getting wet on the way 
to school and don’t dry out meaning the children can be cold at playtimes. 

Dereham Town Training Band 
Dereham Town Band have a training band which is open to children from 6 years of age. They are recruiting brass and 
percussion players. They meet on Thursdays 6.30 to 7.30pm in Charles Wood, Rashes Green . There are always at 
least three DBS cleared trainers in the sessions. The first session is free, and after that they ask for £1 per session 
if you are able to contribute. If you have your own instruments then take them along, otherwise they have some loan 
instruments available for use. If you would like to find out more please contact Brenda O'Dowd on 01362 637226 or 
07720 771641. 
If your child would like to learn an instrument, we can provide the name of a local tutor you can pay for individual 
lessons. Please ask Mr Hardy at the junior school if you would like more information on this. We are looking into 
lunchtime tuition for violins, but this will be chargeable to all children who take part. We will keep you updated. 

Joanna Pedlow 




