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Class Attendance Award
We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week.

Infant School Junior School
Week beg 8th January                                   100% Mrs Chapman &          100% GG5

Mrs Harrison

Attendance Awards

Congratulations to the 82 children who have achieved 100% attendance for the autumn term 2017, and who have received 
their bronze certificates for one term’s 100% attendance this academic year at the Infant School

Congratulations to the 141 children who have achieved 100% attendance for the autumn term 2017, and who have received 
their bronze certificates for one term’s 100% attendance this academic year at the Junior School 

Congratulations also to the 97 children who have received a certificate for good attendance (97% upwards) in the same 
term at the Infant School. 

Congratulations also to the 130 children who have received a certificate for good attendance (97% upwards) in the same 
term at the Junior School. 

Free Sleep Workshops
Just a reminder that there is a free Sleep Hive for parents/carers of children with sleep deprivation on 
Thursday 25 January, 9.30 am - 12.00 noon at  Fakenham Children’s Centre, Norwich Road, Fakenham NR21 9DY
The Sleep Hive is designed for all exhausted parents and is also suitable for parents of children with complex and 
additional needs. 

Follow-on support is offered by the drop-in sleep clinic at 10.00 on 21 February and 7 March at Fakenham Library, 
22 Oak Street, Fakenham NR21 9DY.   
Contact: joybishop@sleepeast.co.uk to book your free place.

BBC Supermovers 
The BBC online have now got an online facility called BBC Supermovers which you can find either online at 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/supermovers or form a link on our website. 
It gives fun ways for children to learn about maths and literacy whilst getting them moving. It uses lots of famous 
footballers and sporting people as well as well known characters. It is designed to get primary aged children active 
whilst extending their learning.
Please do have a look, we are going to look at using them in school in class also. It gives clear, fun and exciting 
explanations about a range of learning. Give it a try! 
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Maths
We have had a few questions about the My Maths we have brought in for Years 1-6. 
We have looked at it carefully and know it will bring many benefits that Maths whizz does not, including a 
lesson/tutorial on the areas that children are learning. This is a valuable tool for parents too, as it explains it all. Like 
all new things, this takes time to get used to and this will be covered at a maths workshop on the 30th January, as set 
out in the letter sent home on Tuesday. 
We are also now using Rock Star Times Tables! There was a letter sent home before Christmas and we know the 
children who have used it are making great progress with their times tables. This is for children in years 2-6. You 
can download the free app on your home devices. Your child was given a log in and a password previously. Mr 
Hambright will be rocking out and giving a demonstration at the workshops. 
We will also be adding a fact sheet for both My Maths and the Rock Star Times Tables onto the website soon. 

Hedge and Tree planting
We are pleased to say that we will be planting hedges and trees in the school ground to enhance the environment for 
the children. We hope to plant a hedge all round Ted’s den at the Infant School and an area on the border of the two 
schools that then can be used by all of the children. Some of the children will be invited to join in with the planting 
which should happen soon. Many thanks to Goldcrest Outdoor education who have secured the funding and are 
organising the project for us. 

Lunchtime Activities 
The year 6 children have been organising some lunchtime activities for the children to take part in. They had to 
submit a proposal, set out what they would do and how they would do it and include a reference also. The activities 
are now underway and it means we have a good mix of physical activity at lunchtime and also quiet activities for those 
that prefer it. We are very pleased that we also now have some Year 6 children who are going to the Infant School to 
run some lunchtime clubs there, really showing care and consideration for others. It is good to have these 
opportunities and to see the children wanting to do things to help others. 
We will also be asking Year 6 children if they would like to run some ‘fitness’ type activities at lunchtimes for the 
children and getting their ideas and support with that. 

Author Visit 
Bringing authors into school is a really successful way of stimulating an interest in reading for the children. Recently, 
we had Alex Scarrow, author of the Time Riders series in to talk about his writing. Many of the children bought his 
books and are now inspired to read as a result of this. Two Year 6 boys are looking to see if they can read all of the 
books and are encouraging each other with this. 
On January 25th, we have an author visit for years 3 and 3 from Julia Edwards who writes the Scar Gatherer series 
of books. The Scar Gatherer is a series of seven time-travel adventures, spanning seven periods in British history, 
from Roman times up to the Second World War. You can check out her website here: 
https://www.scargatherer.co.uk/the-books
There will be an opportunity for the children also to buy her books on the day and we will send further information 
home on this to all children in Years 3 and 4. 
The children will also have a writing workshop on the day. We look forward to hearing about it from the children 
afterwards. 

Dereham and Litcham Children’s Centre Swap Shop
Dereham & Litcham children's centre are running a community swap and shop. 
It is taking place on Wednesdays 11am - 1pm from the 10th January 2018 at Dereham Children’s Centre. Come and see 
their new items donated by House of Fraser and Hobbs. As well as using cash to buy new and preloved items, in return 
for donating clothing to them, they can give you "Virtual" tokens to spend in the shop. If you require any more 
information please call Dereham's Centre on 01362 692839. 



Book Week 
We are having our first joint book week, to promote a love of reading with the children and expand their reading 
experiences. 
The week is from Monday 5th February and we have lots of exciting activities planned that we hope will inspire all 
children! 

Half Price Book Fair 
The book fair will place in the main hall at Toftwood Junior School 3.00pm-4.15pm on Thursday 25th January, and 
3.30- 4.15pm on Friday 26th January and Tuesday 30th January. All books are half price. This is a federation 
event, so books will be available for children from nursery to year 6.  Please just walk across and the gate at the end 
of the path will be unlocked and you can come in the main Junior School entrance. Books will also be available to order. 
The book week is taking place outside of the book week due to availability. 

Extreme Reading Competition
We are inviting children to send in a photograph of them reading in an extreme place.  Examples include reading on a 
beach, reading up a tree and reading under the bed.  Children can use any reading materials, including reading on a 
tablet, comics and cookery books. Please send in the photograph, including details of their extreme place. Prizes will 
be given out during book week, for the most imaginative places to read. This competition is open to children across 
the federation. All we ask is you make it’s a safe and appropriate place! 

Bedtime stories
We will be running our popular bedtime stories event for all families in the infant and junior schools, but holding it at
the Junior school as there is more hall space available. Families from both schools are warmly invited to attend. Bring 
along your favourite stories and a healthy snack and bedtime drink, come in your pyjamas or onesies, dressing gowns 
and bed socks if you wish! Bring along a comfy cushion or a pillow too. It is an event for families and all children must 
be accompanied by an adult who will stay with them throughout. Read stories together and leave all mobile technology 
at home – just enjoy the time and space to share the stories and listen to the staff reading too. 
This will take place on Thursday 8th February from 6.15-7.00 pm at Toftwood Junior School. Doors will open at 6 
pm. 

Roald Dahl Storytelling 
Children from Year One to Year 6 will have a visitor for a Roald Dahl BFG story telling event.

Book Week Activities: Infant School
The theme for book week at Toftwood Infant School this year is Julia Donaldson. Children from nursery to year two 
will be completing activities linked to Julia Donaldson. Children can enter an art competition in which children can 
draw a favourite character from a Julia Donaldson book. On Wednesday, nursery and reception will be participating in 
music/story workshops led by Lorna Berry from Fledgeling Music. On Friday, children can dress up as their favourite 
character from a Julia Donaldson story if they wish. 

Book Week Activities: Junior School
The Junior school are looking at different authors or themes in their year groups. So far, David Walliams has been 
chosen by Years 5 and 6, and Year 3 will be exploring fairy tales and Year 4 will be myths and legends. On Friday, 
children can dress up as a character from their favourite book if they wish to.

The Infant and Junior school will be linking up for activities, including sharing stories. Some Junior children will go to 
the Infant school and some Infant children will go to the Junior school. This will be an excellent opportunity for the 
children to work together and share some favourite stories. 

Neatherd Term Dates consultation
We have received information from Neatherd that they wish to change their term dates from September. 
They have asked us to share this information with you, and any parent, governor or staff member is welcome to
respond to the consultation. Our dates would follow the Norfolk model as they have to. Please do respond to the
Neatherd online survey at https://goo.gl/rYJzuw 



Message from Neatherd High school 
Dear parents, carers, prospective parents and colleagues, 
Dereham Neatherd High School – term dates for 2018-19 
As you will know, schools are now free to set their own term dates in order to meet the needs of their students as 
they see fit. In recent years, we have followed the Norfolk model calendar. However, we feel that the Norfolk 
calendar for 2018-19 has some missed opportunities and we would like to make some minor adjustments. These are 
aimed at ensuring that: 

 we have students learning in school during the most productive times of the year, and not in the far less 
productive tail-end of the school year in July, at the end of what is already a long term 

 we maximise the amount of valuable learning time our Year 11s can spend in school before their exams begin 
in May 

We are putting forward three different options for consultation and would be very grateful if you could take the 
time to complete our brief survey by clicking on the following link: 

https://goo.gl/rYJzuw 
The proposals are as follows, and the original Norfolk calendar is available on the Norfolk Schools’ website for 
comparison. Dates which differ from the Norfolk calendar are shown in bold.

The deadline for responses is 10.00am on Friday 9th February. 
We will respond to queries as they arise via a “Frequently Asked Questions” document on our school website, and will 
publish our final response during the week after the February half-term holiday. 
We hope you will agree with the rationale for why we wish to make this change and that you will be able to contribute 
to our consultation. If, for any reason, you are unable to complete the survey online, please email 
office@neatherd.org or phone the school and let us know your preference, requesting that your reply is directed to 
Mr Mallett (Deputy Head) or Mrs Da Silva (Head’s PA). 

Joanna Pedlow 


