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Class Attendance Award 
We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week. 
      Infant School        Junior School  
Week beg 16th April     100% Miss Hooper      100% GG5   
Week beg 23rd April    100% Mrs Bessent/Miss Gold & Miss Clarke 100% GG5 & AW6 
Week beg 30th April     100% Mrs Ponder      100% CT3, RB4, GG5 
Week beg 7th May    98.66% Mrs Ponder      100% JS3  
Week beg 14th May    99.26% Miss McTavish      100% RC6 

Cross Country  
On Thursday 19th April, 15 pupils from Years 1 and 2 went to the West Norwich and Dereham Schools Partnership, 
KS1 Cross Country Competition. The children had attended a club at school to understand what a cross country 
competition would be like too. The children enjoyed their day at Taverham High School and did their very best at the 
competition. There were 4 races; Year 1 girls, Year 1 boys, Year 2 girls and Year 2 boys.  
The children said that they really liked the trip and Lily was given a certificate and sticker for ‘determination’ as she 
lost her shoe at the very beginning but that did not stop her! Well done to all of the children who competed!  
As a group we came 11th out of 26 teams!   

Children’s University Graduation  
We are getting excited about our Children’s University Graduation in June, and passport collection is now closed for 
this school year. The Graduation will be at the Junior School at 2pm on Thursday 14th June for both Junior and 
Infant School children.  Norfolk Children’s University will be sending a representative to present the awards to those 
children who have gained sufficient credits in their passports, and the children will have the opportunity to dress in 
their graduation robes and invite two guests to attend.  There will also be an activity arranged by Forensic Minds, 
which sounds very interesting! The Graduation event will finish at about 3.30pm.  A letter will come home for those 
children involved to confirm attendance and arrangements. 

Class Assembly  
Just a reminder that Mrs Bessent and Miss Gold’s Class assembly is taking place on Wednesday 23rd May at 10:20am. 
This is a great opportunity for the children to share their learning with you. We look forward to seeing you there. 
Remember it is two adults per child in that class.  

Nursery for September  
If you or someone you know have a child who will be 3 between 1st September 2014 and 31st August 2015 and would 
like to access the school Nursery,  please call into the Infant School office about places for September 2018. Our 
Nursery places are five mornings a week, 8.45 – 12 and we have a fully qualified teacher and two teaching assistants. 
Please ask for further details. Attendance at our Nursery does not mean you have to attend our school or that you 
get priority to the school. We do notice that children who attend our Nursery settle in quickly to Reception classes. 
Please feel free to come and have a look.  
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The Big Shakespeare Book Hunt     
Just a reminder about the book that was “released” into the school grounds and community last term in national 
Shakespeare Week.  The book is a version of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, retold by Marcia Williams.  The idea is 
that someone will find it, read it, and release it again in a new public place for someone else to find.  It could be left 
in a park, playground, bus shelter, supermarket, leisure centre or museum anywhere.  It is in a waterproof packet with 
instructions enclosed.    You can find more details on our school website and on 
www.shakespeareweek.org.uk/thebigshakekspearebookhunt   
We have not heard anything about the book lately and we are wondering if it is still in the local community or has it 
gone truly country-wild? Please let one of the members of staff know if you have seen it so that we can send updates 
to everyone via our website and newsletter.  If it has disappeared under someone’s bed, then do remember to get it 
out and pass it on!  Happy hunting and shhhh…. Pass it on! 

Hi5 Netball 
On Tuesday 25th April, Year 5 pupils competed in the cluster High 5 Netball tournament at Neatherd High School. 
Considering the majority of the team hadn’t played netball until relatively recently, they played superbly, working as a 
team and encouraging each other when playing off court positions. In total, they played 9 matches of 8 minutes each 
against other schools in the cluster. Even though they didn’t win a match (drawing 2), they thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves despite the cold, showery weather. I am so proud of how well they competed and they all showed great 
sportsmanship. I couldn’t give just the one player the teamwork schools games values award, so I gave one to all of 
them. Well done team! 

Tennis Festival  
Despite some initial nerves, the children played some terrific tennis at the competition held at Easton College. All the 
children were fantastic and showed great sportsmanship regardless of whether they won or lost. Out of the 14 
schools that participated in the competition, Toftwood Junior had two teams in the top seven. Amazingly, Toftwood 
Junior B came 7th and the A team were the overall winners, which means they qualify for the county school’s play offs 
to be held in June. Mrs Bowes-Mulligan and Miss Parsons were very impressed with the children’s behaviour and proud 
of the way in which they represented the school. 
After the event, Mrs Bowes-Mulligan asked all the children their thoughts about the day. This is what they had to 
say: 
“I had so much fun and was really shocked that we won,” Brayden, CH4. 
“I had a great day since I put my skills to the test,” Maddison, AF4. 
“We used our maths skills of being accurate. I also made a new friend,” Eva, RB4. 
“I enjoyed the day as I won all my matches and fun playing tennis,” Sam, RB4. 
“I had an amazing day as my team came 7th out of 14,” Oliver, AF4. 
“I had a great day because I won all my matches and had lots of fun,” Toby, RB4. 
“I thought it was a great day because everyone had fun,” Willow, AF4. 
“I had an awesome day because we were the overall winners and have made it through to the county play offs,” Dani, 
AF4. 

Cricket Festival  
On Thursday 10th May Mrs Chapman and Mrs Hartley took a group of Year 1 children to the Norfolk Chance to Shine 
Cricket Festival. The children had a chance to try some of the activities from the All Stars Cricket Programme which 
is available for children aged 5-8 years. 
We got to complete 4 different activities led by cricket coaches and supported by leaders from Northgate High 
School. The activities helped the children to practise some of the skills needed to play cricket such as bowling, 
fielding and batting. 

All the children had great fun. Isabella said “This is the best cricket ever!” And Bailey said “I’ve never tried that way 
of throwing the ball before” after they had been introduced to using an over arm throw by starting in a star shape. 

All Stars cricket gives children the chance to play, learn great skills and meet new friends. All stars are aimed at 
children 5 – 8 years old and registration also includes a personalised kit! Please visit www.allstarscricket.co.uk to find 
your local club.  
Dereham Cricket Club also has 3 junior sides Under 11’s, Under13’s & Under15’s. Their youth training takes place 
every Monday 6pm – 7:30pm at Dereham CC, Norwich Road (next to the Fire Station). First session is FREE 
. 
 
 



SATs week with Year 6  
 
Year 6 had their SATs this week. We just want to say that we are so pleased with how the children approached them 
with confidence and a positive attitude. All we asked of them was to do their best, reminded them that it was all 
things they have been taught, and they took it as an opportunity to show what they could do.  
They were all invited to come into school for a free breakfast before the tests. The children enjoyed treats of 
toast, brioche, fruit, breakfast bars and even a day of bacon rolls. This gave the children time to come in and feel 
relaxed with their friends, even eating outside in the sunshine, before the short tests started.  
On Friday the children had a ‘treat day’ this was to reward them for all of their hard work over the past few months 
and acknowledge how pleased we are with them for being such positive role models with their learning. They took part 
in Den building, sports, cooking and crafts. At breaktime they were even treated to a bacon roll from McDonalds! 
We would like to thank all of the staff who helped with SATs week and also a big thank you to Tesco, Morrisons and 
McDonalds for their very kind donations to the food last week.  
One child even said I wish we could have SATs every week and the feedback from lots of the children is it was not as 
bad as they thought it would be. They are going to write letters to next year’s Year 6 to tell them some hints and tips 
and to show them how to take it in their stride, just as they did. This will also help prepare them for the future, 
where tests in high school are a regular occurrence.  
Year 6 are also now going to be first into lunch every Friday for the rest of term, which they are all very excited 
about.  
 
Well done to Year 2 who have also been doing their SATs. Although it is not as formal as Year 6, they have again 
approached everything with a positive attitude and worked very hard. Well done to Year 2 and thank you to all of the 
staff for supporting them. 
 
Thank you also to the parents for their support. Your support with their learning is valued and much appreciated.  

Year 4 Norwich Cathedral Trip 
As part of the RE curriculum, Year 4 visited Norwich Cathedral to learn more about the building itself and the 
Christian festival of Pentecost. The children had a guided historical tour around the Cathedral, taking in the stained 
glass windows and spent time exploring and identifying different types of birds hidden all around the monument. Also, 
they learnt about the significance and the changing colours of the Christian calendar. As well as this, the children 
really enjoyed finding out about the Peregrine Falcons currently roosting on the spire of the Cathedral. They had the 
opportunity to observe their nest through a telescope and compare their arm span to that of a range of birds of prey. 
Everyone had a fantastic day and the children were a credit to themselves and their school. 

Year 5 Hickling Broad  
Year 5 enjoyed a busy day at Hickling Broad, last Thursday. This was to support our local area geography studies this 
half term, as well as enhance our science topic next half term, on animal lifecycles. 
We were also allowed to catch butterflies and insects with butterfly nets, in various woodland locations, thinking 
carefully about their suitability to their habitats, and we tried to identify them. We visited a variety of habitats and 
looked for evidence of wildlife. 
The picnic lunch on the lawn in the sunshine was very enjoyable and we had a peaceful and relaxing time sketching in 
the bird hide, linked to our unit on perspective drawing. 
 

Parent Helpers 
Thank you to all of our parent helpers who have been into school and helped out on trips. Trips cannot not go ahead 
without the additional help from parents so we are very grateful for all of your support for the children to have 
these experiences. If you would like to be a parent helper, please ask for an application form. We do have a process 
to go through, and may ask for references for anyone who wishes to be considered.  

Junior School class photos  
Year 3 and Year 6 class photos on Tuesday 22nd May 
Year 4 and Year 5 class photos on Wednesday 23rd May  
Please ensure all children are wearing the correct uniform on the day. We are trialling less formal pictures this year, 
so have had to allow for a longer time for each class.  



Website  
We add information and photos to the website on a regular basis, please keep an eye out. We put on the special 
events we have or events we go to, as well as news and information.  
On the main page you will see ‘Recent Posts’ and currently these are: 
Year 4 trip to Norwich Cathedral 
Year 6 breakfast 
Year 4 mini tennis 
Norfolk cricket festival 
Norfolk’s Local Offer Newsletter 
And much more!!!  

Junior School Clubs 
We have a number of clubs running at the moment at the Junior School from Cooking and Gardening to Dodgeball and 
Kwik Cricket. If your child is offered a club please let us know if they do not wish to attend, this way we can offer it 
to another child.  
Many of our sports clubs are run in the build up to a tournament or event so we do expect children to attend every 
session. 

Royal Wedding themed lunch   
On Thursday 17th May all the children were offered a special ‘Royal Wedding’ themed lunch to celebrate the marriage 
of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle.  
At the Infant School, the lunch was a hotdog and chips, juice drink and a ‘Meghan Marble’ cupcake! This was one of 
the desert choices suggested by our school council and voted for by the pupils in each class.  
The Junior children had beef burger and chips and a special ‘Royal Cupcake’ 
Both schools enjoyed eating their lunch outside in the sunshine street party style.  

School Uniform 
Just a reminder about school uniform again! 
Some of the children may have had a growth spurt, but some of the skirts are definitely not knee length. Short 
skirts are not school uniform and if any one is wearing one that is not knee length we will lend them one of the school 
ones until a new one or some trousers can be bought.  
Thank you to everyone for supporting the uniform policy. It gives all of the children a sense of belonging, and a 
feeling of being part of a community and it also prepares them for the future expectations in high school and in a 
professional workplace.  
 
Supervision of Children Before and After School  
We do keep saying this but please supervise your child closely before and after school. Children are not allowed on 
the adventure playground before or after school at either school and should not be riding bikes or scooters on either 
playground or the paths in between. Children should also not be in the garden areas at the junior school.  
As the weather is getting warmer now, we are outside learning. Please do not come onto the Junior playground or 
grounds before 3.20 pm.  
Please remember that children should come to school through the correct pupil doors and not through the school 
offices. Please ensure they are in school by 9 am. Thank you.  

 
 
Joanna Pedlow  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community Events  

Insight to Autism 
Autism Anglia is holding 2 information sessions just for parents and family members of children who have autism. 
Please see information below for details: 
Norfolk Steps – Step on for parents: The sessions aim to help you have a greater understanding of behaviours your 
son/daughter may display and to identify and develop positive management strategies. This is a 2 part course which is 
Tuesday 19th June and 21st June 2018 at 10:00 – 13:00.  
Insight to Autism – Visual Support: This session aims to explain why visual support is often beneficial for children 
who have autism, when and how to use and how to put the visuals together. This will be an opportunity to develop your 
own visual aid to take home with you to try with your son/daughter. This is taking place 3rd June 2018 at 10:00 – 
13:00.  
Registration is from 9:30 and the option to bring your own lunch and stay until 14:00 to chat with other parents, the 
trainer and someone from Autism Anglia. To book your free place on this session, please go to 
www.eventbrite.com/e/insight-to-autism-visual-support-parent-workshop-tickets-45758413647 or leaflets are 
available in the office.  

Summer Deaf Festival  
The summer Deaf festival is taking place on Friday 13th July from 10 am – 4 pm at The Forum, Millennium Plain, 
Norwich, NR2 1BH. Entry is FREE! Join them for a fun packed day celebrating Deaf Culture!  

Home-Start 
Can you spare a couple of hours a week for Home-Start Norfolk? They are looking for volunteers to train as part of 
their home visit team. For more information contact admin@homestartnorfolk.org or 01603 977040 

UK Air Ambulance  
Please help UK air ambulance by recycling your used postage stamps. The UK’s Air Ambulance Services are charities 
which receive no government funding and rely entirely on charitable donations to continue flying and responding to 
medical emergencies. All funds raised will be donated to the Association of Air Ambulances to be distributed equally 
to all UK Air Ambulance Services.  Whether the stamps are British or overseas, new or used send them to us and we’ll 
turn them into funds. Once you have a large bundle please send them to: Air Ambulance – Stamp appeal, 59 Mitre 
Copse, Bishopstoke, Near Eastleigh, Hants, SO50 8QE.   

Sprint Fast! 
In the May half term Breaking Records Fitness are holding a Sprint workshop. This is suitable for children over 10 
years of age and adults over 18 are also welcome. It is taking place at the UEA Sportspark, Norwich on Tuesday 29th 
May 1:30 – 3:30pm and Friday 1st June 1:00 – 3:00pm. For more information please check out their website: 
www.breakingrecordsfitness.co.uk or call 07757615646 

Get Digital  
Learn how to connect to wireless networks, search the Internet, stay safe online, send message and take photographs 
with Get Digital at Dereham Library. FREE Introduction is 2 sessions Wednesday 9th May and Friday 11th May 2pm 
until 4pm. There is also a follow on course which is 4 sessions Wednesday 16th & 23rd May and Friday 18th & 25th May 
2pm until 5:15pm. This is a cost of £50.00 (concessions available). To book yourself on the FREE introduction call 
0344 800 8020 or visit: www.norfolk.gov.uk/adultlearning.  

Dereham Windmill 
Dereham Windmill will be reopening on the 3rd June with Classic Car Display and Audio Visual Miller. Don't miss out 
come along we are open from 1pm until 4pm. There will be classic cars, a fancy dress parade and competition and also 
lots of stalls. There will be a Bouncy Castle and its FREE entrance! We hope to see you there! 

Open Farm Sunday  
Old Hall Farm, Westfield are holding an open day on Sunday 10th June 10am-4pm – activities include guided farm 
tours, sheep shearing, pond dipping, birds of prey, machinery and animals and a BBQ. Free admission. 


