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Newsletter 1 

Welcome back or welcome for the first time!  
A warm welcome back to everyone, and welcome for the first time to all of our new families and staff. 
The beginning of term, however prepared we think we are, is a very busy time, so please be aware that 
there may be teething problems with some things. We will, however, work hard to overcome them as soon 
as possible! PE days, MyMaths log ins, email attachments and class dojo have all given us a few problems 
but these are all being worked upon.  
It has been lovely to see the children settling in to their new classes and we have been in to visit each 
class over the past few days to see how they are getting on. It is amazing how quickly the children settle 
in and it is always exciting to see them making new friendships and trying out new things. A particular ‘well 
done’ to our new Reception and Nursery children and those who moved to Juniors this September. The 
children have quickly adapted to their new routines and environments, and we are so proud of how they 
have done this. However, staff are on hand if anyone has a question as we know there are lots of 
questions when a child starts school, so please ask. Thank you to all of the other children who have been 
making sure they look out for our new children and have shown kindness and support to them all over the 
past few days.  
We have had some areas redecorated at the Infant School over the holidays and some replacement doors 
and windows at the Juniors as part of our ongoing plan to make the environment as warm and welcoming as 
we can for the children. We hope to have further work done in the next term or so, including refurbishing 
the children’s toilets at the Junior school.  
We also have a new term reminders sheet coming home via email, but just in case you have forgotten 
anything over the holidays, a few of the headlines are: 

• Please remember to ensure correct school uniform is worn in line with the information on the 
website. Skirts should be AT LEAST knee length, and if they are not we will lend a suitable length 
skirt until it can be replaced. Hair bands etc should be small and functional and in school colours – 
no large bows etc or hair decorations.  

• Leggings are not uniform! It is trousers, knee length skirts or trousers. Anyone in leggings will 
need to borrow a school skirt.  

• Water bottles need to contain water only please!  
• Parents/carers are not allowed into the building in the mornings, staff are on the doors to take 

messages or to assist when required. We need to safeguard the children, as this is our priority. 
• At the end of the day, please wait in line with the end post of the canopy on the Infant 

playground and on the main playground, not the terraced area outside the Year 3 classes at the 
Junior school. Our priority is to get the children out quickly and safely. Please also do not wait on 
the steps or slopes at the Juniors, as some children with mobility difficulties rely on the handrails 
and access available.  

• If dropping off at Hoots at either school, please note you need to park on the road and not in the 
school car park. 
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Attendance Awards  
We always celebrate the children who have had good attendance each term. We are very pleased to say 
congratulations to all of the children who have achieved 100% attendance for the summer term 2018, 
and who have received their Bronze certificates:   
Infant School: 37 children 
Junior School: 34 children 
   
We are also very pleased to see the all of the children gaining the Silver Attendance Award for 100% 
attendance over the spring and summer terms:  
Infant School: 29 children  
Junior School: 9 children  
 

We are very proud to have Gold certificates to award for 100% attendance over all three terms this 
year:  
Infant School: 18 children  
Junior School: 39 children 
 

Congratulations also to the children who will receive a certificate for good attendance (97% upwards) in 
the summer term:  
Infant School: 46 children  
Junior School: 90 children  

Staffing Updates  
Mrs Katie Adams, a Teacher at Toftwood Infant School is expecting her first baby in December. We 
send our congratulations to her and Mr Adams at this happy time. We will, of course, let you know of the 
arrangements for her maternity cover once they have been arranged.  
 
Mrs Saunders, our SENCO, has been successfully appointed to another post at Orchard House, Fred 
Nicholson School, specialising in SEN leadership. To support collaborative working, Mrs Saunders will be 
working at Fred Nicholson on Friday every week. This sharing of staff and knowledge will be beneficial 
for all of the children and staff. Mrs Saunders will be moving there permanently from January and we 
wish her every success and thank her for the work she has done in SEN across the federation.  
 
Alison Thompson, our parent support adviser, will be with us on Monday and Tuesday all day and Friday 
mornings in school to offer support, guidance, advice and information to our families. If you would like to 
make an appointment to see her please contact either school office. Her details are on the website and 
her NEW email is athompson@toftwood-jun.co.uk  
 
We are looking for relief mid-day supervisors across the federation. The hours are 12 – 1.15 pm. You 
would need to be able to provide 2 references on request, fill out an application form and complete an 
enhanced DBS disclosure and any other safeguarding checks required. If you are interested, then please 
do ask at either office for a form.   
 

Contact and Medical Details  
If you have changed any of the contact or medical details for your child, including your name, those living 
at home or contact phone numbers and addresses please let us know as soon as possible. We also need to 
know if you change a mobile number, as we send out many important messages via the first named person’s 
mobile number. Don’t miss out – update us today. Contact update sheets have been sent home by the 
Juniors. These will be coming home in due course from the Infants.  
If any adults have moved into the family home, such as a new partner, safeguarding guidelines say that we 
should have an up to date list of the names of all adults living in the family home, so please let us know if 
this changes.  



If your child has Asthma, you should have received Asthma care plan forms for you to complete and 
return to your child’s school office. These forms are important because they enable us to manage your 
child’s condition appropriately in school. 
Please remember if your child needs a different diet e.g. a dairy free or gluten free diet, you need to 
come and see us to organise this. We need the medical letters from the hospital or dietician in order to 
be able to organise this for you as these are the rules of the catering companies.  

Reward and Celebration Systems  
We have systems in place so children have relevant rewards. We hope this will work well in relation to the 
age of the children. The systems are now outlined below and there are a whole range of rewards 
throughout the year for individuals and groups.  

• Green, gold, red smiley faces (traffic lights) in class.  All children start the day on green and in 
order to help them to manage their own behaviour we move them to orange for a warning and red 
if there has been an unacceptable behaviour incident. They can then move back to green through 
good behaviour/work/listening. This supports the children well and some parents have even used 
this at home!  

• Class dojo is an online reward system that we use across the federation. Dojo is used to award 
instant points to children when they behave well and show a positive attitude to their learning. You 
will have received a log in to access Class Dojo at home, and we hope that this will allow you to be 
more involved with your child’s learning. The top two dojo points earners each week will be on the 
gold face plus a ‘teacher’s choice’ of someone who has earnt the gold face place that week. A dojo 
certificate will be given to those children.  
Please do not use the dojo to send in messages to your class teacher as this is not how we are 
using the system. We are using it currently just to upload the reward points. If you have a 
message for the school or the teacher, please do tell us in the usual ways so we do not lose any 
messages. 

• Stickers. Sometimes an instant reward works well so staff will give out stickers as they see 
appropriate on a daily basis.  

• Special person – we will continue celebrating a child with compliments every day in the Infant 
School. In the Junior School the children are PATHS pupil of the day and they also have a 
compliments slip.  

• Celebration assembly – On a Thursday children are invited to share a celebration in assembly 
related to out of school celebrations or things that have made staff proud that they have seen in 
school. If your child wins a medal or a competition or has a special event at home, let us know so 
we can celebrate it. If you have a photograph of them achieving something special outside of 
school, please send that in for the board too.  

• Headteacher certificates & stickers will be reserved for extra special achievements!  
• Attendance certificates will still be given termly and each week one class will have the class 

attendance award of the week and at Infants they will have a certificate on the class door and at 
Juniors they will be displayed on the board in the hall. 

• My Maths and Rock Stars awards and celebrations also take place at the juniors.  
• Accelerated reader awards will also be given, including a ‘word millionaire’ once children have read 

a million words! (Don’t worry – accelerated reader will tell them when they have done this – they 
don’t have to count them all!)  

As with all rewards they are not a competition between children. We teach the children to be pleased 
when someone else is praised, celebrated or rewarded and they are very good at this. They motivate each 
other and celebrate the successes of others, and this makes us very proud of them.  

Website 
As a federation we have one single website, which will be found at www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk  
Please do keep checking the website as we are always adding exciting photos and information about what 
our children have been up to. You can also find information about the curriculum, modified newsletters 
and safeguarding information and advice so please do take a look. There is a ‘latest news’ tab on it, and 
this will show you the latest additions to the site so you don’t have to trawl through it.  
 



Swimming  
FB3 will start swimming on Monday 17th September, please ensure permission slips are returned promptly. 
They will swim for 9 weeks, as will the other three classes in turn. The final half term will be for Year 6 
children who cannot yet swim 25 metres as that is the government expectation at that age.  
 

Homework Club  
We will be offering an afterschool homework club to our Year 3 and Year 4 children on a Tuesday and 
Year 5 and Year 6 children on a Thursday if you would like your child to take part please contact the 
Junior School office for a letter. It will start the week commencing on Tuesday 18th September so please 
ensure all reply slips are back by Monday 17th September. Please note that we have limited places and will 
have to prioritise these. We cannot guarantee this club will run every week  

Entrance Gates  
Can we please remind you that both schools have pedestrian gates to keep you safe when visiting the 
school office entrance.  
The small gates with the path are for pedestrians. The large gates are for vehicles. Please do use the 
small gate if you are walking into school and not the vehicle gate! We have many delivery lorries coming in 
and out of school and we would like to keep everyone safe. The new pedestrian gate at the juniors is in 
between the two vehicle gates, and leads directly to the office via a small pedestrian crossing.  

PE reminders  
Remember that children must have their earrings removed for PE.  Please remove them at home as we are 
not allowed to remove them at school. This is a county health and safety ruling.  Please do not have your 
child’s ears pierced during term time.   
Do remember that long hair must be tied back for all PE sessions. 
 
 

Parent/Voluntary Helpers  
We would really find it difficult to offer such a wide range of activities without our parent and voluntary 
helpers, so please do come and join us if you can spare a couple of hours or more a week. You can help with 
reading, general classroom activities, or just help on trips and visits, help is most welcome. Please contact 
the office for a form and return it if you are able to help. Please note you will need to have a full DBS 
check and fill in some further information in the interests of safeguarding our children. We look forward 
to welcoming some more parent and voluntary helpers to school next year. Please note however that we do 
have the right to refuse a placement without giving a reason if we do not think for any reason it is 
suitable. There may be references requested as well as the usual safeguarding checks.  

Guides  
3rd Dereham Guides have a limited number of spaces for September and are taking names for our January 
waiting list. We offer a girl-led program learning modern and traditional skills mixed with regular camps 
and sleepovers. If your daughter is aged 10+ and would like to come along for a free trial meeting please 
get in touch with Sue on 07975914082 after 4pm please.  
 
Please remember that we will be emailing all information in future, so if you miss any, please let us 
know. Please do keep us up to date with email address changes.  
 

 
Joanna Pedlow 

 
 
 

 


