
As part of your child’s education they will be bringing home learning activities from school. 
They may choose to write as part of this. The children will also have the opportunity to 
bring home the class toy and write their adventures in the diary. When writing, try to 
choose a convenient time for both you and your child, especially when your child is not too 
tired.

What can I do to support my child when writing at home?

Early stages of writing:

Encourage your child to ‘write’ as often as possible. In their early stages of writing this will 
be making marks on paper and then using shapes and attempting letters. Ask them to tell 
you about their writing or read it back to you to enable them to give meaning to what they 
have written.

∑ ensure that they grip their pencil correctly. We call this ‘froggy fingers’ (ask your 
teacher for a demonstration if you are not sure!);

∑ encourage them to use correct letter formation (see formation sheet);
∑ allow your child to ‘sound out’ (segment) the words (s)he wants to write, by 

identifying the initial sounds of each word (and final and middle sounds if they are 
ready);

∑ if your child wants to write a word that they have been given as homework before, 
please remind them of this and encourage them to have a go (or challenge them to 
find the word to copy from a reading book);

∑ please remember when writing that this is an opportunity for your child to practise 
his or her own writing. However tempted you may feel, please do not write in the 
book for your child, or allow them to copy your writing into the book. We are not 
expecting the writing to be word perfect, but simply that it reflects your child’s 
ability level, and shows effort on their part;

∑ once they have finished, give your child a chance to practise reading their writing 
out loud (this is what they would be asked to do in school).

In school, the Reception children are encouraged to write using ‘story scribing’. This is 
where an adult writes the story that the child is telling and as the child becomes more 
confident they begin to write some of the letters, then words, then sentences and so on.

As your child progresses in their writing, encourage them to:

∑ use more sounds in their words and spell some words correctly;
∑ link words together to write sentences;
∑ use capital letters and full stops;
∑ begin to write more sentences as they are ready.

Progressive writing:

As your child becomes more confident with their writing you can support them by:

∑ encouraging them to use conjunctions in their writing such as, because, but, so (not 
always ‘and’);

∑ adding speech using inverted commas (speech marks);
∑ writing in the past tense 
∑ using a range of punctuation marks (full stops, question marks and exclamation 

marks);
∑ using capital letters
∑ using connectives such as, sometimes, meanwhile, after that, next, then;
∑ using prepositions such as, down at my feet, there in front of me, up in the air;
∑ describing characters and their actions using adjectives (spotty, huge, tiny) and 

adverbs (quickly, fast, slowly);
∑ when writing stories encourage your child to include a beginning where the 

characters and setting are introduced, middle where a problem occurs and end 
where the problem is solved.

How else can I support my child with their writing?

Each half term a topic map and a curriculum newsletter are sent home, which lets you know 
the topic for next half term. This will also include ideas and activities of things you can do 
to support your child’s learning at home. 

Model writing with your child. It is important for them to see that writing has a purpose.

Show them all the different reasons you write, for example, a shopping list, sending a text 
or an email, reminder notes, cards, invitations. Get your child involved in these activities 
too!

Offer other writing tools at home, for example, chalks, post it notes, laptops, iPads, 
computers, whiteboard pens, using their finger in sand.

Most importantly, make writing fun for your child! Encourage them to write as often as 
possible by don’t force them, especially if they are too tired.


