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17th December 2018  

Newsletter 4 

Dates to Remember!  

Please keep these dates safe and add them to your diaries and calendars. These are events 

currently planned and they could change. Further activities will also be added.  Please note not all 

dates are on the website version for safeguarding reasons 

Thursday 3rd January     School opens at 8.45am for children 

Friday 4th January     Year 5 South American Day  

Monday 7th January     Computing Workshop (At Infants – Already booked) 

Thursday 10th January     Year 4 Seatbelt Safety  

Tuesday 15th January     Aladdin – production in school for R-Y6  

Friday 18th January     Year 1 Wicked weather workshop 

Tuesday 22nd January 9.15am     Reading and Writing workshops for Y1/2 parents 

Tuesday 22nd January 7pm    Reading and Writing workshops for Y1/2 parents 

 

(Please note that we do not have an open afternoon for Nursery as they have a regular parents’ session) 

Thursday 24th January    Joint book fair after school in Junior’s main hall 

                  3.30-4.15pm 

Friday 25th January      Joint book fair after school in Junior’s main hall 

                  3.30-4.15pm 

Monday 28th January     Joint book fair after school in Junior’s main hall 

                  3.30-4.15pm 

Tuesday 29th January     Joint book fair after school in Junior’s main hall 

                  3.30-4.15pm 

Wednesday 30th January    Year 6 SATs parent session 2.30pm  

Week beginning 4th February    Book Week – further details to follow. 

Wednesday 6th February 5.45 – 6.30pm   Bedtime stories for all families. Junior School halls.   

Friday 9th February     Dressing up day for book week for those who wish to 

Tuesday 12th February     Music workshop for Nursery/Reception children 

Friday 15th February     School closes at 3.15pm infants/3.25 Juniors for half term 

 

Half Term 

Monday 25th February     School opens at 8.45am for children 

Thursday 7th March     On line booking for consultations opens 7pm     

Monday 11th March     British Science Week  

Monday 11th March     Spring Term Report cards sent home 

Tuesday 12th March     Year 2 Climate Workshop 

Thursday 14th March     Year 6 Activ8 Session for children only  

 

 

    

 
Toftwood Junior School 

Westfield Road 

Toftwood 

Dereham 

Norfolk 

NR19 1JB 

 

01362 694919 

 

reception@toftwood-jun.co.uk 
 

Toftwood Infant School 

School Lane 

Toftwood 

Dereham 

Norfolk 

NR19 1LS 

 

01362 692612 

 

admin@toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk 
 



Thursday 14th March 4-7 pm    Parent consultations  

Tuesday 19th March 4-7 pm    Parent consultations 

Tuesday 26th March 2.30pm    End of KS1 assessment meeting for Year 2 parents 

Friday 5th April School closes for Easter. 3.15 pm Infants/3.25      

Juniors      

Class Attendance Award 

We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week. 

      Infant School     Junior School 

Week beg 26th November    98.67% Miss Thomas’    100% AW6 

Week beg 3rd December    100% Miss McTavish   98.67% AH3  

Week beg 10th December    100% Miss Clarke   99.33% AH3 
 

What have we been up to? Read on to see the events we have taken part in since our last 

newsletter. Photos and more details are on the website. 

Athletics Event Year 5 and Year 6  

18 children from Year 5 and 6 attended the UEA Sports Park on Monday 19th November to take part in 

an indoor athletics competition. Every child participated with enthusiasm and determination, showing 

fantastic support for each other. Their behaviour set a great example to others. We came 6th out of 12 

schools that participated. A great day was had by all!  

Toy Sale at Toftwood Junior School 

School council held a toy sale and we raised an amazing £171.00. We are all very grateful to everyone who 

brought things. We enjoyed doing it and it took A LOT of organization to be able to achieve getting this 

much money. We did a raffle and we categorized sections where different things were being sold. We 

were given a HUGE teddy bear called Dave and opened a raffle as it wouldn’t be fair if somebody bought 

it straight away so we raffled it and Elliot in Year 6 won. Well done! 

Thankyou! Isabella & Ashleigh (School Council)  

KS1 Football Competition   

On Tuesday 27th November, children from year 1 and 2 went to the Football Development Centre in 

Bowthorpe to represent our federation in a Football Festival. The event started with the children 

demonstrating their football skills in several different activities that were organised by Dereham 

Education and Soccer Academy.  

The children worked really hard and showed their passing and dribbling skills. Later on in the morning, the 

children also worked as a team and played some friendly matches against other schools in a mini 

tournament. 

All of the children thoroughly enjoyed being outside, active and developing their football skills. For many, 

it was their first time playing in a football match and they really enjoyed the different activities and 

trying new things. All of the children worked hard in the skill focus activities and this meant they were 

able to apply these skills during the matches. All of the children worked really well as team and were a 

credit to the federation. 

Well done to everyone that took part! 

 

 

Girls’ Football Event  

On Thursday 8th November, a group of 17 girls from Year 3 to Year 6 attended a football competition. 

They all had a lot of fun competing and by the end of the day they were still asking to play football! Their 

behaviour and attitude throughout the day was fantastic and the adults were very proud of how they 

represented the federation 

 

 



Neatherd Author Visit  

On the 13th of December, some Year 5 and Year 6 children attended an author workshop at Neatherd 

High School. The hilarious author made the children cry with laughter. They were so inspired by how he 

could easily create a story from everyday objects. The author was Christopher William Hill and you can 

find his website at https://mbalit.co.uk/client/christopher-william-hill/ if you would like to find out more. 

Swimming Gala  

On Monday 3rd December, 23 boys and girls from across the Junior school attended a Swimming Gala at 

Dereham Leisure Centre.  

When we arrived at the Leisure Centre, we got changed and found our special area to wait for our races. 

There were 11 other schools competing, with lots of children at different stages in their swimming 

lessons. Even though it was a competition, we still made sure we cheered everyone on and encouraged 

everyone to take part.  

We all sat behind our school’s sign and waited for instructions. Before the races started, we had to make 

sure we were all really quiet so that the umpire could check all the swimmers were starting correctly.  

The races were all organised in categories, which were front crawl, back stroke and breast stroke. All the 

children did exceptionally well and tried their very hardest, but because we were in the first ‘heat’ 

rounds, we wouldn’t know if we would win or not in any races until the end of the day.  

Special mentions from the day go to Olivia, who came first in her heat for the breast stroke. Anastasja 

was overall winner for the front crawl and Lois and Oliver were fantastic runners up for the backstroke. 

As well as this, all of the children should be commended for their determination and perseverance. It was 

absolutely fantastic to see the support and encouragement they were giving each other, especially as this 

was the first swimming Gala for some.  

Miss Skinner, Mrs Sugarman and Mrs King were incredibly proud to take such responsible, keen and 

encouraging children to be ambassadors of our federation. We are already looking forward to next year!  

Year 5 Viking Day 

On Thursday the 15th of November, Year 5 enjoyed a fantastic Viking visit. Our learning truly came to life 

with the help of Thorul Hammerson, our visiting Viking.  

The children and teachers participated with true flair by dressing up as Vikings so Thorul felt at home 

with us for the day.  

We learned all about Viking life with the help of artefacts that the children were fascinated to hold. We 

enjoyed a quiz to test our knowledge and a fun game of ‘Fox and Geese’  

In the afternoon, children wowed us with their ability to soak up some old English language and were 

transfixed by a talk about weapons and armour. Who knew a blunt axe could split a watermelon in half as 

well as split your money into pieces!  

This was a great day which the children continue to talk about.  

News from The Children’s University                                      

The Children’s University is a charity that works in partnership with schools to develop a love of learning 

in children.  This is done by encouraging and celebrating participation in extra-curricular activities in and 

outside of school.  CU encourages all children aged 4 to 14 years to try new experiences, develop new 

interests and acquire new skills through participation in innovative and creative Learning Activities 

outside of the school day. The Children’s University believes that young people can learn anywhere, when 

doing all sorts of activities, and that children learn best when they decide what they want to learn.  

As a Federation we have joined the Norfolk Children’s University, and so your child has the opportunity to 

take part in this exciting scheme. Children can now join as soon as they enter their Reception year at the 

Infant School.  Through the school, they can receive a FREE Passport to Learning - this is the document 

in which they will record all of the learning activities that they complete outside of school. Not only does 

it open up a world of opportunities to the children to learn in new and exciting ways, but the Children’s 

University also gives credit for doing the things they love. Children are encouraged to progress through 

the CU Certification scheme. Once a CU student completes a minimum of 30 hours, they will gain a Bronze 

certificate and then they can earn certificates for every additional 30 hours of voluntary learning, all the 

way up to 1000 hours!  

There are many Learning Destinations such as museums, libraries, sports clubs, and wildlife centres that 

are already validated to count towards CU hours and many of these are FREE. All Norfolk Museums can be 

https://mbalit.co.uk/client/christopher-william-hill/


accessed completely free of charge with a Children’s University Passport. Please visit 

www.norfolk.gov.uk/childrensuniversity for a current list of Norfolk Learning Destinations.  Only 

destinations using the official Children’s University stamp can award credits.  If your child attends a 

destination that has not been validated by Children’s University, then please contact 

norfolkchildrensuniversity@educatorsolutions.org.uk who will contact the learning destination with 

regards to joining the scheme.  

Children can earn a maximum of 10 credits per activity per term, Children’s University would like all of 

their CU members to experience a wide variety of activities and by limiting credits to 10 hours per 

activity per term they are encouraging members to experience new and exciting opportunities.  

The Federation CU Co-ordinators will request that passports are sent into school at half termly intervals 

so that a record of hours can be kept, and children achieving Gold level can be put forward for a 

Graduation ceremony at school or at one of many inspirational venues across the County. 

The Junior School Co-ordinator is Mrs Hodges, and the Infant School Co-ordinator is Mrs Reeve.   Keep 

an eye on the school Newsletter and Website for updates and information.  

Panto Trip  

On Wednesday 12th December the year 2 children visited the Pantomime of Aladdin at the Norwich 

Theatre Royal.  This was an excellent opportunity for the children to experience live theatre and it built 

on the visit from Ben Langley, an actor starring in the Pantomime who came to school to do a workshop 

with the children earlier in the term.  

The trip was enjoyed by all, including those children who it was a new experience for. As always, we were 

so proud of all of the children who were superbly behaved!  

Christmas Lunch 

We had two fantastic Christmas lunches at the federation. Many thanks to all of the kitchen staff for 

cooking such a beautiful lunch and also to those staff who voluntarily gave up their lunchtime to help serve 

the children. It was much appreciated and really showed a community spirit to the children and a great 

commitment from those staff to putting the children first for Christmas.  

 

National Nurturing Schools Programme 

In September 2016 Toftwood Junior School began its journey to become and nurturing school and 

Toftwood Infant School joined them on this journey in January 2017. When the schools federated we 

began the final stage of achieving nurture school status as one school community. 

The Nurture Group Network exists to promote the development of nurture and to ensure the continuing 

quality of delivering a nurturing school experience for all children. The principles of nurture have been 

shared with all of the children in an assembly, and many aspects of school life are part of our nuture 

work. For example, our consistent approach and Golden Rules support all children in knowing the 

expectations around conduct. 

We hope to achieve Nurture School status early in the new year and will let you know as soon as this is 

confirmed. 

 

Thank you 

Thank you to all of the parents and carers for the lovely cards, gifts and Christmas wishes. No one expects 

to receive a present, but we are truly appreciative of all that we receive. We have some lovely homemade 

cards and gifts too this year and we are very impressed by the creativity shown!  

Thank you also to all of the staff, children, Governors and families for their support this year. We hope you 

all have a Happy Christmas.  

 

 
Joanna Pedlow 


