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Class Attendance Award
We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week.

Infant School Junior School
Week beg 7th January 99.33%Miss Clarke 100% AW6
Week beg 14th January 98.62% Miss Richardson 98.06% RB4
Week beg 21st January 98.67% Mrs Chapman & Mrs Ponder 99% GG6
Week beg 28th January 99.33% Miss Thomas 98.33% AF4 
Week beg 4th February 99.33% Miss Thomas 98.33% AF4

New School Logo
You may have noticed that we now have a new logo. We had assemblies with the children and talked about 
having one logo that represented both schools in the federation and the people within them. I took all of 
their ideas to Neatherd High School and met with their art and graphics teacher, Mr Will Wright. He then 
took the ideas we wanted to use and created the draft logo which we then worked on. 
We are really pleased with the end result, and the children have been excited. In fact, Year 6 have said they 
are disappointed they won’t get to wear it on their uniform as that does not change until September! We 
have discussed with them that we could add it to the leavers’ hoodies though that are available for them to 
buy at the end of term. 
A huge thank you to Mr Wright for his excellent design skills and to all of the children who contributed 
ideas too. 

Visitors to School 
We have many visitors to our federation to see what we are doing and learn from us and with us. We recently 
had teachers from another large school come and observe and learn with our Year 1 and 2 teachers and they 
really benefitted from seeing what was going on. 
This week we had visitors from a local Trust, Mr Devonish and Mr Boulton, who are keen to learn from our 
primary practice and recent developments. They took a tour of both schools and gave such positive feedback. 
In Reception, they were impressed with the children’s phonics work, looking at split digraphs and using them 
to read words. Across both schools, they were also impressed with the children’s behaviours for learning, 
their enthusiasm and their perseverance. They commented positively on the positive working atmosphere and 
the standards of work the children were achieving. 
They have asked us if we will support them in areas for development in their own schools as they move 
forwards too. It is so lovely to see the positive impact of our work, and to have the achievements of the 
staff and children so clearly recognised by our visitors. 
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News from The Children’s University 
Thank you to all the children who brought their passports to school to be checked and well done to everyone 
who has earned certificates and awards.  Children who have earned a Gold Award, Certificate or Diploma will 
be put forward for the next school Graduation where they will receive the Children’s University certificates 
that are due to them.  
There are some exciting changes coming up in the next couple of months.  A new Children’s University 
interactive website is being developed and is due to be launched in March.  This will allow CU families to 
access information more easily about Learning Destinations and free local events.  It will also enable all
children to add their own credits using a personal log-in on an epassport.  They will then be able to check 
their progress online.   We will give you more information as soon as it is available.   
In the meantime there are some Half Term events that families can attend that will be fun, and help to earn 
more credits.   Norfolk Museums have exhibitions, events and family trails going on, for example Norwich 
Castle has Vikings and the story of Snap the Dragon.  Time and Tide at Yarmouth has an exhibition about 
250 years of the circus, and at Gressenhall you can do an “I’m in the Workhouse: get me out of here!” day.  
Remember CU children get into the museums free with their passports although there could be a small 
charge for special activity days, www.museums.norfolk.gov.uk . Norwich Cathedral has family days on 20th 
February and 10th April, with lots of activities all day for just £3.50 www.cathedral.org.uk .  Norfolk Record 
Office family fun and craft days are on 21st and 22nd February – including making a board game and creating 
and painting plane nosecone art based on designs created by American servicemen stationed in Norfolk.  
www.archives.norfolk.gov.uk . 
Watch out for holiday challenges on the school website.  We will be checking passports after Easter, so keep 
up the fun activities!

Year 6 Residential Week
Year 6 have had a busy week, with many of them going on the residential. Even those who were a little 
hesitant at first came back beaming and full of the exciting adventure they had been on. We are so pleased 
to see how well they all worked together and how much they gained from the experience. Look out on the 
website for photos and a write up very soon. 
The children who stayed in school in Year 6 also had a great week, as they have been making fossils, cooking 
and doing many fun activities.
Thankyou to all of the staff who volunteered to take the children and give them some fabulous memories for 
the future. 

Book Week
Thank you so much to everyone that supported our joint half price book fair. The children were able to buy 
some amazing half price books and we also were able to get lots of great books for our schools as well! We 
took over £1952.86, so thank you very much for all of your support. 
Thank you to all of the staff that arranged the exciting book week activities, from the book fair to the 
poetry slams! The children produced some amazing work in book week, and we will be sharing this on our 
website. They explored new forms of poetry writing and created story books.
It was lovely to see our Year Six children going to the Infants to read with the younger children and the 
Year 2 children joining the Junior children to share a story. 
Year 4 joined the Infants for the Sign 2 sing and Year 2 children came to join the Juniors for this event. 
It was a fabulous week of everyone working together, and a tremendous amount of work went into the book 
week events. Look out on the website soon for photos and information. 



Head Lice 
Children of this age are very sociable and it is highly likely that they will catch head lice at some time! We 
can help stop the spread of head lice by ensuring that all parents check their child’s hair at least weekly and 
treat if required. Children should not be sent to school if they have head lice, as it is uncomfortable for 
them, but should be treated at home and sent back once they are clear. They do not need a whole day’s 
absence, and preferably should be checked and treated in the evening. If you need any advice on this, please 
ask.

End of Key stage 1 (Year2 ) assessments parent session 
Tuesday 26th March at 2.30 – 3.00 is the session where we explain to parents and carers about the end of 
year 2 assessments. A letter is coming home after half term, but please put the date in your diary. 

Phonics Screening Workshop for Y1 Parents. 
An information session about the Year 1 Phonics Screening is planned at TIS from 2:15-3pm on Wednesday, 
3rd April.  All year 1 children in the country complete the screening in June each academic year. An 
information letter will be sent to all relevant parents/carers nearer the date.

Joanna Pedlow

What have we been up to? Read on to see the events we have 
taken part in since our last newsletter. Photos and more details 

are on the website. Click on the link to find out more

Year 4 seatbelt safety January 2019
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/01/year-4-seatbelt-safety-
january-2019/

Year 5 South America Topic
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/01/year-5-south-america-
topic/

Poppy Appeal 2018
We would like to thank all of the families who supported the poppy appeal this 
year. We raised a fantastic total of £983.79 across the federation. We are 
truly appreciative of all the donations made.
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Mad Science, wicked weather workshops Year 1 
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/02/mad-science-wicked-
weather-workshops-spring-term-1-2019/

Winterwatch Comes to Toftwood Federation
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/02/winterwatch-comes-to-
toftwood-federation/

Key Stage 1 Gymnastics Festival 
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/02/ks1-gymnastics-festival/
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