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Year 4
English
During Whole Class Reading, we will be looking at a variety of genres with a focus 
on stories from other cultures. The children will continue to develop their 
narrative and non-fiction writing on the themes by finding out about other 
countries and societies. Our grammar focus areas for this half term will be using 
a range of fronted adverbials with commas to demarcate, pronouns and 
alternative nouns to avoid repetition, expanded noun phrases, use of Standard 
English, subordinating conjunctions and apostrophes for possession. 

Here is some further information to outline fronted adverbials and expanded noun 
phrases:
Grammar focus Example sentence with focus area highlighted
Subordinating
conjunctions

When the earth shook, massive boulders tumbled 
down the mountain.

Fronted adverbial Interestingly, earthquakes are caused when 
tectonic plates move.

Our spelling focuses this half term will be on: words with the /s/ sound spelt ‘sc’; 
word endings –sion; possessive apostrophes and homophones. We will also be 
continuing to look at Year 3 and 4 statutory spelling words.  All children will have 
their individual spelling lists stuck into their home learning books. It is vital that 
your child practises these as often as possible until they spell them correctly in 
their independent writing. We will be re-assessing these words towards the end 
of the term to monitor progress in securing these statutory spellings.

Please continue to read regularly with your child at home and remind them to bring 
their accelerated reading book to school every day. The library is available for 
changing books before school 8.30 – 9.00, at lunchtimes 12.30 – 1.00 and after 
school 3.25 – 4.00. Please ensure your child’s reading record is in school every 
day. It will be checked on Mondays. Only children are able to enter the school for 
before and after school library use and we ask that the Year 3 door is used for 
this.

Mathematics
In maths, we will be continuing our work on decimals and then moving on to look 
at measurement (focussing on money) and time.
Your child will be focussing on the following objectives:

∑ Compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to two decimal 
places.

∑ Round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest whole number.



∑ Recognise and write decimal equivalents to ¼, ½ and ¾
∑ Find the effect of dividing a one or two-digit number by 10 or 100, 

identifying the value of the digits in the answer as ones, tenths and 
hundredths

∑ Estimate, compare and calculate different measures, including money in 
pounds and pence.

∑ Solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions and decimals 
to two decimal places.

∑ Convert between different units of measure [for example, kilometre to 
metre; hour to minute]

∑ Read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12- and 24-hour 
clocks.

∑ Solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes to 
seconds; years to months; weeks to days.

Please support your child and their maths learning through use of My Maths and 
Rock Star Times tables. It is important that the children complete MyMaths
tasks independently as we need to know what they can complete on their own. 
There are other areas of MyMaths where they can work alongside you, such as 
games and lessons.

Science
This term our Science lessons will focus on living things and their habitats. The 
children will: recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways, 
explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of 
living things in their local and wider environment. They will also recognise that 
environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living 
things. Throughout this topic the children will be continuing to practice their 
skills of working scientifically; making predictions and careful observations, 
setting up a variety of investigations and recording their results so that they can 
answer questions using the evidence they have collected.

Design and Technology 
The children will be examining their local area; designing and weaving a habitat.  
They will be thinking about their audience, the colour and texture as well as the 
joining techniques required.



Art
In Art, we will be learning how to create an observational drawing of an everyday 
food item, focussing on basic drawing, shading techniques and beginning to create 
depth.

P.E.
In P.E. this half term we will focus on Kwik Cricket. The children will also continue 
to take part in Real P.E, which promotes the learning of basic skills and ensures 
P.E is fun, exciting and challenging. Each half term focuses on a different 
challenge. This half term we are working on applying our physical skills. Ask your 
child what FUNS level they are working on and what the skill is that they need to 
develop so that you can help them with this at home.

PE days are as follows:
Mrs Bowes-Mulligan Wednesday and Thursday
Dr Francis                                         Thursday and Friday
Mrs Traferri Monday and Thursday

Please ensure your child brings their PE kit on Monday and takes it home on
Friday to be washed, if required. 
Ear rings should be removed for PE and hair tied back. 

R.E.
In RE, the children will be focusing on the Christian festival of Pentecost, 
asking the questions: What happened when Jesus left? And what was the impact 
of Pentecost?

Music.
This half term’s music is focused on The Beatles’ Blackbird, a song about civil 
rights. 

Computing
This half term the children will be using templates on a computer to create a 
game, which can be controlled by external inputs, changing parameters and 
algorithms and investigating the effect this has on the response.

Website
If you have a computer connected to the internet, you may wish to visit our 
website.  
The address is: www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/


Online safety tips 
Please share these with your child if they are accessing the internet

∑ Always ask a grown up before you use the internet.
∑ Don’t tell strangers where you live, your phone number or where you go to 

school. Only your friends and family need to know this.

PSHE and PATHS
In Paths the children will be continuing to look at being responsible and caring for 
others. We will also be starting SRE, we will be covering the following topics:-

∑ Describing the stages of the human life-cycle
∑ Growing up and how the body changes physically and emotionally.
∑ Basic facts about puberty
∑ How puberty is linked to reproduction

MFL 
We are continuing to learn Spanish. The children will be able to understand and 
recognise some of the phrases for different sports in Spanish, remember some 
phrases for Spanish sports and learn the names of some food and drink and read 
and spell some Spanish words for food and drink.  They will also need to say 
whether something is healthy or unhealthy.

Home Learning
We continue to ask that you support your child and their learning at home. We 
also appreciate that children have other interests and hobbies outside of school 
and family time is precious. To support your child, we will have our core set of 
homework for all children on MyMaths, Rock Star Times tables, spellings and 
reading, and there will be optional creative home learning for those children that 
wish to complete it.

MyMaths
There is an expectation that children will complete set homework tasks within 
the allocated time given. The date MyMaths work is due is shared on the MyMaths 
site. 

Reading
To support your child with becoming a confident reader we would like each child 
to read to an adult at least three times every week. Please also ensure you are 
asking those questions to develop your child’s skills and abilities as a reader. 
Please write a note in your child’s reading record, which will be checked by their 
teacher every Monday for the previous week. Please ensure reading records are 
in school every day. Children who have read at home will be awarded dojo points: 



one point for reading three times, two points for reading five times and three 
points for reading seven times. 

Spellings
Each child has a list of spellings to practise at home. Please support your child as 
they learn these. It is important that your child can spell the words correctly and 
consistently. Writing these words accurately in a sentence moves their learning 
forwards as being able to use the spellings in their work is very important.

Additional Optional Home Learning
There will also be optional extra homework that can be completed at any point 
each half term but please remember it is optional! If you have any further 
questions or would like more information about ways to help your child, please see 
their class teacher.

Year 4 home learning task.

Journeys

Summer 1 2019
To support your child’s learning, here is a choice of homework 
tasks related to our topic:

Tasks
Research and plan a journey for your family to a country of your choice.  Explain why 

you want to go there and what you would do during your visit.
Create a presentation or guide book to explain something about the Prime Meridian 

countries. Your target audience are your peers.
Cook something from a Prime Meridian country and tell us what you thought about it.
Learn a traditional dance from a Prime Meridian country and perform it in front of 

the class or upload a video to the class dojo for your peers to view.

Please choose one or more of the above tasks to complete with your child as optional 
extra home learning. You can record these optional tasks in any way you like such as 
PowerPoint, film, leaflet, photographs, drawings, etc.

The optional extra home learning is to be handed in as it is completed in order to be 
looked at, shared and awarded dojo points.

Please continue to read with your child at least three times a week, continue practising 
times tables, complete MyMaths homework and also practise their spellings. 



Please also note that we are changing the way we notify you about the weekly spellings 
lessons. From this point forward you will be given the spelling rules and the words we 

will be exploring over the half term. Please don’t forget to keep practising the Year 3/4 
Statutory words your child has been given to learn. 

Week 1- words with the /s/ sound spelt ‘sc’ eg science, abscess, ascend, 
scented, scissors, scene
Week 2 Words ending in –sion eg division, conclusion, evasion, intrusion
Week 3 – Possessive apostrophes, the boy’s toy; the children’s school, the girls’ coats.
Week 4- Homophones eg weather/whether, medal/meddle, missed/mist, who’s/whose, 
team/teem 
Week 5 Statutory Spellings.


