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Year 3
English
This half term we will be focusing on developing skills we have learnt throughout 
the year to produce some descriptive writing about our own fantastic beast. We 
will be thinking about how we structure our sentences to make our writing more 
interesting by including adjectives, verbs, adverbs, alliteration and similes and 
then developing it into an adventure story. We will be considering the use of 
present perfect for this. 

We will also be refreshing our memories of non-chronological reports by creating 
our own beast. We will also be looking at non-fiction features and layouts.

Reading
When reading with your child, the focus should not only be on their fluency and 
stamina but also on how well they understand. In KS2 we need to ensure they can 
answer questions such as ‘Why do you think that happened?’ and ‘What did the 
author mean by that phrase?’ as they read. For more examples of questions, 
please speak to your child’s teacher. We will be continuing our VIPERS 
(vocabulary, inference, prediction, explain, retrieve and summarise) work in our 
guided reading. This helps the children to answer questions based on different 
themes.

Mathematics
In maths, we will be looking at geometry and measurement objectives:

∑ Recognise angles as a property of shape or a description of a turn. 
∑ Identify right angles, recognise that two right angles make a half-turn, 

three make three quarters of a turn and four a complete turn.
∑ Identify whether angles are greater than or less than a right angle. 
∑ Identify horizontal/vertical lines and pairs of perpendicular/parallel lines. 
∑ Draw 2-D shapes and make 3-D shapes using modelling materials. 
∑ Recognise 3-D shapes in different orientations and describe them.
∑ Measure, compare, add and subtract: mass (kg/g); volume/capacity (l/ml).

Please continue to revise the following objectives with your child:
∑ Estimate and read time with increasing accuracy to the nearest minute. 
∑ Record and compare time in terms of seconds, minutes and hours. 
∑ Use vocabulary such as o’clock, a.m/p.m, morning, noon and midnight. 
∑ Know the number of seconds in a minute and the number of days in each 

month, year and leap year. 
∑ Compare durations of events. 



Science
The children will be learning about animals including humans this half term. We 
will be learning about bones, nutrients and healthy eating. We will be looking at 
what different animals need to survive and comparing this with humans. We will 
be looking at the different types of bones. The children will be working 
scientifically, making careful observations and justifying their answers. 
Please explore these focus areas at home if possible, asking questions such as 

∑ What do you think will happen?
∑ Why do you think that happened? 
∑ What would happen if we changed this part of the experiment? 

Any additional work on this at home will help develop scientific skills and 
understanding, so please do let us know of any additional research or 
investigations your child carries out at home.

Topic
Children will be learning about volcanoes. A particular subject focus of this 
topic will be geography and children will be looking at the location of different 
volcanoes around the world and labelling these on a map. They will be learning 
about the different components of volcanoes and what the difference is 
between dormant and active. They will consider the impact of an eruption. 

Music
We will be using the online resource Charanga to teach our music lessons. The 
children will listen to a variety of music, give their opinion and answer questions 
about what they listen to and learn different songs. If you listen to music in the 
car or at home, then challenge your child to use some of the musical terms they 
have been learning when they talk about the music or a favourite piece of music.
We will also be taking part in the Toft-o-vision singing contest!

P.E.
In P.E. this half term, the children will be focusing on health and fitness in Real 
PE and what we need to do in order to keep our bodies healthy. As well as this, 
children will take part in Cricket, ending the term with a cricket tournament 
across the year group. Ask your child what challenge they are working on and help 
them practise it at home.
Please ensure your child has their P.E kit with them all week, bringing them on a 
Monday and taking them home on a Friday to be washed if necessary. Ear rings 
should be removed for PE and hair tied back. 
All three classes will be doing PE on Tuesday and Friday. 



Computing
Children will be using the internet safely to:

∑ To be able to classify groups of objects through the use of a database
∑ To consider what simulations are; to explore a simulation; to analyse and 

evaluate a simulation
Online safety tips (Please share these with your child)

∑ Always ask a grown up before you use the internet.
∑ Don’t tell strangers where you live, your phone number or where you go to 

school. Only your friends and family need to know this.

Art and Design Technology
This half term the children will be mastering the technique of sketching 3D shape.
In Design and Technology we will be designing our own smoothie, using the 
information learnt in our science topic. We will then make our own smoothies and 
evaluate them after tasting them! We will also be designing and creating the 
elements needed for a canvas bag. 

R.E.
In RE the children will be learning about Islam and considering what it means to 
belong to the Islamic community. The children will also be learning about 
different Islamic celebrations and the places of worship. 

PSHE, PATHS and RSE
We will be continuing to focus on making good choices. We will be discussing 
persevering, bullying, acting appropriately and different social interactions. 

The children will be taking part in RSE this half term as it fits nicely with our 
science topic. They will be exploring the differences between males and females
and naming the body parts. They will also be considering touch, including 
different types of touch, personal space and how to deal with unwanted touch. 
Children will develop their understanding that a person has the right to say 
what they like and dislike in relation to being touched. Finally, children will be 
exploring different types of families, understanding that all families are 
different and knowing who and where to go for help and support.

MFL 
We will be continuing to learn Spanish. This half term we are learning vocabulary 
for Spanish vegetables and plants, asking and responding to questions needed for 
a trip to the market and listening and responding to Spanish stories.



Home Learning
We continue to ask that you support your child and their learning at home. We 
appreciate that children have other interests and hobbies outside of school and 
family time is precious but our core set of homework is for all children on 
MyMaths, Rock Star Timestables, spellings and reading, and there will be optional 
creative home learning for those children that wish to complete it. 
Each Wednesday children will receive their home learning book, to complete and 
return to their teacher the following Monday. 
Additional homework should be handed in by Monday 10th July this half term. 

Reading
Please continue to read regularly with your child (at least 3 times weekly) and 
ensure that they bring their accelerated reading book to school. The library is
available for changing books and completing accelerated reader quizzes before 
school (8.30 – 9.00am), lunchtimes (12:30-1:00pm) and after school (– 4.00pm). 

Please send your child’s reading record into school daily. Reading records will be 
checked on Mondays and Dojo points awarded for the previous week’s reading:
three entries = 1 dojo, five entries = 2 dojos, and seven entries = 3 dojos.
Please write a note in your child’s reading record as this is the only way we know 
that they have read to an adult. Please ensure records are in school every day. 

Maths
MyMaths and TT Rockstars can be accessed at home. The children have their 
logins. The date MyMaths work is due is shared on the MyMaths site. Please 
support your child and their maths learning. There are other areas of MyMaths 
where they can work alongside you, such as games and lessons.
Your child will not be quizzed on their times table in order, so they must be 
confident in knowing their times tables in a random order. They will also have a 
set amount of time to complete their quiz, so speed is important too! Practice 
and repetition are the main ways to learn however, here are some ideas to help:

∑ Get your child to make groups of numbers so that they can then point at the 
correct stick as they count. Seeing the numbers as visual quantities will help 
to embed the correct sequence in their minds.

∑ Playing games is also a useful method. You could write each times table on a 
piece of card and have the answer separately for your child to match these. 

∑ Once they are more confident, time them with a stopwatch. See if they can 
try to beat their own record each time they do it!



Spellings
Please continue to look at the list of spellings from the National Curriculum inside 
your child’s home learning book. Words that have been highlighted were spelt 
correctly in our initial spelling quiz. Please practise any words that have not been 
highlighted as your child still needs to learn these. 

This half term the children will be looking at the following spelling patterns:

Spelling focus Example words 

Week one Suffixes  -ed, -ing, -
ness, -ful, -less, -s/es

• A short vowel means you must double the consonant. 
Hop/chat/clap/plan/rub/stop/hug/slip

• If the root word ends in ‘-e’ this is dropped when 
adding a suffix beginning with a vowel letter (the 
exception in ‘being’). 

Hope/care/like/smile/phone/use/bake
Week two /u/ spelt ou Rough, young, double, trouble, touch, country

Week three Revision of statutory 
year 3/4 spelling words

(refer to home learning book for full list). 

Week four Homophones He’ll/ heel/heal, plain/plane, grown/groan, 
rain/reign/rein. 

Week five Revision of statutory 
year 3/4 spelling words

(refer to home learning book for full list).

Creative Home Learning Tasks
Find out about an unusual animal. It may be from another country or just your 

favourite! Draw/photograph it and record your facts.
Investigate what “mass” and “capacity” mean and apply them in the real world in 

whatever way you can. Record your findings!
Find and source an adventure story to recommend to a friend. Author examples 

include Enid Blyton, Lewis Carroll and Frank Cottrell Boyce.
Consider what 3D shapes you can find in the world around you e.g. tin of beans = 

cylinder. Sketch and label them. 
Keep a “healthy body” diary. It has to be for atleast 1 day. Record everything you eat 

and any exercise you do (remember to use a ruler for any tables/lines you draw). 


