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Year 4
English
During Whole Class Reading, we will be looking at a variety of genres. The children 
will continue to develop their narrative and non-fiction writing on the themes of 
stories in familiar settings and information texts. Our grammar focus areas for 
this half term will be possessive apostrophes, expanded noun phrases with post 
modification, cause and effect/subordinating conjunctions, correctly punctuated 
dialogue and a range of fronted adverbials. 

Here is some further information to explain expanded noun phrases with post 
modification, possessive apostrophes and fronted adverbials:
Grammar focus Example sentence with focus area highlighted
Expanded noun phrase The shiny, metal swing with a ruby-red plastic seat 

swung in the cool breeze.
Fronted adverbials On the savannah, the elephants were camouflaged. 
Apostrophes for 
possession (singular and 
plural)

South Africa’s climate is warm all through the year. 
The giraffes’ necks waved like flags in the air. 

Our spelling focuses this half term will be on: adding the suffix ‘ous’ to various 
root words; the prefixes: ‘un’, ‘dis’, ‘in’, ‘re’, ‘sub’, ‘inter’, ‘super’, ‘anti’ and ‘auto;
the suffix ‘ly’; and continuing to practise the words from the Year 3 and 4 
Statutory spelling list. 

Please continue to read regularly with your child at home and remind them to bring 
their accelerated reading book to school every day. The library is available for 
changing books before school 8.30 – 9.00, at lunchtimes 12.30 – 1.00 and after 
school 3.25 – 4.00. Children wishing to change their books during the lunch break 
put their book into the class box in the morning. Please ensure your child’s reading 
record is in school every day. It will be checked on Mondays. Only children are 
able to enter the school for before and after school library use and we ask that 
the Year 3 door is used for this.

Mathematics
In Maths, we will be focussing on the following objectives:

∑ Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information 
presented in bar charts, pictograms, tables and other graphs. 

∑ Identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and order angles up to two 
right angles by size. 

∑ Compare and classify geometric shapes, including quadrilaterals and 
triangles, based on their properties and sizes. 

∑ Identify lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes presented in different 
orientations. 



∑ Complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a specific line of 
symmetry. 

∑ Describe positions on a 2-D grid as coordinates in the first quadrant. 
∑ Plot specified points and draw sides to complete a given polygon. 
∑ Describe movements between positions as translations of a given unit to 

the left/ right and up/ down.

Please support your child and their maths learning through use of My Maths and 
Rock Star Timestables. It is important that the children complete MyMaths tasks 
independently as we need to know what they can complete on their own. There are 
other areas of MyMaths where they can work alongside you, such as games and 
lessons.

Science
This term our Science lessons will focus on animals, including humans. The children 
will be studying digestion including the importance of teeth. They will also be 
looking at food chains. Throughout this topic the children will be continuing to 
practice their skills of working scientifically; making predictions and careful 
observations, setting up a variety of investigations and recording their results so 
that they can answer questions using the evidence they have collected.

Design and Technology 
The children will be making bookmarks from felt to practise their sewing skills.

Art
In Art, we will weaving using paper to create African Kente patterns. 

P.E.
In P.E. this half term we will focus on athletics. The children will also continue to 
take part in Real P.E, which promotes the learning of basic skills and ensures P.E 
is fun, exciting and challenging. Each half term focuses on a different challenge. 
This half term we are working on health and fitness and trying to further improve 
our balance and agility. Ask your child what FUNS level they are working on and 
what the skill is that they need to develop so that you can help them with this at 
home.

PE days are as follows:
Mrs Bowes-Mulligan Wednesday and Thursday
Dr Francis                                       Thursday and Friday
Mrs Traferri Monday and Friday



Please ensure your child brings their PE kit on Monday and takes it home on
Friday to be washed, if required. Ear rings should be removed for PE and hair 
tied back. 

R.E.
In RE the children will be focusing on Islam and the question: ‘What might a 
Muslim learn about Ummah by taking part in Hajj?’

Music.
This half term’s music will be consolidating our learning from throughout the year. 
In addition, children will also participate in the Toftovision Song Contest.

Computing
The children will continue to develop their coding skills and will be creating their 
own web page.

Website
If you have a computer connected to the internet, you may wish to visit our 
website.  
The address is: www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk

Online safety tips 
Please share these with your child if they are accessing the internet

∑ Always ask a grown up before you use the internet.
∑ Don’t tell strangers where you live, your phone number or where you go to 

school. Only your friends and family need to know this.

PSHE and PATHS
In Paths the children will be looking at the following:

∑ reflecting on and celebrating their achievements, identifying their 
strengths and areas for improvement, setting high aspirations and goals 

∑ deepening their understanding of good and not so good feelings, to extend 
their vocabulary to enable them to explain both the range and intensity of 
their feelings to others 

∑ recognising that they may experience conflicting emotions and when they 
might need to listen to, or overcome these 

∑ about change, including transitions (between key stages and schools), loss, 
separation, divorce and bereavement.

MFL 
We are continuing to learn Spanish. This half term the children will be 
consolidating our learning from the year. 

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/


Spellings
Each child has a list of spellings to practise at home. Please support your child as 
they learn these. It is important that your child can spell the words correctly and 
consistently. Writing these words accurately in a sentence moves their learning 
forwards as being able to use the spellings in their work is very important.

Additional Optional Home Learning
There will also be optional extra homework that can be completed at any point 
each half term. These must be handed in when the children complete the work so 
that they can be awarded dojo points but please remember it is optional! If you 
have any further questions or would like more information about ways to help your 
child, please see their class teacher.

Year 4 Learning Task
Summer Half Term 2

To support your child’s learning, here is a choice of homework tasks related to 
our topics:

Tasks
Keep a salt and sugar record of all the things you eat in a week. Looking at 

your results, is there anything that surprised you?
Create an ‘animal watch’ diary out of your window. Can you identify and 

classify all the creatures that you spot?
Cook a traditional dish from South Africa.
Create a piece of African silhouette art.



-ous words:

Prefixes:

-ly suffix:


