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Newsletter 1 
 

Welcome back or welcome for the first time!  

A warm welcome back to everyone, and welcome for the first time to all of our new families and staff. 

The beginning of term is always busy and some things are new to parents, so we know there could be some 

initial glitches. We will, however, work hard to overcome them as soon as possible!  

 

Firstly, a huge thank you to everyone for their commitment and support of the new uniform. The children 

look so smart and are proudly telling us how much they like the new uniform and the feedback form 

parents and carers has also been positive. Check our uniform tab on the website which will direct you to 

different suppliers as you do not need to buy branded items unless you wish to. Please do make sure you 

name everything as we already have items in lost property as they have no names on them.  

 

It has been lovely to see the children settling in to their new classes and we have been in to visit each 

class over the past few days to see how they are getting on. Staff are on hand if anyone has a question as 

we know there are lots of questions when a child starts school, so please ask. Thank you to all of the 

other children who have been making sure they look out for our new children and have shown kindness and 

support to them all over the past few days.  

 

We have had some areas refurbished at the Junior school over the holidays. The years 3, 4 and 5 toilets 

have all been completely replaced, with new flooring, decoration and units. This is the first time in 40 

years according to Mr Rayner!  

 

Just a few back to school reminders: 

 

 Please remember to ensure correct school uniform is worn in line with the information on the 

website. https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/parents/school-uniform/ Skirts should be AT 

LEAST knee length, and if they are not we will lend a suitable length skirt until it can be replaced. 

Hair bands etc should be small and functional and in school colours – no large bows etc or hair 

decorations.  

 Leggings are not uniform! It is trousers, knee length skirts, pinafore dresses, dresses or knee 

length shorts. Anyone in leggings will need to borrow a school skirt or trousers.  

 Shoes should be suitable for school and plain black. Boots may be worn but knee length fashion 

boots are not really suitable for school. 

 Water bottles need to contain water only please!  
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 Parents/carers are not allowed into the building in the mornings, staff are on the doors to take 

messages or to assist when required. We need to safeguard the children, as this is our priority. 

 At the end of the day, please wait in line with the end post of the canopy on the infant playground 

and towards the back ‘third’ of the Junior playground and  not the terraced area outside the Year 

3 classes at the junior school. Our priority is to get the children out quickly and safely. Please also 

do not wait on the steps or slopes at the juniors, as some children with mobility difficulties rely 

on the handrails and access available.  

 If dropping off at Hoots at either school, please note you need to park on the road and not in the 

school car park. 

 

Breaktime Snacks  

Can we just remind you that breaktime snacks sent in from home can only be fruit in its natural form or 

plain cheese.This means fresh or dried fruit but not fruit flakes, fruit strings, yogurt covered raisins 

etc. Cheese can be cubed or a piece of cheese, but NOT cheese dippers, crackers with cheese etc.  

Junior children can bring in 50p for a snack and Infant children all have access to free fruit. Thank you 

for your support with this.  

 

Class Attendance Award 

We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week. 

      Infant School         Junior School 

Week beg 9th September                               100% ICR, AMR & RS1 99.67% WS6 

Week beg 16th September                              99.33% AMR & KP2 100% KH6 

 

Absence from School 

Just a reminder that we do not authorise leave of absence for holidays in term time. Any absence of ten 

consecutive school sessions or more (remembering each school day is 2 sessions). This includes either side 

of a weekend and a school holiday.  

A fine is issued and all of this information was sent out at the beginning of term. 

Thank you to all of those parents who are open and honest about requests for leave of absence and 

understand the rules we have to work within.  

 

If your child is absent from school because they are unwell, please make sure you ring the relevant school 

office before 9am leaving your child’s name. their class or teacher, your name and relationship to the 

child and the reason for their absence.  

Legally we have to have reasons for all absences and make sure all children are accounted for. If we have 

not had a reason by 9am, we then have to start calling all numbers on the contacts lists to make sure we 

know where the child is and they are safe. If we still cannot find this out, then we will call the police for a 

welfare check or may have to come to the home. Obviously, school staff are very busy, and time spent 

having to do this is time not spent with the children who need us.  

Our prime duty is to ensure we know where every child is, so thank you for your support in ringing in and 

letting us know before 9am.  

 

Contact and Medical Details   

If you have changed any of the contact or medical details for your child, including your name, those 

living at home or contact phone numbers and addresses please let us know as soon as possible. We also 

need to know if you change a mobile number or email address, as we send out many important messages by 

text and email. Don’t miss out – update us today.  

If any adults have moved into the family home, such as a new partner, safeguarding guidelines say that 

we should have an up to date list of the names of all adults living in the family home, so please let us know 

if this changes.  

If your child has Asthma, you should have received Asthma care plan forms for you to complete and 

return to your child’s school office. These forms are important because they enable us to manage your 

child’s condition appropriately in school. If you haven’t received these and your child has asthma, please 

do let us know.  



   
 

Please remember if your child needs a different diet e.g. a dairy free or gluten free diet, you need to 

come and see us to organise this. We need the medical letters from the hospital or dietician in order to 

be able to organise this for you as these are the rules of the catering companies. 

The data collection sheets have been sent out, but we do not have all of them back so please do check 

you have returned yours so we have everything we need to contact you and keep your child safe.  

 

Reward and Celebration Systems  

We have systems in place so children have relevant rewards. We hope this will work well in relation to the 

age of the children. The systems are now outlined below and there are a whole range of rewards 

throughout the year for individuals and groups.  

 Green, gold, red smiley faces (traffic lights) in class.  All children start the day on green and in 

order to help them to manage their own behaviour we move them to orange for a warning and red 

if there has been an unacceptable behaviour incident. They can then move back to green through 

good behaviour/work/listening. This supports the children well and some parents have even used 

this at home!  

 Class dojo is an online reward system that we use across the federation. Dojo is used to award 

instant points to children when they behave well and show a positive attitude to their learning. You 

will have received a log in to access Class Dojo at home, and we hope that this will allow you to be 

more involved with your child’s learning. The top two dojo points earners each week will be on the 

gold face plus a ‘teacher’s choice’ of someone who has earnt the gold face place that week. A dojo 

certificate will be given to those children.  

Please do not use the dojo to send in messages to your class teacher as this is not how we are 

using the system. We are using it currently just to upload the reward points. If you have a 

message for the school or the teacher, please do tell us in the usual ways so we do not lose any 

messages. 

 Stickers. Sometimes an instant reward works well so staff will give out stickers as they see 

appropriate on a daily basis.  

 Special person – we will continue celebrating a child with compliments every day in the Infant 

School. In the Junior School the children are PATHS pupil of the day and they also have a 

compliments slip.  

 Celebration assembly – On a Thursday children are invited to share a celebration in assembly 

related to out of school celebrations or things that have made staff proud that they have seen in 

school. If your child wins a medal or a competition or has a special event at home, let us know so 

we can celebrate it. If you have a photograph of them achieving something special outside of 

school, please send that in for the board too.  

 Headteacher certificates & stickers will be reserved for extra special achievements!  

 Attendance certificates will still be given termly. 

 My Maths and Rock Stars awards and celebrations also take place at the juniors. TT rockstars will 

begin for Year 2 children also this term!  

 Accelerated reader awards will also be given, including a ‘word millionaire’ once children have read 

a million words! (Don’t worry – accelerated reader will tell them when they have done this – they 

don’t have to count them all!)  

As with all rewards they are not a competition between children. We teach the children to be pleased 

when someone else is praised, celebrated or rewarded and they are very good at this. They motivate each 

other and celebrate the successes of others, and this makes us very proud of them. 

 

School Lunches 

All children at the Infant school are entitled to a universal infant free school meal.  

School meals at the Junior school have to be paid for, unless your child is entitled to free school meals. If 

you think you may be entitled to free school meals please come and ask the office or check the website 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals.  

If your child is having a lunch and they are NOT entitled to free school meals then they have to be paid 

for in advance. We are really appreciative of the majority of parents who do pay these in advance, but 

unfortunately we still have a few who do not.  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals


   
 

Time spent chasing parents/carers for lunch money is yet again time we could be spending doing things 

for the children. They do need to be paid for and you can load your account in advance, and if you have 

problems logging in you can ring the office and make a payment over the phone using your bank card or 

come in and do the same.  

If you do forget, then a reminder is sent via text, twice a day.  

In some schools, if children have not paid they do not get a lunch, or some schools give a basic sandwich 

and an apple, which still has to be paid for.  

Please ensure you pay for lunches in advance or we will contact to ask you to bring in a lunch for your 

child. This money has to be paid to the catering company and if there are arrears then these will be 

followed up.  

 

PE reminders  

Remember that children must have their earrings removed for PE.  Please remove them at home as we are 

not allowed to remove them at school. We do not allow tape to be used as there is still a risk with this. 

We have made the decision ear rings must be removed.  Please do not have your child’s ears pierced 

during term time.   

Do remember that long hair must be tied back for all PE sessions. 

PE days are on the website in the curriculum newsletters.  

 

Website 

As a federation we have one single website, which will be found at www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk  

Please do keep checking the website as we are always adding exciting photos and information about what 

our children have been up to. You can also find information about the curriculum, modified newsletters 

and safeguarding information and advice so please do take a look. There is a ‘latest news’ tab on it, and 

this will show you the latest additions to the site so you don’t have to trawl through it.  

Home learning is always on the website and curriculum information, containing home learning information, 

is also emailed home.  

 

Exciting Events on the website so Far!  

Year 6 Greek day - https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/09/year-6-greek-day-2019/  

Year 4 Roman day - https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/09/year-4-roman-day-autumn-1-2019/  

First day in Reception - https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/09/our-first-day-in-reception-2/  

 

More will follow as we have children already going out on Sports’ trips, such as the active Kids festival. 

We also have a visiting author, James Campbell, coming in this week for Years 1-6.  

 

Awards 

This term already we have had three awards!  

Mrs Chapman, one of our teachers and PE lead, has been awarded the Level 4 Certificate in Leadership 

and Management in Primary PE. This rigorous award highlights her skills and commitment to ensuring high 

quality PE.  The letter she received highlights ' It is my strong belief that if every primary school had a 

PE leader who was as knowledgeable and passionate about PE as you then this would be a very fitting 

legacy from the PE Premium and far more of our pupils would be getting High Quality Physical 

Education.' Congratulations to Mrs Chapman on this success and we know this will continue to benefit our 

children's experience in PE. 

 

We also have an award from Legacy PE that demonstrates our commitment to creating positive 

relationships with physical activity for life.  

 

Mrs Chapman and Mrs Rathi have been working exceptionally hard on developing PE for all of our children, 

and we have already had sporting events this term, with many more to look forward to. it is our ambition 

that all children who wish to will access at least one of these whilst with us. 

 

 

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/
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https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/09/our-first-day-in-reception-2/


   
 

Bikes, Scooters etc  

Just a reminder that if your child brings a bike or scooter etc to school, we are not responsible for any 

loss or damage.  

The bike sheds are not secured. Please do not let your child bring a bike or scooter if you cannot accept 

responsibility for this.  

Bikes and scooters should not be ridden anywhere on the school sites.  

 

Please could all parents/carers talk to their children if they ride bikes or scooters home from school. A 

parent has informed us that recently she was walking home with her child & 2 Junior boys were on their 

scooters behind her.  They got so close that the wheel actually caught her ankle, they scooted past & the 

stunt peg also caught her ankle & her pushchair.  There was no apology from either boy.  It was very 

dangerous for the 2 boys as they almost fell off the curb into the path of oncoming traffic.  The boys 

were on their own with no cycle helmet.  This is not the first time she has experienced this & has also 

witnessed other dangerous incidents at the zebra crossing at both the Co-Op & the Vauxhall garage. 

Evidently we talk to our children about being safe on the roads, but we can't follow them home. 

Please speak to your children about being safe and thoughtful to others and if you have any concerns 

about their ability to do this, do not let them ride scooters or bikes to and from school.  

 

School Trips and Payments 

As you may have heard in the news, school funding in the UK has been cut significantly by the 

Government. We have lost around £400 per pupil in real terms which has a significant impact on our 

schools. We are working hard to ensure we maintain staffing and resources, so we can do all of the things 

we currently do, but we are having to be even more careful about all funding and spending decisions. Many 

schools have made lots of staff redundancies, meaning all additional support and activities have been cut, 

but we are working hard to ensure we do not have to do this.  

We try to only ever ask parents/carers for money for trips and not in school activities, like the author 

visits, Greek days, special visitors, even though there is a cost to the school. Some schools charge 

parents/carers when visitors come into school, but we provide this free for everyone.  

Unfortunately, we will not be able to run trips if we do not receive payments from everyone, and this 

year there is a real possibility we will have to cancel trips if everyone does not pay as we do not have the 

funds to pay for them. We try to ensure we keep costs as low as possible when choosing our visits and 

give plenty of notice, and we always allow payment in instalments if that helps. We usually try to manage 

two trips per school year for each child at a reasonable cost.  

We do hope we can rely on your support and if you would like to pay in instalments then please do ask.  

Thank you for your support. It is much appreciated.  

 

Parent Support Adviser 

Just a reminder that Alison Thompson, our parent support adviser, is available on all day on Mondays and 

Tuesdays and Friday mornings for help and advice. she can help with a range of concerns or questions, 

from bedtimes and sleep problems, to supporting children and families who have suffered from domestic 

violence. You can email her on athompson@toftwood-jun.co.uk but please remember she works part time 

so may not see the email immediately, and does not check these in non-working times. There is more 

information on our website: https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/parents/family-support/  

Mrs Thompson and Mrs Feeke are also both trained domestic abuse champions, so if you have any worries 

or concerns about this, then you can make an appointment to speak to them confidentially about this, and 

you do not have to share reasons with anyone else who may make the appointment for you. 

 

Keeping up with the children course 

It is lovely to see parents and carers joining us for our free course on Literacy and how to support their 

child. The course takes place on a Wednesday morning from 9.15 am – 11.15 am for the next 3 weeks. We 

hope to run more courses in the future so please look out for information on these.  

 

 

 

https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/parents/family-support/


   
 

SDIP 

This year we are ensuring we keep moving forwards with our new curriculum, and also looking at other 

ways we can continue to improve further. this information has been emailed but can also be found in a 

parent friendly version on our website: 

https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/our-schools/school-improvement-and-development/  

 

We also have some key policies that have been updated, including the safeguarding and child protection 

policy and these can also be found on our website.  

 

 
Joanna Pedlow 

 

 

Diary Dates  
 

October 
Tuesday 1st   Y2 trip  

Wednesday 2nd   Accelerated reader workshop at Juniors 9.15 am 

Friday 4th   Y1 Trip 

Tuesday 8th (8am)  Federation sibling photos 

Tuesday 8th    Individual photos for Y5/Y6 and Junior school siblings 

Wednesday 9th    Individual photos for Y3/Y4 

Thursday 10th   World Mental Health Day 

Friday 11th   KS1 Maths Workshop 9.15 am 

Friday 11th    Flu immunisations for YR-Y2 

Wednesday 16th    Y2 Medieval Day and Banquet  

Wednesday 16th    Open afternoon for Junior School Only 

Thursday 17th    Y1 Harvest Afternoon 

Friday 18th   Y2 Harvest Afternoon 

Friday 18th    Federation finishes for Half Term – Infants 3.15pm Juniors 3.25pm 

Monday 28th    Federation back to school 8.45am 

Monday 28th   Flu immunisation for Y3-Y6 

Wednesday 30th (9.15am)  New parent tours for Y3  

Wednesday 30th (10am)  New parent tours for Reception  

November  
Monday 4th    Parent consultation bookings opens at 7pm  

Friday 8th    STEM day for Federation – parents welcome from 2.45pm 

Tuesday 12th    Autumn Term report cards to go home 

Tuesday 12th (2.30pm – 3pm) Parent session for Y6 Thorpe Woodlands Residential Trip  

Monday 18th (9.15am)  New parent tours for Reception  

Monday 18th (10.30am)  New parent tours for Y3  

Tuesday 19th (9.30am – 11.30am) Preschool activity morning 

Tuesday 19th (4pm – 7pm)  Federation Parent Consultations 

Thursday 28th (4pm – 7pm) Federation Parent Consultations 

December 
Wednesday 4th (9.30am)  Christmas Performance for parents ET1/CC2 (no younger siblings) 

Thursday 5th (9.30am)  Christmas Performance for parents DC1/KP2 (no younger siblings) 

Friday 6th (9.30am)  Christmas Performance for parents RS1/KT2 (no younger siblings) 

Monday 9th   YR children Christmas Activity afternoon 

Tuesday 10th   Y3 children Christmas Party during school hours 

Wednesday 11th   Infant School Christmas Lunch  

Thursday 12th   Junior School Christmas Lunch  

Thursday 12th   Y2 children Christmas Party during school hours 

Friday 13th   Y2 Trip  

Friday 13th   Y1/Y4/Y5 children Christmas Party during school hours 

Monday 16th    YR/Y6 children Christmas Party during school hours 

Wednesday 18th   Christmas Assembly at Infants (children only)   

https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/our-schools/school-improvement-and-development/


   
 
Wednesday 18th    Christmas Assembly at Juniors (children only) 

Wednesday 18th   Movie afternoon for all children  

Wednesday 18th  Federation finishes for Christmas Holiday – Infants 3.15pm Juniors 3.25pm 

 

Dates are correct at the time of the newsletter going home! If they have to change we will let you 

know as soon as possible. 

 


