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English
During Whole Class Reading, we will be looking at a variety of genres. The children 
will continue to develop their narrative and non-fiction writing on the themes of 
fantasy stories, digestion and nonsense poetry. Our grammar focus areas for this 
half term will be fronted adverbials, expanded noun phrases and possessive 
apostrophes.

Here is some further information to explain fronted adverbials, expanded noun 
phrases and possessive apostrophes:
Grammar focus Example sentence with focus area highlighted
Fronted Adverbials At sunrise, the birds fluttered through the forest.

Loudly, the gladiators strode into the arena.
In the classroom, the children changed quickly for 
P.E.

Expanded noun phrase The sharp, pointy incisors which ripped through the 
juicy meat.

Apostrophes for 
possession (singular and 
plural)

The ancient wizard’s star-spangled hat blew away in 
the wind.
The ancient wizards’ star-spangled hats blew away 
in the wind

This term we will be sending home a list of the statutory Year 3 and 4 spellings.  
The words from this list that require additional focus will be highlighted and 
placed in the home learning books.  These will not be tested weekly but the 
expectation is that the children will learn these and incorporate them into their 
work.  We will be re-assessing these words towards the end of the term to 
monitor progress in securing these statutory spellings. Our spelling focus will 
change every two weeks. It is vital that your child practises these as often as 
possible until they spell them correctly in their independent writing. Please 
continue to read regularly with your child at home and remind them to bring their 
accelerated reading book to school every day. 

The library is available for changing books before school 8.30 – 9.00, at 
lunchtimes 12.30 – 1.00 and after school 3.25 – 4.00. Children wishing to change 
their books during the lunch break put their book into the class box in the 
morning. Please ensure your child’s reading record is in school every day. It will 
be checked on Mondays.
Only children are able to enter the school for before and after school library use 
and we ask that the Year 3 door is used for this.

Mathematics



In Maths, we will be focussing on place value, addition and subtraction.
Your child will be focussing on the following objectives:

∑ Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000.
∑ Find 1000 more or less than a given number.
∑ Recognise the place value of each digit in a four digit number (thousands, 

hundreds, tens and ones)
∑ Order and compare numbers beyond 1000
∑ Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000
∑ Solve number and practical problems 
∑ Count backwards through zero to include negative numbers. 

Please support your child and their maths learning through the use of My Maths 
and Rock Star Timestables. It is important that the children complete MyMaths
tasks independently as we need to know what they can complete on their own. 
There are other areas of MyMaths where they can work alongside you, such as 
games and lessons. There will be opportunities for anyone who is not able to 
complete their maths homework at home to do so in school and lunchtime.

Science
This term our Science lessons will focus on changing states of matter including: 
comparing and grouping materials based on their properties. The children will be 
working scientifically, make careful observations and justifying their answers. 
They will be investigating what happens when materials are heated or cooled and 
making predictions. 
Please explore this at home, asking questions such as 

∑ What do you think will happen?
∑ Why do you think that happened? 
∑ What would happen if we changed this part of the experiment? 

History
Our work will focus on the structure and rise of the Roman Empire, Celtic Britain 
pre-Roman invasion, and the life of a Roman soldier. We will also be enjoying an 
educational and fascinating Roman day with our Roman visitor: Vulpus.

Design and Technology 
The children will be investigating how strong and stable structures can be 
created.  They will be using their findings to construct their own cake stands.

Art



The children will be investigating how to create their own collage. They will be 
overlapping material and developing a piece of work using their knowledge of the 
Romans to inspire this.

P.E.
In P.E. this half term, the children will be taking part in Real P.E, which promotes 
the learning of basic skills and ensures P.E is fun, exciting and challenging and 
Real Gym for LJ4 and TH4.  Each half term there will be some challenges. This 
half term these include floor movement patterns and co-ordination. Ask your child 
what challenge they are working on and help them practice it at home.
CS4 will be participating in the swimming programme. 

P.E. days are as follows:
Miss Jacobs Wednesday and Thursday
Mrs Traferri Monday and Friday
Miss Skinner Monday and Thursday
Please ensure your child brings their P.E. kit in on a Monday and takes it home 
every Friday.  Ear-rings must be removed for P.E. and long hair must be tied back. 

R.E.
In RE, the children will be learning about Hinduism and Humanism. We will be 
discussing the big question ‘Is life a journey and does it ever end?’ You could ask 
your child for their ideas on this at home and ask them to explain their thinking 
and their reasons. 

Music.
We will be using the online resource Charanga to teach our music lessons. Our 
theme this half term is ‘Mamma Mia’. The children will listen to a variety of 
classical music, give their opinion and answer questions about what they listen to 
and learn different songs.  In addition, we will be exploring the classical era to 
extend our knowledge of the musical genres.  Have a go at listening to 
Beethoven and Mozart and let the teaching staff know what you prefer.

Computing
Children will be focussing on e-safety and improving their keyboard skills. The 
children will learn how to send an email through the secure Purple Mash 
programme. We use a child friendly search engine called ‘Kiddle’ which filters 
content to be suitable for the children. We also have software that will highlight 
any unsuitable search items and can track this to each child’s individual log in. 

Website



If you have a computer connected to the internet, you may wish to visit our 
website.  
The address is: www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk

Online safety tips 
Please share these with your child if they are accessing the internet

∑ Always ask a grown up before you use the internet.
∑ Don’t tell strangers where you live, your phone number or where you go to 

school. Only your friends and family need to know this.

PSHE and PATHS
In Paths the children will be looking at the following:

∑ reflecting on and celebrating their achievements, identifying their 
strengths and areas for improvement, setting high aspirations and goals 

∑ deepening their understanding of good and not so good feelings, to extend 
their vocabulary to enable them to explain both the range and intensity of 
their feelings to others 

∑ recognising that they may experience conflicting emotions and when they 
might need to listen to, or overcome these 

∑ about change, including transitions (between key stages and schools), loss, 
separation, divorce and bereavement.

MFL 
We are continuing to learn Spanish. This half term the children will be 
consolidating our learning from Year 3 and developing our use of Spanish to 
translate familiar stories.

Home Learning
We continue to ask that you support your child and their learning at home. We 
also appreciate that children have other interests and hobbies outside of school 
and family time is precious. To support your child, we will have our core set of 
homework for all children on MyMaths, Rock Star Times tables, spellings and 
reading, and there will be optional creative home learning for those children that 
wish to complete it. Please note, that Year 4 will have a new Government 
Multiplication check at the end of the year.  They are required to know their 
times tables up to and including 12 times table.  Encourage your child to pass this 
mandatory, nationwide test.

MyMaths
There is an expectation that children will complete set homework tasks within 
the allocated time given. The date MyMaths work is due is shared on the MyMaths 
site. 

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/


Reading
To support your child with becoming a confident reader we would like each child 
to read to an adult at least three times every week. Please also ensure you are 
asking those questions to develop your child’s skills and abilities as a reader. 
Please write a note in your child’s reading record, which will be checked by their 
teacher every Monday for the previous week. Please ensure reading records are 
in school every day. Children who have read at home will be awarded dojo points: 
one point for reading three times, two points for reading five times and three 
points for reading seven times. 

Spellings
Each child has a list of statutory spellings they need to practise at home. Please 
support your child as they learn these. Writing these words accurately in a 
sentence moves their learning forwards as being able to use the spellings in their 
work is very important. Any help you can give your child with their spellings will 
be a great help.

Optional Home Learning
There will also be optional extra homework linked to Romans.  This should be 
submitted by Monday 28th October. Children will be awarded dojo points for any 
additional home learning they complete. 



Optional Home Learning Tasks
Research and create a Roman shield. Write a set of instructions to explain how 
you made it.
Create a game involving Roman Numerals. Play it with a member/ members of 
your family. 
Write a diary entry or story based on the wonderful Roman Day we had. 

Remember, you don’t have to complete the tasks all at once, you can begin your 
project as soon as you like and just keep adding to it throughout the half term 
before you hand in your finished project. 


