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English
We will be reading Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo as a whole class guided 
reader focusing on vocabulary, inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval and 
summarising skills. The children will write a job advert and a persuasive letter in 
reply to the advert, a science fiction story and poetry. Some of the English will 
be themed around other curriculum areas. This half term, our spellings will focus
on embedding previous learning as well as looking at new spelling rules.

Mathematics
In maths, we will be working on number and place value followed by addition and 
subtraction.
Your child will be focussing on the following objectives:

∑ read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 1 000 000 and 
determine the value of each digit

∑ count forwards or backwards in steps of powers of 10 for any given 
number up to 1 000 000

∑ interpret negative numbers in context, count forwards and backwards 
with positive and negative whole numbers, including through zero

∑ round any number up to 1 000 000 to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10 000 
and 100 000

∑ solve number problems and practical problems that involve all of the 
above.

∑ add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits, including using 
formal written methods (columnar addition and subtraction)

∑ add and subtract numbers mentally with increasingly large numbers use 
rounding to check answers to calculations and determine, in the context 
of a problem, levels of accuracy

∑ solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding 
which operations and methods to use and why.

Please support your child and their maths learning through the use of MyMaths 
and Times Tables Rockstars. It is important that the children complete MyMaths 
Tasks independently as we need to know what they can complete on their own. 
There are other areas of MyMaths where they can work alongside you, such as 
Games. DoJos will be given for their efforts.

Science
We will be teaching the children about Earth and Space. The children will be 
working scientifically, making careful observations and justifying their answers. 
They will be investigating day and night, learning about the planets and 
investigating shadows.



Please explore this at home, asking questions such as 

∑ What do you think will happen?
∑ Why do you think that happened? 
∑ What would happen if we changed this part of the experiment? 

Any additional work on this at home will help develop their scientific 
understanding, so please do let us know of any additional research or 
investigations your child carries out at home. 

Geography
Our work will focus on physical and human geography. We will look earthquakes, 
especially in South America. This will include understanding plate tectonics, how 
earthquakes are measured, preparation and plans in the aftermath of an 
earthquake.

Art
The children will be investigating using light and shadow to produce pictures of 
planets and colour mixing. Children will consider and discuss different media and 
techniques and why they have made choices in their work. If your child enjoys 
art, they can practise these skills at home and we can share their art work or you 
can send us in a picture of it. 

P.E.
In P.E. this half term, the children will be improving their balancing skills, jumping, 
rolling, taking weight on their hands and developing sequences in gymnastics.  They 
will also be taking part in Real P.E, which promotes the learning of basic skills and 
ensures P.E is fun, exciting and challenging. Each half term there will be some 
challenges. The challenges this term focus on ball skills and reactions. Ask your 
child what challenge they are working on and help them practice it at home. 

PE days are as follows:
Mrs Rathi Monday and Tuesday
Mrs Lee                                                Wednesday and Thursday
Mr Jacklin Monday and Tuesday

Please ensure your child brings their PE kit in on a Monday and takes it home on a 
Friday to be washed if required. Ear rings should be removed for PE. 

R.E.
In RE, we will look at whether one person can change the world and the lives of 
Nelson Mandela and Gandhi. Ask your child what they know about these people 



and what they think would be different if these people had not been born. This 
skill is useful to transfer to other areas of our learning also, for example being 
able to think about something and share our ideas and reasoning can be part of 
the extended writing process. It will link to the ideals of Hinduism.

MFL 
This half term the children will be recapping on their knowledge from Years 3
and 4 with a focus on counting to 1000 and telling the time. If your Spanish 
knowledge enables you to support with this at home, please do work on this. 

Music
We will be using the online resource Charanga to teach our music lessons. Our 
focus this half term is ‘Living on a Prayer’. The children will also listen to a variety 
of classical music, give their opinion and answer questions about what they listen 
to and learn different songs.
If you listen to music in the car or at home, then challenge your child to give their 
opinion on a piece of music or a favourite piece of music.

Computing
This half term, the children will receive their logins for our class blog. They will 
learn to use the blog safely, write a blog post, comment on a blog post and use 
forms on the blog. They will also be using a range of other websites and apps to 
create content for our class blog. Once our blog is up and running, please leave 
comments and share with as many people as possible as this will have a positive 
impact on the work the children are doing in school.
We use a child friendly search engine called ‘Kiddle’ which filters content to be 
suitable for the children. We also have software that will highlight any 
unsuitable search items and can track this to each child’s individual log in.
Website

If you have a computer connected to the internet, you may wish to visit our
website.  The address is: www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk

We will also cover online safety termly.
Online safety tips – Please share these with your child if they are accessing the 
internet

∑ Always ask a grown up before you use the internet
∑ Don’t tell strangers where you live, your phone number or where you go to 

school. Only your friends and family need to know this.

PATHS
This half term we will be thinking about how we can become excellent learners, 
focusing on co-operating, listening and the ‘Golden Rules’. We will discuss why we 

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/


have rules and how these help us to stay safe and how they make sure we can all 
be happy and learn in our school.  Please remind your child that these golden 
rules are always followed in our school. 

Home Learning
MyMaths
A MyMaths task will be set every Friday. This will link to the learning that has 
happened in class that week. Please support your child to complete this homework. 
– if your child can’t remember their login, please ask their class teacher. Dojos 
will be given to children that complete their homework.

Times tables
The children have access to Times Tables Rockstars to practice these skills.

∑ Get your child to make ‘sticks’ of numbers; for example, if they are learning 
their 3x table, they will need to make a stick of 3, one of 6, 9, 12 and so 
on. They can then point at the correct stick as they count up in threes. 
Seeing the numbers as visual quantities will help to embed the correct 
sequence in their minds.

∑ Playing games is also a useful method. You could write each times table on 
a piece of card and have the answer separately. The children will then need 
to match these up. Once they are more confident, time them with a 
stopwatch. See if they can try to beat their own record each time they do 
it!

Reading
Please continue to read regularly with your child at home. Your child is expected 
to read at least 2 times a week. We would also like an adult to sign the reading 
record at least once a week to show that the child has read with an adult and also 
talked about what they have read. Please ensure your child brings their reading 
book and reading record to school. The library is available for changing books 
before school 8.30 – 9.00 and after school 3.30 – 4.00. Children who are not 
reading regularly at home, will be asked to catch up at lunchtime.

Spelling
Please help your child to learn the words on the years 3 and 4 spelling list as well 
as the years 5 and 6 spelling list. These spellings are included at the back of this 
document. Your child will be tested on these words each term to check their 
progress.



Optional Home Learning
There will also be optional extra homework that can be completed at any point 
each half term. These must be handed in by Monday 14th October for this half 
term. Children will be awarded dojo points for any additional home learning they 
complete, but please remember it is optional.
Suggestions include: 

∑ practising Roman Numerals when you are out and about i.e. clock faces, 
sundials etc.

∑ try researching earthquake activity around the world.
∑ look at Newsround for news events about earthquakes etc.
∑ Write about something that interests you and post it on the class blog.
∑ Have a look at adverts in newspapers and magazines.

If you have any further questions or would like more information about ways to 
help your child, please see their class teacher.




