
Toftwood Infant and Junior School Federation
Information for Parents/Carers

With this ‘information for parents/carers’ booklet, you will find a plan to show 
the big picture of the work Year One children will be doing in Spring 1.  Please 

share this with your child before the half term starts.  Try to get your child to 
answer a few of the questions each day.

Spring 1
2020

Year One 



Literacy
We will be reading information and story books linked to our topic, Weather Experts.   
We will be learning to read and spell words with split digraphs e-e, (as in these, even) 
i_e, (as in bike, time) o_e, (as in rope,note) u_e (as in rule, tube) and the ph sound.  We 
shall also be building our sight vocabulary and learning to spell common tricky words. 
We will be developing dictionary skills and reinforcing alphabetical order, capital 
letters and names of letters.
Please continue to read regularly with your child at home and to write a comment in 
their reading record book. It is also helpful if your child brings in their reading diary 
every day as at some point the teacher will check these. 

Library
Mrs Chapman – Tuesday
Miss Thomas - Wednesday
Mrs Sutterby/Mrs Reeve – Thursday

Mathematics
We are learning to count in tens, fives and twos and recognising odd and even numbers. 
We will be learning about money, the names of coins and notes and exploring the value 
of what each of these is worth. We will be finding out about 3D shapes and how to 
describe these using the appropriate language of edges, vertices and faces. We will be 
talking about positional language and direction. We will continue working on solving 
problems with counting, addition and subtraction to 20 and solving word problems.

Science
The children will be developing their observational, scientific enquiry skills by 
conducting experiments. We will be learning about a variety of weather and recording 
the weather each day. We will be conducting experiments about rain and extreme 
weather. We will also be investigating the quickest way to melt ice. 

P.E.
Through the Real PE scheme children focus on learning fundamental PE skills through 
story. This term the children will be practising their balancing skills and moving safely 
in different directions through the stories ‘Tilly the train’s big day’ and ‘Thembi walks 
the tightrope’. We will also be continuing with real Gym and will learn about making 
shapes with our bodies on the floor and apparatus. 
The children will be doing some sort of P.E. most days, either a P.E. lesson, adventure 
playground or lunchtime activity. Therefore it is important that their P.E. kit stays in 
school all week. 

Please remember that all earrings must be removed before the children come to 
school and long hair must be tied back.  Please check your child has the correct 
sized plimsolls or trainers for PE.

PE days
Mrs Chapman – Tuesday and Thursday
Miss Thomas – Monday and Friday



Mrs Sutterby/Mrs Reeve – Monday and Thursday

R.E.
We are looking at the Jewish way of life including the festival of Purim, and discussing 
how their beliefs are different to ours.

These are the skills the children will be focusing on during RE:
Can they explore a range of celebrations, worship and rituals? 
Can they begin to use a range of religious words and phrases?
Can they identify religious symbols?  
Do they know about religious texts? 
Can they explore how religious beliefs and ideas, and those of worldviews, can be 
expressed through the creative and expressive arts and communicate their responses?
Can they ask questions and respond imaginatively to puzzling questions, communicating 
their ideas?
Can they reflect on how spiritual and moral values relate to their own behaviour 
particularly those concerned with right and wrong, justice and injustice?

Music
This half term we will be exploring rhythm patterns and will begin to explore creating 
our own rhythm patterns with words and music. 

These are the skills the children will be focusing on during music:
Can they use their voice to speak/sing/chant? 
Do they join in with singing?
Can they clap short rhythmic patterns?
Can they respondto musical indications about when to play or sing?
Can they respond musically with increasing accuracy to a call (high/low, loud/soft,
fast/slow)andkeepa steady pulse?
Can they make a range of sounds with their voice?
Cantheyrepeat(short rhythmicand melodic) patterns?
Can they form an opinion to express how 
Can they tell the difference between a fast and slow tempo, loud and quiet, and high and 
lowsounds?
Can they respond to different moods in music and say how a piece of music makes them
feel?

Topic
Our topic for this half term will be Weather Experts.  We will be learning about our 
local environment and comparing it to hot and cold climates.  We will be thinking about 
the weather in our locality and comparing it to others. We will also be looking at maps 
and learning what some of the symbols mean. 

These are the skills the children will be focusing on during their topic work:
Can recount personal historyandeventsor changes that have happened? 
Can they recognise that story may have happened a long timeago? 
Can they ask relevant questionsusingarangeof artefacts/ photographs provided?
Cantheyanswerquestions using different resources, suchasbooks,theinternet and 
atlases/maps? 



Can they think of a few relevantquestionstoask about alocality?
Cantheyanswerquestions appropriately about topics, such as the weather, climate and 
locations? 
Can they make plausible predictions about their geographical learning,e.g. the weather? 
Can they explainwhat they are making?
Can they select appropriate resources and tools?
Cantheyexplainwhichtools are they usingand why?
Can they use toolssafely?
Can they arrange piecesof the construction before building?
Cantheycutmaterialsusingscissors?
Can they interpret an object through painting?
Do they have an understanding of basic colour theory?
Can they use a simple painting program to create a picture?
Can they recognise the differenttools andhow to use them?

change their picture?

PSHE and Citizenship
In PATHS circle time this half term we will be focusing on feelings.  We will be 
encouraging the children to take part in discussions around this theme with individuals, 
groups and the whole class. The children will also explore their own feelings and how to 
recognise and manage them appropriately.

Computing
We will be using the internet to research the weather in different countries. Also we 
will be creating our own algorithms, using my maths and learning how to stay internet 
safe.   
Each half term we look at the following skills in Computing:

∑ To understand what algorithms are; how they are implemented as programs on 
digital devices; and that programs execute by following precise and unambiguous 
instructions

∑ To create and debug simple programs
∑ To use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple programs
∑ To use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and 

retrieve digital content
∑ To recognise common uses of information technology beyond school use 

technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private; 
identify where to go for help and support when they have concerns about 
content or contact on the internet or other online technologies

Online safety tips – Please share these with your child if they are accessing the 
internet
Don’t send personal information or pictures to people you don’t know, you don’t want 
strangers looking at photos of you or your family.
Turn off the monitor, then tell a grown up if you feel scared or unhappy about anything.
Website
If you have a computer connected to the internet, you may wish to visit our website.  
The address is: www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk . We will be updating the ‘children’ 

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/


section of the website with pictures of events during Year 1. Our website also contains 
lots of useful information, so please do take a look.
For useful Literacy and Maths games see:   www.ictgames.com and 
www.topmarks.com For Phonics games see: http://www.letters-and-sounds.com, 
www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Year 1 Home learning
Weather Experts

Spring 1

Hand out 
date

Hand in date Task

8th January 13th January I can find out about different types of 
weather.

15th January 20th January I can create a weather picture. 

22nd January 27th January I can create an item of waterproof clothing 
that will keep a toy dry.

29th January 3rd February I can find out about hot and cold climates.

5th February 10th February I can record the weather I observe. 

You could……Make a leaflet Make a model

Take some photos Visit the library

Make a video of you creating your space rocket

Or just have some amazing, creative ideas of your own!
Remember – be the best learner you can be!

To help your child at home please also hear them read at 
least three times a week, share stories and books and ask 

questions about them.
Thank you for your support.

http://www.ictgames.com/
http://www.topmarks.com/
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


Spring Term 1 Spellings home learning Year 1
These are the words we will be learning each week. It would be useful if you could 

practise the spellings of these words together with your child.
Your child could also write a sentence with one of the words in.

Week 1 
e-e theme even these athlete complete
tricky words they there

Week 2 
i-e bike time smile prize bridesmaid
tricky words like have

Week 3 
o-e bone nose home globe tadpole
tricky words live give

Week 4 
u-e cube tune used excuse useless
tricky words little down

Week 5 
ph phone phrase phonics graph
tricky words what when


