
 

Toftwood Infant and Junior School 

Federation 

Information for Parents/Carers 

 
With this ‘information for parents/carers’ booklet, you will 

find a plan to show the big picture of the work Year Two 

children will be doing in Spring 1.  Please share this with 

your child.  Try to get your child to answer a few of the 

questions each day. 
 

 

 

 

 

Spring 1 2020 

 

Year Two 

 
 

 

 



Year 2 

Literacy 

This half-term, we will be writing for different purposes, using our knowledge 

from our new topic Air, Land and Sea. We will also be using video clips as a stimulus 

for our writing. Our focus will be to extend sentences using conjunctions, use a 

variety of punctuation and continue to learn how to spell common words. If you 

would like a list of tricky and common words to practise at home, please ask your 

child’s teacher. 

You can help at home by: 

• Extending the range of books that your child reads by introducing them to 

non-fiction as well as fiction books. This can also include recipes, instructions, 

shopping lists, leaflets and catalogues. 
• Asking your child questions about where the story is set, the characters 

involved or the plot and how this changes through the book.   
• Encouraging your child to read with expression. Look at text that is in speech 

marks and decide the tone of voice they need to use. (e.g. “What are you 

doing?” whispered Joe - this should be in a quiet voice.) 
• Asking your child to write the weekly spellings in sentences remembering 

punctuation and finger spaces. 
 

Teachers will check reading records once per week as follows: 

Mrs Thompson – Tuesday 

Mrs Ponder and Mrs Adams – Monday 

Miss Clarke – Monday 

Please make sure your child brings their reading record in to school on these days 

as if they have read three times they receive three dojos. 

 

Library days are as follows: 
Mrs Thompson – Monday 

Mrs Ponder and Mrs Adams – Tuesday  

Miss Clarke - Friday 

Please make sure that your child brings their library book in their named plastic 

folder (this will be provided) on their library day. 



Maths 

This half term we will be learning new methods for calculation and will be 

investigating problems to develop mathematical thinking and strategies. They 

will be encouraged to choose appropriate ways to solve ‘real life’ and money 

problems. The children will also be learning how to collect and interpret data 

and how to find halves and quarters of amounts and shapes. 

 

Science  
We will be sorting things that are living and things that have never been alive, 

and also discussing life cycles. We will find out about how eating a balanced diet 

can keep us healthy (eg lots of fruits, vegetables and carbohydrates, some 

proteins and dairy food, and a limited amount of foods made from fat and 

sugar). We will also be learning why taking regular exercise can keep us healthy. 

At home, please help your child to make healthy choices for their meals and 

encourage them to consider if they have a balanced diet. 

 

Foundation Subjects 

Through our topic of Air, Land and Sea includes we will explore lots of different 

curriculum areas. We will be learning about Lord Admiral Nelson as he is a local 

figure in history. We will sort animals based on their habitats and looking at the 

differences between animals that live on the land, those that fly in the air and 

those that live in the sea. The children will visit the pond area to recreate 

Water Lilies by Monet and learn about his life. 
 

These are the skills the children will be focusing on during history and 

geography this half term: 

Can they identify some ways that people have impacted upon our lives? 

Can they find out about a locality by using different sources of evidence?   e.g. 

photographs, films, maps, books, the internet. 

 

These are the skills the children will be focusing on during DT this half 

term: 

Can they generate ideas through comparing existing products? 

Can they choose the most appropriate tools and materials and explain their 

choices? 

Can they describe their design by using pictures, diagrams, and words? Can they 

join materials/ components together in different ways? 

Can they measure materials to use in a model or structure? 

Can they use joining, folding or rolling to make it stronger?  

Can they assess how well their product works? 

If they did it again, can they explain what they would improve? 



Can they build an image using fabrics?  

Can they create a large scale textile or sculpture piece through class 

collaboration? 
 

These are the skills the children will be focusing on during Art this half 

term: 

Can they mix paint to explore colour theory? 

Can they experiment with watercolour techniques to create different effects? 

Can they using bonding techniques to add parts onto their sculpture? 

 

RE 

We will be learning about the Jewish celebration of Shabbat. We are hoping to 

have an exciting visitor who will teach the children the traditions of the 

festival. 

 

Computing 

This half-term the children will be accessing the website, Purple Mash. They will 

be writing algorithms to make simple programs. This may be programming a bubble 

to pop, superheroes to fly and racing cars to move. The children will also make 

links to music where they will be writing musical scores about animals. 

 

These are the skills the children will be focusing on during computing this 

half term: 

Can they experiment with drawing tools, text, pictures and animation to create 

content (e.g. presentation, eBook)? 

Can they begin to evaluate websites and know that everything on the internet is 

not true? 

Can they predict the outcomes of a set of instructions?  

Can they program using sequences of instructions to implement an algorithm? 

Website 

If you have a computer connected to the internet, you may wish to visit our 

website.  The address is: www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk  

Online safety tips – Please share these with your child if they are accessing the 

internet 

Always ask a grown up before you use the internet 

Don’t tell strangers where you live, your phone number or where you go to 

school. Only your friends and family need to know this. 

 

 

 

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/


Music 

This half term we will be using the topic of Air, Land and Sea. We will be using a 

programme called ‘Charanga’. This allows the children to learn about different 

aspects of music using exciting activities and ICT. We will also be using Purple 

Mash to create musical scores.  

 

These are the skills the children will be focusing on during music this half 

term: 

Can they choose sounds to achieve an effect (including use of technology)? 

Can they create short, rhythmic patterns – sequences of long and short sounds? 

Are they selective in the control used on an instrument in order to create an 

intended effect? 

Can they listen carefully to recall short rhythmic patterns? 

Are they able to recognise and name different instruments by sight? 

 

P.E. 

We will be learning about the skills needed in gymnastics. We will be practising a 

variety of movements and then putting them together in a smooth sequence. 

Children will be taking part in a program called Real P.E. This hopes to promote 

the learning of basic skills and ensure P.E is fun, exciting and challenging. Each 

half term there will be some challenges that children can practise at home. 

 

PE days are as follows: 
Mrs Thompson – Monday and Thursday 

Mrs Ponder and Mrs Adams – Tuesday and Friday 

Miss Clarke – Monday and Wednesday 

 

PSHE and Citizenship 

In circle time this half term we will be focusing on using the PATHs programme 

to develop the children’s thinking strategies. We will be encouraging the children 

to take part in discussions with partners, groups and the whole class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 Home learning 

Air, Land and Sea Topic  

Spring 1 

 

Hand out 

date 

Hand in date Task 

8th Jan 13th Jan I can research about an animal that 

lives on the land or in the sea and 

share what I have found out. 

1th Jan 20th Jan I can find out what living things need 

to survive, eg. air, food, water and 

share what I have found out. 

22nd Jan 27th Jan I can find out about Admiral Nelson. 

29th Jan 3rd Feb I can research about a continent 

(Asia, Europe, Australasia, South 

America, North America, Africa, 

Antarctica) 

5th Feb 10th Feb Book Week – Create a book review 

for your favourite book. 

 
You could…  Make a diary    Make a model 

 

Take some photos   Visit the library 

 

Make a video of you creating your snack 

 

           Or just have some amazing, creative ideas of your own! 

      Remember – be the best learner you can be! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

To help your child at home please also hear them read at least three times a week, share stories and 

books and ask questions about them. 

 

Thank you for your support. 



Spring Term 1 Spellings home learning Year 2 

 
Week 1 - Week beginning 6th Jan 2020 

air chair hair pair stair hairbrush   

 half quarter eleven door floor poor  

Week 2 - Week beginning 13th Jan 2020 

ear dear year tear spear earrings   

 twelve thirteen fourteen because find kind  

Week 3 - Week beginning 20th Jan 2020 

igh right light high night fright   

 fifteen sixteen seventeen mind behind child  

Week 4 - Week beginning 27th Jan 2020 

ure secure pure cure picture    

 eighteen nineteen twenty children wild climb  

Week 5 – Week beginning 3rd Feb 2020 

a-e name shade plane snake flake   

 thirty forty most only both   

Week 6 – Week beginning 10th Feb 2020 - no sounds due to Book Week 

 
 


	Toftwood Infant and Junior School Federation
	Year 2
	You can help at home by:

	Maths
	This half term we will be learning new methods for calculation and will be investigating problems to develop mathematical thinking and strategies. They will be encouraged to choose appropriate ways to solve ‘real life’ and money problems. The children...
	Computing
	Website



