
Toftwood Infant School
Information for Parents/Carers

With this ‘information for parents/Carers’ booklet, you will find a plan to show 
the big picture of the work Reception children will be doing in Autumn 2.  Please 

share this with your child before the half term starts.  

Autumn 2 2019

Reception 



Language and Literacy Development
We will be continuing with lots of independent and supported writing this half 
term.  The children will be working with adults to write ‘scribed stories’ and we 
will be using our phonics skills for writing in our phonics lessons.  

Please continue the good work at home with sharing library books and hearing 
your child read. Your child can change their books when they are ready.

We will review the phonemes we have already learnt, and we will be learning x, y, 
v, w and z. We will also be learning to read the digraphs ng, ch, sh, th, qu, oo, ou, 
oi, ue, er, ar, oa, ie, ee, or.  

They will begin to learn how to blend sounds to read simple words. It would be 
helpful if at home you encouraged your child to recognise all the letter sounds 
and to encourage them to put the sounds together to hear words. 

Library
Children will continue to visit the school library and change their books on the 
following days:

Miss Tataryn – Wednesday
Miss Coombes – Thursday
Miss McTavish – Thursday

Mathematical Development
We will be continuing our maths work on a daily basis. We will introduce the 
concepts of addition and subtraction through practical activities, and will also 
begin learning about finding one more and one less. Additional work will include 
naming and describing both 2D and 3D shapes. You can help your child with this 
work by identifying and describing shapes in the environment. It would be helpful 
at home if you could encourage your child to learn the days of the week, and 
understand the sequence of the day e.g. get up, eat breakfast, clean teeth etc. 

R.E.
We will introduce the children to Diwali and the Nativity story, and children will 
take part in discussions and activities related to these. 
The skills being taught during our work will include:

∑ Can they talk about aspects of some stories which raise puzzling and 
interesting questions?

∑ Can they recognise simple religious beliefs or teachings?
∑ Can they recognise a number of religious words?



∑ Can they recognise aspects of their own experiences and feelings in 
religious stories and celebrations?

∑ Can they recognise there are both similarities and differences between 
their own lives and those of other children, including those from religious 
backgrounds?

Computing
We will be introducing some different topic related software to the children to 
go alongside out learning.  The children will also have opportunities to use more 
programmes on the class interactive screen.  We will be using some word and 
sound games in class to help the children improve reading skills through ICT 
resources.

Physical Development
Our PE focus will continue to be developing our motor control with different 
body parts.
The children will be doing some sort of P.E. everyday, either a P.E. lesson, yoga, 
adventure playground or lunchtime activity. Therefore it is important that their 
P.E. kit stays in school all week. Please also remember to leave a hairband in the 
PE bag for those with long hair to tie it back during P.E.  Please note for health 
and safety reasons children should have all jewellery including earrings removed 
for PE.

We continue to support the children to get changed for PE by themselves so 
please encourage your child to change themselves when they’re at home.  

The skills being taught during our work will include:

∑ Can children show good control and co-ordination in large and small 
movements?

∑ Can they move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space?

Expressive Arts and Design

We will be creating firework and bonfire pictures after Bonfire night, making 
Diva lamps, winter pictures and Christmas cards.
The skills being taught during our work will include:

∑ Can children safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function?

∑ Can children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original 
ways, thinking about uses and purposes?

∑ Can they represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design 
and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories?



∑ Can they explain what they are making?
∑ Can they select appropriate resources and tools?
∑ Can they explain which tools are they using and why?
∑ Can they use tools safely?
∑ Can they cut materials using scissors?

Music
This half term we will be learning songs for our Christmas performance, we will 
continue to explore a variety of songs and musical instruments. 
The skills being taught during our work will include:

∑ Can children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways 
of changing them?

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
The children are continuing to develop their friendship groups. They will be 
learning more about our ‘Golden Rules’. Small group activities will encourage turn 
taking and the sharing of toys. This term the children will be expected to become 
more independent and to be able to perform simple activities on their own. For 
example, doing their own coats up, getting dressed for PE without help, taking 
responsibility for their own belongings and changing their own reading books. It 
would be helpful if you could encourage this level of independence at home too. 
The skills being taught during our work will include:

∑ Can they show an understanding of why we have rules within our circle time 
and classroom?

Website
If you have a computer connected to the internet, you may wish to visit our 
website.  The address is: www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk . We will be updating 
the ‘children’ section of the website with pictures of events during Reception. 
Our website also contains lots of useful information, so please do take a look.
For useful Literacy and Maths games see:   www.ictgames.com and 
www.topmarks.com For Phonics games see: http://www.letters-and-sounds.com, 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Online safety tips – Please share these with your child if they are using the 
internet
Keep your personal information private.
If you ever get that ‘uh oh’ feeling, then turn off the monitor and tell a grown 
up they trust.

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/
http://www.ictgames.com/
http://www.topmarks.com/
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

