
Toftwood Infant School
Information for Parents/Carers

With this ‘information for parents/carers’ booklet, you will find a plan to show 
the big picture of the work Year One children will be doing in Autumn 2.  Please 
share this with your child before the half term starts.  Try to get your child to 

answer a few of the questions each day.

Autumn 2
2019

Year One 



Literacy
We will be reading stories, instructions and poetry this half term.  We will be 
checking our work for capital letters, finger spaces and full stops and we will be 
writing and following instructions.  When your child is writing at home, please 
allow them to use their phonic knowledge to attempt to sound out the words 
themselves.  This will help them gain confidence to write independently. Please do 
check and correct your child’s letter formation if necessary (see guide in 
homework folders).
Please continue to read with your child at home regularly and write a comment in 
their reading record book. The teacher will check the reading record each week. 
When reading at home please ask questions about the book you are reading to 
help develop their comprehension skills. 

Library
Mrs Chapman – Tuesday
Miss Thomas - Wednesday
Mrs Sutterby/Mrs Reeve – Thursday

Mathematics
This half term we will be learning about length, weight, capacity and time. We will 
also be calculating and solving number problems using addition and subtraction. At 
home, you may wish to do some practical activities involving comparing the lengths 
of household items, or giving directions to a member of the family.  You could talk 
about the seasons, months and days of the week and children should be able to 
say when their birthday is. Some children may enjoy taking part in some cooking 
activities where you can discuss and compare the weight of the ingredients. Your 
child might also like to start to tell the time to the hour.

Maths Targets for this Half Term:
∑ To be able to make sensible estimates when calculating.
∑ To accurately use + - = signs when writing number sentences.
∑ To count up and back reliably to 20 and beyond.
∑ Number bonds to 10 (1+9, 9+1, 2+8, 8+2, 3+7, 7+3 etc)
∑ To tell the time to the hour.

Science
The children will be developing their observational, scientific enquiry skills by 
conducting experiments. The children will be looking at how water can change 
state into solid and gas and will be recording how long it takes for an ice block to 
melt. 

P.E.
Through the real PE scheme children focus on learning fundamental PE skills 
through story. This term the children will be practising their jumping, landing and 
balancing skills through the stories ‘Journey to the Blue Planet’ and ‘Monkey 



Business’. We will also be continuing with real Gym and will learn about making 
shapes with our bodies on the floor and apparatus. 
The children will be doing some sort of P.E. most days, either a P.E. lesson, 
adventure playground or lunchtime activity.  Therefore it is important that their 
P.E. kit stays in school all week. 
Please remember that all earrings must be removed before the children come 
to school and long hair must be tied back.  Please check your child has the 
correct sized plimsolls or trainers for PE.

PE days
Mrs Chapman – Tuesday and Thursday
Miss Thomas – Wednesday and Friday
Mrs Sutterby/Mrs Reeve – Wednesday and Thursday

R.E.
This half term we will be learning about the Christian faith, including the 
celebration of Christmas. We will be talking about the first Christmas and what 
it means to Christians. Time will be spent learning new songs and rehearsing for 
the Christmas play. We will be learning about Christmas in other countries too.
These are the skills the children will be focusing on in RE.

∑ Can they explore a range of celebrations, worship and rituals? 
∑ Can they begin to use a range of religious words and phrases?
∑ Can they identify religious symbols?  
∑ Do they know about religious texts? 
∑ Can they explore how religious beliefs and ideas, and those of worldviews, 

can be expressed through the creative and expressive arts and 
communicate their responses?

∑ Can they ask questions and respond imaginatively to puzzling questions, 
communicating their ideas?

∑ Can they reflect on how spiritual and moral values relate to their own 
behaviour particularly those concerned with right and wrong, justice and 
injustice?

Music
During music we will be learning the Christmas play songs and lyrics. The children 
will continue to practise using percussion instruments and finding the pulse in the 
music.
These are the skills the children will be focusing on during music.

∑ Can they use their voice to speak/sing/chant? 
∑ Do they join in with singing?
∑ Can they clap short rhythmic patterns?
∑ Can they respond to musical indications about when to play or sing?
∑ Can they respond musically with increasing accuracy to a call (high/low, 

loud/soft, fast/slow) and keepa steady pulse?



∑ Can they make a range of sounds with their voice?
∑ Can they repeat (short rhythmic and melodic) patterns?
∑ Can they form an opinion to express how

∑ Can they tell the difference between a fast and slow tempo, loud and quiet,
and high and lowsounds?

∑ Can they respond to different moods in music and say how a piece of music 
makes themfeel?

Topic
This half term our topic will be focused on Winter Wonderland. The children will 
be learning about seasonal changes during winter and creating winter pictures. 
We will be learning about a famous explorer, Robert Falcon Scott and 
understanding about the expedition to the Antarctic. 
Towards the end of term, we will be investigating how people in other countries 
celebrate Christmas.  
These are the skills the children will be focusing on during their topic work.

∑ Can recount personal historyandeventsor changes that have happened? 
∑ Can they recognise that story may have happened a long timeago? 
∑ Can they ask relevant questionsusingarangeof artefacts/ photographs 

provided?
∑ Cantheyanswerquestions using different resources, suchasbooks,the

internet and atlases/maps? 
∑ Can they think of a few relevantquestionstoask about a locality?
∑ Canthey answer questions appropriately about topics, such as the 

weather, climate, locations? 
∑ Can they make plausible predictions about their geographical learning,e.g. 

the weather? 
∑ Can they explain what they are making?
∑ Can they select appropriate resources andtools?
∑ Can they explainwhich tools are they using and why?
∑ Can they use tools safely?
∑ Can they arrange pieces of the construction before building?
∑ Can they cut materialsusing scissors?
∑ Can they interpret an object through painting?
∑ Do they have an understanding ofbasic colour theory
∑ Can they use a simple painting program to create a picture?
∑ Can they recognise the different tools and how to use them?
∑ change their picture?

PSHE and Citizenship
In PATHS circle time this half term we will be focusing on feelings.  We will be 
encouraging the children to take part in discussions around this theme with 



individuals, groups and the whole class. The children will also explore their own 
feelings and how to manage them appropriately.

Computing
We will be learning about online-safety and how to stay safe when using the 
internet. Please reinforce the online safety tips below. The children will continue 
to create their own algorithms by creating instructions to give ‘Rob the robot’ to 
make him move around a maze.
These are the skills the children will be focusing on during computing this term.

∑ Can they create a simple series of instructions - leftand right? 
∑ Can they record their routes?
∑ Dotheyunderstandforwards, backwards, up and down?
∑ Cantheyputtwoinstructions together to control a programmable device?
∑ Can they create originalcontent using digital technology? 
∑ Do they know that personal informationshouldnotbeshared online? 
∑ Can they act if they find something they are unsure of (including 

identifying people who canhelp;minimisingscreen;online reportingusing
schoolsystemetc)?

∑ Can they understand the appropriate vocabulary according to equipment 
available?

∑ Can they develop awareness and use of keyboard layout and use navigation 
skills appropriately (e.g. backspace, enter, spacebar, mouse)?

Online safety tips – Please share these with your child if they are accessing 
the internet
Don’t send personal information or pictures to people you don’t know, you don’t 
want strangers looking at photos of you or your family.
Turn off the monitor, then tell a grown up if you feel scared or unhappy about 
anything.

Website
If you have a computer connected to the internet, you may wish to visit our 
website.  The address is: www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk . We will be updating 
the ‘children’ section of the website with pictures of events during Year 1. Our 
website also contains lots of useful information, so please do take a look.
For useful Literacy and Maths games see:   www.ictgames.com and 
www.topmarks.com For Phonics games see: http://www.letters-and-sounds.com, 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/
http://www.ictgames.com/
http://www.topmarks.com/
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


Year 1 Home learning
Winter Wonderland

Autumn 2

Hand out 
date

Hand in date Task

30th October 4th November I can experiment with freezing and melting. 

6th November 11th

November
I can find out about and record signs of 
Winter.

13th

November
18th

November 
I can create a Winter scene.

20th

November
25th

November
I can find out about a Polar animal.

27th

November
2nd December I can make a Christmas decoration.

4th December 9th December I can find out about how other people 
celebrate Christmas. 

You could……Make a leaflet Make a model

Take some photos Visit the library

Make a video of you creating your space rocket

Or just have some amazing, creative ideas of your own!
Remember – be the best learner you can be!

To help your child at home please also hear them read at 
least three times a week, share stories and books and ask 

questions about them.



Thank you for your support.

Autumn Term 2 Spellings home learning Year 1
These are the words we will be learning each week. It would be useful if you could practise the spellings of these 

words together with your child.
Your child could also write a sentence with one of the words in.

Week 1 
vowels pain deep lie coat rescue
tricky words one by

Week 2 
short vowels robin lemon swam rung cobweb
tricky words you your

Week 3 
y as ‘ee’ holly party story happy family
tricky words so my

Week 4 
wh whale wheel white whisper whenever

tricky words what when

Week 5 
ay say away play today playground

tricky words why where

Week 6 
ar arm hard scarf card farmyard

tricky words are all


