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Year 3 
English
This half term, we will be focusing on Non-Chronological reports. The children 
will analyse and then look at each feature in more detail, before using the 
information they have learnt to create their own non-chronological report. It 
would be helpful if your child could become more familiar with non-fiction texts.

Throughout the half term there will be a focus on using conjunctions, prepositions
and adverbs to improve our writing. We will include these words in our descriptive 
writing to make our work more interesting. Further information on all of these 
grammatical terms will be added to the website this term to help you support 
your child at home. You could ask your child if they are able to recognise these 
features in a reading book, magazine or their own writing.

Mathematics
In maths, we will be working on addition and subtraction followed by multiplication 
and division.

Your child will be focussing on the following objectives:
∑ Add and subtract numbers mentally.
∑ Add and subtract numbers with up to three digits, using formal methods 

such as column addition and subtraction.
∑ Estimate answers to a calculation and use inverse operations to check. 
∑ Solve problems including missing number problems. 
∑ Count from 0 in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100.
∑ Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 

multiplication tables.
∑ Write and calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and 

division using the multiplication tables they know, including for two-digit 
numbers times one-digit numbers, using mental and progressing to formal 
written methods.

∑ Solve problems, including missing number problems, involving multiplication 
and division.

Science
We will be teaching the children about light including different sources of light, 
what darkness is, investigating shadows and how light travels. The children will 
be working scientifically, making careful observations and justifying their 
answers. Please explore this at home, asking questions such as:

∑ What do you think will happen?
∑ Why do you think that happened? 



∑ What would happen if we changed this part of the experiment? 
Any additional work on this at home will help develop scientific skill and 
understanding, so please do let us know of any additional research or 
investigations your child carries out at home.

Music
We will be using the online resource Charanga to teach our music lessons. The 
children will listen to a variety of music, give their opinion and answer questions 
about what they listen to and learn different songs. If you listen to music in the 
car or at home, then challenge your child to use some of the musical terms they 
have been learning when they talk about the music or a favourite piece of music.

The skills we will be covering this half term include:
∑ Do they sing songs from memory with increasing expression, accuracy and 

fluency?
∑ Do they maintain a simple part within an ensemble?
∑ Do they modulate and control their voice when singing and pronounce the 

words clearly?
∑ Can they create repeated patterns using instruments?
∑ Can they combine different sounds to create a specific mood or feeling?
∑ Can they effectively choose, order, combine and control sounds to create 

different textures?
∑ Can they use musical words (pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo) to describe 

and give their opinion on a piece of music?
∑ Can they recognise the work of at least one famous composer?
∑ Are they able to recognise a range of instruments by ear?
∑ Can they internalise the pulse in a piece of music?
∑ Can they recognise the symbol for crotchet and crotchet rests?
∑ Do they know that high on the staff means a higher pitch?

Computing
Children will be improving their keyboard skills, focusing on touch-typing. There 
will be a strong focus on online safety. 
They will also be developing their researching skills, thinking about refining 
search terms and deciding on the relevance and reliability of different sources.

The skills we will be covering this half term include:
∑ Can they write more complex programs (leading to varying outcomes)? 
∑ Do they understand input and output? 
∑ Can they manipulate sound?
∑ Can they use editing software to manipulate media (e.g. crop, add effects, 

manipulate audio)? 
∑ Online Safety 



∑ Do they recognise the difference between the work of others which has 
been copied (plagiarism) and restructuring and re-presenting materials in 
ways which are unique and new? 

∑ Can they combine text, images and sounds and show awareness of 
audience?

Art and Design Technology
This half term, the children will be developing their basic skills and will be 
experimenting with colour mixing. The children will be entering a pretend 
Tutankhamun Tomb with a torch to look at the different artefacts found and 
sketch their findings. Sketching will be a focus in Art, throughout the year and 
sketching skills will be taught each half term. The children will also be making clay 
cartouches and an Egyptian collar. If your child enjoys creative activities then 
they could explore some of these areas at home. 

In Design and Technology the children will be making and evaluating bread. They 
will be sampling different types of bread to inform our market research. We 
will then be making our own bread, which will be sampled and critiqued! Recipes 
will be shared with parents. If your child makes any bread at home, we would 
love to sample it and share the recipe too. 

The skills we will be covering this half term are: 
• Can they work collaboratively to create a large sculptural form? 
• Can they use their sketches to develop a final piece of work? 
• Can they suggest improvements to their work by keeping notes in their sketch 
books?

Topic
Through our topic ‘Ancient Egypt’ the children will be gathering information 
from a variety of sources including pictures, books, videos and the internet. 
They will be looking at various sources and imagining how people used to live in 
Ancient Egypt. Children will also be exploring significant historical Egyptian 
people and events, also being able to locate these on a visual timeline. The 
children will also be looking at the Egyptian Gods and will be creating their own! 
If you have any personal experiences or objects from Egypt, please let your 
child’s class teacher know.

The skills we will be covering this half term are:
• Can they ask and answer questions about old and new objects? 
• Can they spot old and new things in a picture? 
• Can they answer questions using an artefact/ photograph provided? 



• Can they give a plausible explanation about what an object was used for in the 
past? 
• Can they find out more about a person or event from the past from a given 
source?

P.E.
This half term we will be continuing to cover gymnastics, focusing on develop 
flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance. We will also cover Real PE, focusing 
on use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination.

The skills we will be covering this half term are:
∑ Make up and repeat a short sequence of linked jumps 
∑ Adapt a gymnastic sequence to include different levels, speeds or 

directions 
∑ Use more detailed plans and diagrams that take them from familiar to 

less familiar areas 
∑ Develop gymnastic techniques and transitions 
∑ Show good awareness of space and the actions of others 
∑ Use simple rules fairly and extend them to devise their own games 
∑ Recognise good performances in themselves and others and use what they 

have learned improve their own work 
∑ Take part in relay activities remembering when to run and what to do

Miss Briggs Real PE on Friday and Real Gym on Thursday
Miss Morgans Real P.E Friday and Real Gym on Thursday
Miss Paul   Real P.E Friday and Real Gym Wednesday 

R.E.
In RE the children will be learning about different religious communities. We will 
focus on Sikhism, the sharing of food and the symbolism this brings to different 
communities.  

PSHE and PATHS
In PATHS this half term we will be recapping the emotions we have already learnt. 
We will be thinking about the feeling of anger and what we can do to calm 
ourselves down if we are feeling angry. We will also be looking at different 
methods of staying calm and keeping self-control.

MFL 
This half term the children will be recapping the basic greetings we have learnt 
so far and we will continue having conversations in Spanish. We will be learning 



the numbers 1-15 and then applying them to our ages, leading to conversations 
asking a person’s age. 

This half term the skills we will be learning are:
• Understanding short passages made up of familiar language. 
• Understanding instructions, messages and dialogues within short passages.
• Can they use short phrases to give a personal response?

Website
If you have a computer connected to the internet, you may wish to visit our 
website.  The address is: www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk

Home Learning
We continue to ask that you support your child and their learning at home weekly. 
There will continue to be a core set of homework for all children on MyMaths, 
TimesTable Rock stars, spellings and reading, and there will be optional creative 
home learning. Each Wednesday children will receive their home learning book, to 
complete and return to their teacher each Monday.

Times tables
It is expected that by the end of Year 3, children know their 2, 5, 10, 3, 4 and 8. 
At this point in the year, children should know their 2, 5, 10 and 3 times tables. 

Please practice these at home whenever possible. Starting this year,  children in 
year 4 will be undergoing a new assessment, testing children on all their times 
tables up to 12x12, the more they know and learn now, the better! The Year 3 
children will be regularly tested on an example of this new assessment to track 
their progress and targets. 

Reading
To support your child with becoming a confident reader we would like each child 
to read to an adult at least three times every week. Asking your child 
comprehension questions as they read is very important. These are some examples 
of questions you could ask your child to check they have understood what they 
are reading:

∑ Who were the characters in the book?
∑ What was your opinion of them?

If you would like a more extensive list of questions to support your child’s 
reading, please see your child’s class teacher. 

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/


Spellings
Please look at the list of spellings from the Year 1 and 2 curriculum inside your 
child’s home learning book and continue to practice the words that have not been 
highlighted (or the year 3 and 4 list if all words are hightlighted). The following 
grid contains additional spelling rules covered each week for you to look at and 
practice, perhaps by putting the different words into a sentence.

Spelling focus Example words 
Week 1 Re-cap of Autumn one
Week 2 Prefixes mis- and re- Misunderstand, rewind, 

rename, mistaken
Week 3 Practise of words from 

statuary spelling lists.
Parents, because, school, 
popular, perhaps.

Week 4 The ‘i’ sound spelt ‘y’ Egypt, mystery, myth.
Week 5 Proofreading 
Week 6 Words ending with the /g/

sound spelt ‘-gue’ and
the /k/ sound spelt ‘-que’
(French in origin)

Vague, plague, opaque, 
plaque.  

Additional Optional Home Learning
There will be optional extra homework that can be completed at any point each 
half term. This must be handed in by Monday 9th December for this half term. 
Children will be awarded dojo points for any additional home learning they 
complete, but please remember it is optional! If you have any further questions 
or would like more information about ways to help your child, please see their 
class teacher.

TASKS
The Ancient Egyptians worshipped many Gods and Goddesses. Can you create a 

fact file based on one that interests you.
Create a secret message in hieroglyphics – remember to use a key so that 

other children can solve it!
The Ancient Egyptians were known to play lots of board games. Can you create 

your own game with maths as a focus (e.g. times tables) to explain and play 
with your friends in the last week of term. 

Dance mat typing on the BBC website to improve your typing skills.


