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English
This half term, we will be focusing on Fairy tales and poetry. We will be analysing these 
to look at the different features. The children will look at each feature in more detail
before using the information they have learnt to rewrite their own fairy tale. It would 
be helpful if your child could become more familiar with traditional fairy tales. 

Throughout the half term there will be a focus on improving our vocabulary to make our 
writing more interesting. You could ask your child if they are able to recognise interesting 
vocabulary in a reading book, magazine or their own writing and explain what the words 
mean. 

Our spelling focus this half term will be prefixes and suffixes, including –ness,     -ful, 
sub- and tele-. We will learn about what words these are included in, and also what 
strategies we can use to help us remember how to spell tricky words. We will also be 
learning about various spelling patterns and phonemes that can sometimes sound 
different to what they look like. As well as this, we will begin to introduce the year 3 and 
4 statutory words. 

When reading with your child, the focus should not only be on how well (fluently) they 
can read but also on how they can understand the book they have read. In Key Stage 2 
we need to ensure they can answer questions about the text and answer questions such
as ‘Why do you think that happened?’ and ‘What did the author mean by that phrase?’ as 
they read. 

Please continue to read regularly with your child at home and please ensure that they 
bring their accelerated reading book to school. The library is available for changing 
books before school 8.30 – 9.00, at lunchtimes 12:30-1:00 and after school 3.25 – 4.00. 
Only children are able to enter the school for before and after school library use and 
we ask that the Year 3 door is used for this. Children can also take their accelerated 
reader quizzes in the library at these times.

Please send your child’s reading record into school daily. Reading records will be checked 
on Mondays. Dojo points will be awarded on Mondays for the previous week’s reading. 

Mathematics
In maths, we will be continuing with multiplication and division, followed by money. 
The objectives we will be covering this half term include:

∑ Multiply 2-digits by 1-digit
∑ Divide 2-digits by 1-digit
∑ Pounds and pence 
∑ Converting pounds and pence 
∑ Adding money 
∑ Subtracting money 
∑ Giving change 



∑ Comparing statements 
∑ Related calculations 
∑ Scaling 

Science and Topic
Our weekly science lessons will continue. The children will be learning about plants and 
their functions. Our learning will include work on pollution and seed dispersal. The 
children will be labelling different parts of a plant and will also dissect a plant to find 
the different parts. The children will be working scientifically, making careful 
observations and justifying their answers. 

Any additional work on this at home will help develop scientific skill and understanding, 
so please do let us know of any additional research or investigations your child carries 
out at home.

Music
We will be using the online resource Charanga to teach our music lessons. The children 
will listen to a variety of music, give their opinion and answer questions about what they 
listen to and learn different songs. If you listen to music in the car or at home, then 
challenge your child to use some of the musical terms they have been learning when they 
talk about the music or a favourite piece of music.
The skills we will be covering this half term are:
• Do they sing songs from memory with increasing expression, accuracy and fluency?
• Do they modulate and control their voice when singing and pronounce the words 

clearly?
• Can they play notes on tuned and accuracy?
• Can they collaborate to create a piece of music?
• Do they understand how the use of tempo can provide contrast within a piece of 

music?
• Can they begin to read and write musical notation?

Computing
In computing the children will be learning about coding on Purple Mash. They will be 
looking at the language used for coding, and completing tasks involving following 
instructions to create a code. 
The skills we will be covering this half term are:

∑ Can they understand computer networks, including the internet; how they can 
provide multiple services, such as the World Wide Web, and the opportunities 
they offer for communication and collaboration?

∑ Can they list a range of ways that the internet can be used to provide different 
methods of communication?

∑ Can they use some of these methods of communication, e.g. being able to open, 
respond to and attach files to emails using 2Email?



∑ Can they use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are 
selected and ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital content?

∑ Can they use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a 
range of digital devices to design and create a range of programs, systems and 
content that accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating and 
presenting data and information?

∑ Can they demonstrate the importance of having a secure password and not 
sharing this with anyone else? Furthermore, can they explain the negative 
implications of failure to keep passwords safe and secure?

∑ Can they understand the importance of staying safe and the importance of their 
conduct when using familiar communication tools such as 2Email in Purple Mash?

∑ Can they know more than one way to report unacceptable content and contact?
∑ Can they use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 

acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report concern 
about content and contact. 

Art and Design Technology
This half term, the children will be focusing on a particular artist, Georgia O’Keefe. Her 
artwork links with our science and topic work also. In Design and Technology the children 
will be making seed bags, to introduce sewing and develop their planning skills. They will 
be practicing different types of stitches, applique and create their own fastening.
The skills we will be covering this half term are: 

• Can they plan their design, using accurate diagrams and labels?
• Can they plan the equipment/ tools needed
• Can they use equipment and tools accurately and safely?
• Can they select the most appropriate materials, tools and techniques to use?
• Can they explain how they could change their design to make it better?
• Can they use different shading techniques to give depth to a drawing?
• Can they mix a range of colours in the colour wheel?
• Can they identify what colours work well together?

P.E.
In P.E. this half term, the children will be focusing on Real PE and dance.
Children will take part in the Real P.E program, which will help them develop their physical 
skills in an exciting and challenging way. The focus within Real P.E this half term will be 
static balances and ball skills.
Please ensure your child has their P.E kit with them all week, bringing them in on a 
Monday and taking them home on a Friday to be washed if necessary.

Miss Briggs      Real PE on Friday and dance on Thursday
Miss Morgans                           Real P.E Friday and dance on Thursday
Miss Paul   Real P.E Friday and dance Wednesday 
Ear rings should be removed for PE and hair tied back. 
The skills we will be covering this half term include:



• Master fundamental movement skills with a good level of consistency when 
moving and standing still (specifically master basic movements including running, 
jumping, throwing and catching)

• Throw and catch with control when under limited pressure to keep possession 
and score goals

• Show an awareness of opponents and team mates during games

R.E.
In RE the children will be learning about what it is to be committed to a faith, with a 
focus on Christianity, Sikhism and Judaism. 

• Identify and begin to describe the similarities and differences within and 
between religions, and within and between worldviews 

• Consider the meaning of a range of forms of religious expression, understand 
why they are important in religion, and note links between them

PSHE and PATHS
This half term we will be focusing on our thinking skills and making good choices. We will 
be discussing and expressing our feelings in an appropriate manner. We want all children 
to know and understand how to behave to ensure everyone is safe, happy and able to learn 
in our school. 

MFL 
We will be continuing to learn Spanish. This half term we will be focusing on colours and 
continuing our listening skills as well as writing short and simple phrases in Spanish. 
The skills that we will be covering in this half term include:

• Can they read and understand short and simple texts using familiar language, 
already taught?

• Do they understand short passages made up of familiar language?
• Can they write 2-3 short sentences on a familiar topic?

Home Learning
To support your child we will have our core set of homework for all children on MyMaths, 
Rock Star Timestables, spellings and reading, and there will be optional creative home 
learning for those children that wish to complete it. 
Each Wednesday children will receive their home learning book, to complete and return 
to their teacher each Monday. 

MyMaths
There is an expectation that children will complete set homework tasks within the 
allocated time given. The date MyMaths work is due is shared on the MyMaths site. 

Reading
To support your child with becoming a confident reader we would like each child to read 
to an adult at least three times every week. Please also ensure you are asking questions 
to develop your child’s skills and abilities as a reader. Please write a note in your child’s 



reading record, which will be checked by their teacher every Monday for the previous 
week. Reading records should be in school every day. 

Spellings
Please look at the list of spellings from the year 1 and 2 or 3 and 4 curriculum inside your 
child’s home learning book. Words that have been highlighted were spelt correctly in our 
initial spelling quiz. Please practise any word that has not been highlighted in orange with 
your child, as they will be tested on these again before the end of this term. 

Spelling focus Example words 
Week 1 Suffixes –ness and –ful following a 

consonant.
Happiness, joyful.

Week 2 Prefixes sub- and tele- Submerge, 
telecommunication. 

Week 3 Apostrophe for contraction Can’t, won’t, shouldn’t 
Week 4 Words with the /sh/ sound spelt as /ch/ Chef, Charlotte.
Week 5 Learning of statutory spelling words
Week 6 Suffixes –less and -ly Clueless, completely.   

Additional Optional Home Learning
Additional homework should be handed in by Monday 10th February this half term. 
Children will be awarded dojo points for any additional home learning they complete, but
please remember it is optional. If you have any further questions or would like more 
information about ways to help your child, please see their class teacher.

TASKS

Grow something at home and document its life cycle.

Find and research a seed that has different conditions to what we normally see.

Research something that England is famous for farming. 

Show a way that you have to use money in everyday life.


