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English
During Whole Class Reading, we will be reading a variety of fiction and non-fiction 
genres. The children will be exploring and writing explanation texts and nonsense 
poems. When writing, the children will be reminded to check their work against 
their success criteria to ensure they are producing the best work possible.

Our grammar focus areas for this half term will be using a range of fronted 
adverbials with commas to demarcate, expanded noun phrases, use of Standard 
English and apostrophes for possession. 

Here is some further information to outline fronted adverbials and expanded noun 
phrases:
Grammar focus Example sentence 
Fronted adverbial with 
comma to demarcate and 
apostrophe’s for 
possession

(Where) Beneath the towering trees, the Massai 
warriors crouched.
(When) At dusk, the crocodile’s teeth sank into the 
impala’s flank.
(How) Cautiously, Bertie’s father raised his rifle to 
protect the herd.
(Why) To protect her son, the tribal leader let out 
a terrifying bellow.

Expanded noun phrases Slowly, the wildebeest’s dusty hooves pounded the 
bare savannah, like a hammer. 

Our spelling focuses this half term will be on homophones (words that sound the 
same but are spelt differently such as scene and seen); words that have the 
spelling pattern ‘gu’; words ending in the suffix ‘ture’; and plural possessive 
apostrophes e.g. boys’ footballs and men’s hats. Finally, we will be continuing to 
look at Year 3 and 4 statutory spelling words.  All children have their individual 
spelling lists stuck into their home learning books. It is vital that your child 
practises these as often as possible until they spell them correctly in their 
independent writing. We will be re-assessing these words towards the end of the 
term to monitor progress in securing these statutory spellings.

Please continue to read regularly with your child at home and remind them to bring 
their Accelerated reading book to school every day. The library is available for 
changing books before school 8.30 – 9.00, at lunchtimes 12.30 – 1.00 and after 
school 3.25 – 16.00. Children wishing to change their books during the lunch break 
put their book into the class box in the morning. Please ensure your child’s reading 
record is in school every day. It will be checked on Mondays.



Only children are able to enter the school for before and after school library use 
and we ask that the Year 3 door is used for this.

Mathematics
In Maths, we will be continuing our work on multiplication and division followed by 
measures, then fractions.
Your child will be focussing on the following objectives:

∑ Recall multiplication and division facts for 12 x 12.
∑ Use known facts to derive unknown facts.
∑ Recognise and use factor pairs and the commutative law.
∑ Multiply 2 and 3-digit numbers using a formal written layout.
∑ Solve problems using multiplying and adding.
∑ Find the area of rectangles.
∑ Recognise and show equivalent fractions.
∑ Count forwards and backwards in hundredths.

Please support your child and their Maths learning through the use of MyMaths 
and Rock Star Timestables. It is important that the children complete MyMaths 
Tasks independently as we need to know what they can complete on their own. 
There are other areas of MyMaths where they can work alongside you, such as 
games.

Science
This term our Science lessons will focus on electricity. The children will: 

- identify common appliances that run on electricity; construct simple series 
electrical circuits,

- identify and name the basic parts of electrical circuits including cells, 
wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers; identify whether or not a lamp will light 
in a simple series circuit, based on whether or not the lamp is part of a 
complete loop with a battery;

- recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and associate this with 
whether or not a lamp lights; 

- recognise some common conductors and insulators, and associate metals 
with being good conductors.

Throughout this topic the children will be continuing to practice their skills of 
working scientifically; making predictions and careful observations, setting up a 
variety of investigations and recording their results so that they can answer 
questions using the evidence they have collected.



Design and Technology 
We will be making an interactive map to show European mountain ranges, using our 
skills learnt from our topic. 
We will be focussing on the following skills: 

- Creating final designs based on initial ideas and revisions. 
- Making a product using electrical components. 
- Using tools with increasing safety
- Evaluating and explaining ideas as the project progresses.
- Using finishing techniques to show an awareness of audience. 

Art
We will be looking at Islamic art, designing our own geometric patterns and then 
printing them. 
We will be focussing on the following skills: 

- Explore Artwork from other cultures.
- Use drawing as a tool to express an idea.
- Create an accurate print design. 
- To evaluate their learning.

P.E.
In P.E. this half term we will focus on Dance. The children will also continue to 
take part in Real P.E, which promotes the learning of basic skills and ensures P.E 
is fun, exciting and challenging. Each half term focuses on a different challenge. 
This half term we are working on balance and co-ordination. Ask your child what 
FUNS level they are working on and what the skill is that they need to develop so 
that you can help them with this at home.
PE days are as follows:
Miss Jacobs Wednesday and Thursday
Mrs Traferri/Hodges Monday and Friday
Miss Skinner Monday and Tuesday

Please ensure your child brings their indoor and outdoor kit in on a Monday and 
takes it home on a Friday to be washed if required. Ear rings should be removed
for PE and hair tied back. 



R.E.
In RE the children will be focusing on Islam and thinking about the big question: 
‘How do Muslims talk about God?’

We will be focussing on the following skills: 
- Describe the variety of practices and ways of life in religions and world 

views. 
- Understand how these stem from, and are closely connected with, beliefs 

and teachings. 
- Use specialist vocabulary in communicating their knowledge and 

understanding.
- Use and interpret information about religions and beliefs from a range of 

sources. 

Music.
This half term’s music is focused around the anti-bullying song/rap, Stop! We will 
concentrate on vocal performance while the children continue to develop their 
musical vocabulary as they listen to and appraise a range of music in different 
styles. Styles include Gotta Be Me by Secret Agent 23 Skidoo (Hip Hop), 
Radetzky March by Strauss (Classical) and Ho Gaya Sharabi by Panjabi MC 
(Bhangra and Hip Hop). If you listen to music in the car or at home please
challenge your child to give their opinion on it.
We will be focussing on the following skills:

- Identifying styles of music and the purpose. 
- Expression, accuracy and fluency. 
- Improvisation. 

Computing
Children will continue to work on their keyboarding and online research skills. 
They will also be discovering spreadsheets. They will also carry on developing 
their programming skills using Scratch. 
We will be focussing on the following skills; 

- Staying safe online. 
- Programming and debugging.
- Understanding how to use common computing software. 

Website
If you have a computer connected to the internet, you may wish to visit our 
website.  

The address is: www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/


Online safety tips 
Please share these with your child if they are accessing the internet

∑ Always ask a grown up before you use the internet.
∑ Don’t tell strangers where you live, your phone number or where you go to 

school. Only your friends and family need to know this.

PSHE and PATHS
In Paths the children will be looking at Making Good Decisions and Problem 
Solving, particularly thinking about friendships. They will think about how to 
recognise and respond appropriately to other people’s feelings; work
collaboratively towards shared goals; develop strategies to resolve disputes and 
conflict through negotiation and appropriate compromise and give and receive
constructive feedback.

MFL 
We are continuing to learn Spanish. This half term we will learning how to say and 
write dates. We will also be learning how to label parts of the face. The skills we 
focus on during our Spanish sessions are speaking, listening, reading and writing. 

Geography
In this subject, we will be studying Europe and examining the mountain ranges 
that feature in the continent. To link in with the previous historical learning, the 
children will be examining Italy and its mountains.
We will be focussing on the following skills: 

- Locating areas on a map. 
- Identifying human and physical geographical features. 
- Labelling geographical features. 

Home Learning
We continue to ask that you support your child and their learning at home. We 
also appreciate that children have other interests and hobbies outside of school 
and family time is precious. To support your child we will have our core set of 
homework for all children on MyMaths, Rock Star Times tables, spellings and 
reading, and there will be optional creative home learning for those children 
that wish to complete it.

MyMaths
There is an expectation that children will complete set homework tasks within 
the allocated time given. The date MyMaths work is due is shared on the MyMaths 
site. 



Times tables
Children will have a weekly times table quiz on the times table they have been 
asked to practise. Your child will not be quizzed on their times tables in order, so 
they must be confident in knowing their times tables in a random order. They will 
also have a set amount of time to complete their quiz, so speed is important too!  
Practice and repetition are the main ways to learn, however here are some ideas 
to help your child develop their times tables skills:

Get your child to make ‘sticks’ of numbers; for example, if they are learning their 
3x table, they will need to make a stick of 3, one of 6, 9, 12 and so on. They can 
then point at the correct stick as they count up in threes. Seeing the numbers as 
visual quantities will help to embed the correct sequence in their minds.

Playing games is also a useful method. You could write each times table on a piece 
of card and have the answer separately. The children will then need to match 
these up. Once they are more confident, time them with a stopwatch. See if they 
can try to beat their own record each time they do it!

Reading
To support your child with becoming a confident reader we would like each child 
to read to an adult at least three times every week. Please also ensure you are 
asking those questions to develop your child’s skills and abilities as a reader. 
Please write a note in your child’s reading record, which will be checked by their 
teacher every Monday for the previous week. Please ensure reading records are 
in school every day. Children who have read at home will be awarded dojo points: 
one point for reading three times, two points for reading five times and three 
points for reading seven times. 

Spellings
Each child has a list of spellings to practise at home. Please support your child as 
they learn these. It is important that your child can spell the words correctly and 
consistently. Writing these words accurately in a sentence moves their learning 
further forwards as being able to use the spellings in their work is very important.

Additional Optional Home Learning
There will also be optional extra homework that can be completed at any point 
each half term. These must be handed in on Monday 10th February for this half 
term. Children will be awarded dojo points for any additional home learning they 
complete, but please remember it is optional. If you have any further questions 
or would like more information about ways to help your child, please see their 
class teacher.



TASKS

Find out what you can about Georg Ohm - a famous German Scientist! 

We are studying the Classical Music era in year 4. Listen to a piece of music and 
draw a picture to show how it made you feel. 

We are studying Italy in Geography. Find out what the map of Europe looks like 
and try to locate the European countries. 
Explore the different types of mountains around the world. 


