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English
We will be learning about biographies and diary entries in our Spring Term. We 
will be developing our writing and grammar skills by writing in present and past 
tenses. We have been very impressed with Year 5’s ability in English so far and 
will therefore be challenging the children to master the use of commas to aid
wider comprehension skills. In handwriting, the expectation is that children write 
joined-up across Key Stage 2. We use the Nelson handwriting scheme to support 
this and are checking that children can form each letter correctly to help the 
children master neat and tidy joins.

We are looking forward to writing our biographies about someone from home to 
show off the skills we have learned. 

Key Curriculum Skills: By providing a variety of inspiring sources, the children 
are engaged and keen to write. The children write for a variety of purposes and 
audiences. They also develop their understanding of writing genres for non-
fiction and fiction. The skills of grammar and punctuation are embedded across 
the curriculum, and children apply these in their writing in all subjects.

Please continue to help your child/ren to practice learning the Year 5/6 
statutory spellings as well as any from previous years that they may need to 
remember. Please also ensure that your child/ren reads at least three times a 
week and that this is recorded in the usual way. Thank you!

Guided reading
Year 5 will be reading a range of non-fiction books linked to our Geography topic
of South America. In reading lessons, the children will be reading extracts across 
a range of genres.

Mathematics
We will be developing our understanding of multiplication and division and starting 
our unit on fractions, this half term.
Your child will be focussing on the following objectives:

∑ Multiply and divide numbers mentally drawing upon known facts. 
∑ Multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a one or two digit number using a 

formal written method, including long multiplication for 2 digit numbers. 
∑ Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one digit number using the formal 

written method of short division and interpret remainders appropriately
for the context. 

∑ Solve problems involving addition and subtraction, multiplication and 
division and a combination of these, including understanding the use of 
the equals sign. 



∑ Compare and order fractions whose denominators are multiples of the same 
number. 

∑ Identify, name and write equivalent fractions of a given fraction, 
represented visually including tenths and hundredths. 

∑ Recognise mixed numbers and improper fractions and convert from one 
form to the other and write mathematical statements >1 as a mixed number 
[for example 25 + 45 = 65 = 1 15 ] 

∑ Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and denominators 
that are multiples of the same number. 

Please do continue to support your child to use My Maths each week as part of 
their maths home learning. It is important they do this independently as we need 
to know what they can complete on their own.

Science
The children will be learning about forces. They will be working scientifically, 
making careful observations and justifying their answers. During the half term 
children will investigate what effects forces have on our everyday lives as well as 
where we use forces to make our modern lives easier. 

Key Curriculum Skills: please explore these at home, asking questions such as…
What do you think will happen?
Why do you think that happened?
What would happen if we changed this part of the experiment?
What is this force called and what effect does it have?
Any additional work on this at home will help develop scientific skill and 
understanding, so please do let us know of any additional research or 
investigations your child carries out at home.

Geography
We will be learning about South America in Geography this half term. We will be 
learning specifically about the landscape, rivers, towns and cities. To introduce 
the children to this topic, we will have a day off timetable where the children will 
take part in activities linked to different countries in South America. The focus 
of the day will be on dance and craft activities.
Key skills this half term:

Can they research and collect information about a place and present it?
e.g. a report, aposter, a brochure
Can they find possible answers to their own geographical questions?



Art
The children will be learning about pop art this half term. They will be learning 
about the features of pop art as well as studying artists like Lichtenstein and 
Warhol. The children will have a go at imitating the work of famous pop artists 
before creating their own piece. They will also be creating a piece of pop art by 
printing using a range of materials.
Key skills this half term:

Do they understand the paints?
Can they identify different paintingstyles andhow these have artists are
influenced by these styles over time
Can they print using a materials?
Can they create an accurate print design that reflects a theme or ideas?
Cantheyexperimentwithdifferent styles which artists have used?
Can they use their sketchbooks to build and record theirknowledge?

P.E.
In P.E. this half term the children will be dancing with the theme of the Swinging 
Sixties to link with Pop Art (the art topic). They will also be taking part in Real 
P.E, which promotes the learning of basic skills and ensures P.E is exciting and 
challenging. Each half term there will be some challenges. The challenges this 
term focus on counter and dynamic balances. We will also be developing our social
PE skills. Please ask your child what challenge they are working on and help them 
practise it at home.
Key skills this half term:

Appreciate that rules need to be consistent and fair, using this knowledge to 
create rules and teach them to others
Perform dances using a range of movement patterns
Compete in small sided games fairly showing good sportsmanship
Work in cooperative groups to use different techniques, speeds and effort 
to meetchallenges

PE days are as follows:
Mrs Rathi Monday and Tuesday
Mrs Lee                                              Wednesday and Thursday
Mr Jacklin Monday and Thursday
Please ensure your child brings their PE kit in on a Monday and takes it home on a 
Friday to be washed, if required. Earrings should be removed for PE.

R.E.



In RE we will be learning about the gospels and how these can be used as 
foundations for living; that we all make decisions about how we live our lives and 
that we make our choices based on our beliefs and values.
The skills we will cover this term are:

∑ describe the key aspects of religions and worldviews, especially the 
people, stories, traditions and customs that influence their beliefs and 
values

∑ investigate the use specialist vocabulary in communicating their 
knowledge and understanding

∑ use and interpret information about religions and beliefs from a range of 
sources

∑ reflect on ideas of right and wrong and their own and others’ responses 
to them

∑ discuss their own and others’ views of religious truth and belief, 
expressing their own ideas and beginning to evaluate the views of others

MFL
We will continue to learn Spanish. This half term we will be recapping our
knowledge of sports from the autumn term, expressing likes and dislikes and using 
past and present tense. We will then build on this knowledge to discuss different 
types and styles of music. We will then move on to numbers from 31-1000. If your 
Spanish knowledge enables you to support with this at home, please do work on 
this. As well as Spanish, we will also have opportunities to expand our cultural 
understanding by studying the Chinese New Year and a “taste of Japan.”
Key skills this half term:
• Can they use a bilingual dictionary or glossary to look up new words? 
• Can they use context to work out unfamiliar words?

Can they write what they like and dislike about a familiar topic? Me gusto… me 
encanta… odio… Je no me gusta… 

Music.
We will be using the online resource Charanga to teach our music lessons. Our 
theme this half term is ‘Classroom Jazz”. The children will also listen to a variety 
of jazz music, share their opinions and answer questions about what they listen 
to and learn different songs.
If you listen to music in the car or at home, then challenge your child to give their 
opinion on that piece of music or a favourite piece of music.

Key skills this half term for the expected standard:



• Can they sing and use their understanding of meaning to add expression? 
• Can they perform ‘by ear’ and from simple notations? 
• Can they use technology to change soundsororganisethemdifferentlyto 

change the effect? 
• Can they choose the most appropriate tempo for a piece of music? 
• Can they describe, compare and evaluate music using musical 

vocabulary? 
• Cantheysuggest improvementsto their own or others’ work? 
• Can they choose the most appropriate tempo for a piece of music? 
• Can they identify and begin to evaluatethefeatureswithindifferent 

pieces ofmusic? 
• Can they contrast the work of establishedcomposersandshow 

preferences? 

Computing
The children will be learning about how to use technology safely, respectfully and 
responsibly to communicate online. They will also be learning to use a spreadsheet 
to carry out calculations and create graphs. Children will have access to computers 
and technology in other subjects to further embed their computing skills and 
develop their independence with different programmes and collaborative work. 
Children will also continue to use the internet for research.

Key skills this half term:
∑ Children can explore key concepts relating to online safety using concept 

mapping such as 2Connect. 
∑ They can help others to understand the importance of online safety. 

Children know a range of ways of reporting inappropriate content and 
contact. 

∑ Understand computer networks, including the internet; how they can 
provide multiple services, such as the World Wide Web, and the 
opportunities they offer for communication and collaboration.

∑ Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet 
services) on a range of digital devices to design and create a range of 
programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals, including 
collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and information.

∑ Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 
acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report 
concern about content and contact.



We use a child friendly search engine called ‘Kiddle’ which filters content to 
be suitable for the children. We also have software that will highlight any 
unsuitable search items and can track this to each child’s individual log in.

Website
If you have a computer connected to the internet, you may wish to visit our 
website.  The address is: www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk

Online safety tips
Please share these with your child if they are accessing the internet.

∑ Always ask a grown up before you use the internet.
∑ Don’t tell strangers where you live, your phone number or where you go to 

school. Only your friends and family need to know this.

PSHE and PATHS
This half term we will be thinking about “Goals and Identity”. We will look at the 
biographies of some influential people to help us explore this theme and reflect 
on ourselves.

Home Learning
We continue to ask that you support your child and their learning at home. We 
also appreciate that children have other interests and hobbies outside of school 
and family time is precious. To support your child, we will have our core set of 
homework for all children on MyMaths, Rock Star Times tables, spellings and 
reading, and there will be optional creative home learning for those children that 
wish to complete it.

Spellings 
Please continue to practice the year 3 and 4 and 5 and 6 spelling lists, which are 
at the bottom of this document along with the spellings we will be focusing on this 
half term.

MyMaths
There is an expectation that children will complete set homework tasks within 
the allocated time given. The date MyMaths work is due is shared on the MyMaths 
site. This will be checked by the class teacher every Monday for the previous 
week and Dojo points will be awarded. 

Times tables
The children have access to Times Tables Rockstars to practice these skills.

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/


Your child will not be quizzed on their times tables in order, so they must be 
confident in knowing their times tables in a random order. Practice and repetition 
are the main ways to learn, however, here are some ideas to help your child 
develop their times tables skills.

∑ Get your child to make ‘sticks’ of numbers; for example, if they are learning 
their 3x table, they will need to make a stick of 3, one of 6, 9, 12 and so 
on. They can then point at the correct stick as they count up in threes. 
Seeing the numbers as visual quantities will help to embed the correct 
sequence in their minds.

∑ Playing games is also a useful method. You could write each times table on 
a piece of card and have the answer separately. The children will then need 
to match these up. Once they are more confident, time them with a 
stopwatch. See if they can try to beat their own record each time they do 
it.

Reading
Please continue to read regularly with your child at home and please ensure that 
they bring their Accelerated reading book to school. The library is available for 
changing books before school 8.30 – 9.00 and after school 3.25 – 4.00. Entrance 
is via the year 3 door and children only please. Please ensure your child’s reading 
record is in school on Monday.

Additional Optional Home Learning
There will also be optional extra homework that can be completed at any point 
each half term. These must be handed in by Monday 10th February, for this half 
term. Children will be awarded dojo points for any additional home learning they 
complete, but please remember it is optional.
Suggestions include: 

TASKS

Can you research a famous person from South America to find out the most
important parts of their life?

Look at Newsround for news events in South America. How do you feel about 
what is being reported?

Try and make a South American meal with your family. Take photos and you 
could even write instructions for how to make the meal!



If you have any further questions or would like more information about ways to 
help your child, please see their class teacher.




