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English 
We will be using a variety of sources to start our writing; initially we will be 
linking our writing to a movie clip from ‘Avatar’ about the planet Pandora. The 
children will be creating their own creatures and writing a non-chronological 
report about them. Then we will use a video clip to inspire a piece of diary 
writing. When writing, the children will be encouraged to correct their work 
independently to improve it and become an Excellent Learner. Please encourage 
your child to research around their topic so that this can inform their writing. 

Spelling 
The children will continue to learn the spelling patterns for the Year 5 and 6 
spelling list. A copy of these will be sent home, with the individual spellings that 
your child needs to learn. It is vital that your child practises these as often as 
possible until they can spell them correctly in their independent writing. Get 
your child to put them into a written sentence at home to ensure they have a 
secure understanding of each word and how to spell it. 
Specific letter patterns that we will be looking at are homophones with the 
spelling pattern of ce/se and cious/tious. These are; advice advise device devise 
practice practise licence license and vicious precious conscious delicious 
malicious suspicious ambitious cautious fictitious infectious nutritious
We will also do daily spelling using Purple Mash.

Reading 
We will be doing whole class reading in class as well as individual reading. 
During our reading lessons, we will continue to read “Tom’s Midnight Garden”, 
focussing on the skills of understanding vocabulary in context, inference, 
prediction, explanation, retrieval and summarising.
Please continue to read regularly with your child at home and please ensure that 
they bring their ‘Accelerated Reader’ book to school. The library is available for 
changing books before school 8.30 – 9.00 and after school 3.25 – 4.00. Please 
send your child in through the Year 3 door, and children only please. 
When reading with your child, the focus should not only be on how well (fluently) 
they can read but also on how they can understand the book they have read. In 
Key Stage 2 (junior age) we need to ensure they can answer questions about the 
text and, answer questions such as ‘Why do you think that happened?’ ‘What did 
the author mean by that phrase?’ Again, useful questions to ask your child will 
be added to the website this half term so please do use these with your child to 
support their reading progress. 

Please ensure your child’s reading record is in school on Monday, signed to confirm 
that they have read to an adult at least 3 times in the previous week. Children 



will be able to change their book before and after school to maximise learning 
time in lessons.

Mathematics
We will be focusing on a wide range of mathematical skills this half term, and it 
is vital the children can do these quickly and confidently, so please do practise 
at home too. We will focus on these areas:

∑ Using common factors to simplify fractions; using common multiples to 
express fractions in the same denomination.

∑ Comparing and ordering fractions, including fractions > 1.
∑ Adding and subtracting fractions with different denominators and mixed 

numbers, using the concept of equivalent fractions.
∑ Multiplying simple pairs of proper fractions, writing the answer in its 

simplest form.
∑ Dividing proper fractions by whole numbers.
∑ Finding fractions of amounts
∑ Describing positions on the full coordinate grid (all four quadrants).
∑ Drawing and translating simple shapes on the coordinate plane, and 

reflecting them in the axes.

If your maths skills are a little rusty in these areas and you want to support 
your child at home, please do ask. We will be having a session for parents soon 
and will have some information to share to help you support your child in Year 6, 
which will also be on the website. 

Science
This half term we will be looking at the properties of electricity in a context, of 
creating a burglar alarm. The children will develop their skills at working 
scientifically to investigate how electric circuits work. They will use scientific 
apparatus and record their findings in their books on a range of investigative 
challenges. They will look at circuits using bulbs, buzzers, switches and voltage 
of cells in a circuit. They will record these circuits in a diagram using the 
correct symbols. Any additional work on this at home will help develop their 
scientific understanding, so please do let us know of any additional research or 
investigations your child carries out at home. 

History
We will continue to learn about our topic – The Ancient Greeks. We will discover 
the significance of temples to the Ancient Greeks. Our focus will move from 
historical enquiry to using and applying our knowledge in art and design.



Art and Design
In art, we will be studying the theme of “People in Motion” and linking it Greek 
Olympics. This will include sketching and creating models of people doing 
different types of sporting activities. The children will be challenged to create
models on a range ofscales and work which is open to interpretation by the 
audience. They will also use their skills to include both visual and tactile elements
in their work.  By the end of the project, the children will know the properties of
a rangeof differentsculptural materials (and how to use them). Throughout the 
project, they will use their sketchbooks to make detailed notes and quotes 
explainingtheirdrawingsand ideas.

Design and Technology 
We will be investigating structures and design our own Greek temples from 
research. The children will use a range of information to inform theirdesign, 
including considering culture and society. There will be plenty of opportunities to 
measure accurately so they can demonstratethat their product is strong and fit 
for purpose. We will also be testing and evaluating the temples in order to 
consider how they could make their structures even better. 

PE
We will continue to do Real PE this half term, along with Real Gym. The focus 
for this term is health and fitness alongside gymnastic skills such as rolling, 
balancing, climbing, sequencing. Throughout the half-term the children will be 
using a large range of sending, receiving and travelling techniques in games, with 
varied control. They will also find appropriate solutions to problems and 
challenges, working and competing individually and with others. It is hoped they 
will develop their confidence in order to compete in small-sided games fairly, 
showing good sportsmanship. It would be helpful if you could discuss with your 
child why exercise is good for fitness, health and wellbeing to reinforce our 
lessons in school.

PE days for each class: 
Miss Gilfillan Wednesday and Friday
Mrs Hughes Tuesday and Thursday
Mrs Williams    Monday and Tuesday 

Please ensure your child brings their PE kit in on a Monday and takes it home on 
a Friday to be washed if required. Earrings should be removed for PE. 



RE
In R.E. this half term we are learning about the Buddhist faith and exploring 
the theme of ‘Suffering and Happiness’ and asking the questions – Can desire 
cause suffering? How do you overcome evil and promote goodness? The children 
will consider viewpoints of others and describe the variety of practices and 
ways of life of Buddhists. They will be using specialist vocabulary in 
communicating their knowledge and understanding. Also, they will investigate 
the significance of religion and worldviews in the local, national and global 
communities. You may wish to discuss this learning with your child at home and 
see if they can share their own thoughts and ideas.

PSHE and PATHS
This half term we will be focusing on conflict and resolution within the class. We 
will recognise and respond appropriately to a wider range of feelings in others. 
We will also be focusing on how to discuss and express our feelings in an 
appropriate manner. 

Music 
This half term, we will focus on Jazz. All the learning is focused around two 
tunes: Bacharach Anorak and Meet The Blues. The children will be singing a
harmony part confidently and accurately and performing using notations. The 
children will learn about the tunes then use instruments to perform these tunes. 
We will also continue to learn about the music of John Williams and Leonard 
Bernstein as part of our study on the modern period in the history of music.

MFL 
This half term we will be continuing our learning of places in town but with a 
focus on methods of transport. We will also be learning about different tenses 
to use in written descriptions. We will be challenging the children to understand 
instructions, using a bilingual dictionary to look up new words and using context 
to work out unfamiliar words. The children will be writing short phrases from 
memory and trying to make their spelling readily understandable. We will also be 
matching texts to images. If your Spanish knowledge enables you to support 
with this at home, please do work on this. We will send home some information 
for parents this half term with key words and phrases. 



Computing
We will develop our understanding of online safety. They will focus on 
understanding that some material on the internet is 

recognise the potential 
risks of using internet communicationtoolsandunderstandhowtominimise
thoserisks (including scams and phishing). They will alsounderstand thatsome
maliciousadultsmayusevarious techniques to make contact and elicit personal
information. We use a child friendly search engine called ‘Kiddle’ which 
filters content to be suitable for the children. We also have software that 
will highlight any unsuitable search items and can track this to each child’s 
individual log in. We will go onto explore spreadsheets and how they organise 
information.

Online safety tips – Please share these with your child if they are accessing the 
internet

∑ Always ask a grown up before you use the internet
∑ Don’t tell strangers where you live, your phone number or where you go to 

school. Only your friends and family need to know this.

Website

If you have a device connected to the internet, you may wish to visit our 
website.  The address is: www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk

Home Learning
We continue to ask that you support your child and their learning at home. We 
also appreciate that children have other interests and hobbies outside of school 
and family time is precious. To support your child, we will have our core set of 
homework for all children on Rock Star Times tables, spellings and reading. SATS 
practise books will be sent home early after half term. Please check your child’s 
work using the answers in the back of the books, and sign the table at the front 
to say that your child has completed the relevant task.

Reading
To support your child with becoming a confident reader, we would like each child 
to read to an adult at least three times every week. Please ensure reading records 
are in school every day. Children who have read at home will be awarded Dojo 
points: one point for reading three times, two points for reading five times and 
three points for reading seven times. 

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/


Spellings
Each child has a list of spellings to practise at home. Please see if they can spell 
them consistently without support and to move their learning further forward 
see if they can use each word in a written sentence. Being able to use the spellings 
in their work is very important. 

Additional Optional Home Learning
There will also be optional extra homework that can be completed at any point 
each half term. These must be handed in by Monday 16th December for this half 
term. Children will be awarded dojo points for any additional home learning they 
complete, but please remember it is optional! 
Suggestions include: 

TASKS
Research information on Buddhism and present this in a creative way. 

A presentation on life in ancient Greece (written or in power point form)

Present different uses of electricity in the home. 

If you have any further questions or would like more information about ways to 
help your child, please see their class teacher.


