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English 
We will be using a variety of sources to start our writing, initially we will be
linking our writing to our ‘Evolution’ topic and our class reading book Holes. We 
will use film clips, and extracts from books to supplement this. We will write 
fiction and non- fiction pieces including; a piece of fictional writing based on the 
book Holes as well as a letter of complaint. When writing, the children will be 
encouraged to correct their work independently to improve it and become an 
Excellent Learner. Please encourage your child to research around their topic so 
that this can inform their writing. 

Spelling 
The children will be learning the spelling patterns from the Year 5 and 6 spelling 
list. We will have three sessions a week dedicated to spelling. The sessions will 
take the form of teaching a pattern, the children will then practice the pattern, 
usually through handwriting practise, then we will apply the spellings to our 
work, finally the children will be assessed in class. This half term we will be 
learning the spelling pattern of ‘ough’ such as cough, dough, through, then the 
pattern of ‘cial’ words like, social, special, and ‘tial’ such as partial and essential. 
A copy of these will be at the end of this newsletter. 

Reading 
We will be teaching whole class reading lessons, in these lessons we teach the 
children a specific skill of reading such as inference, prediction or summarising. 
The children are actively encouraged to read at home and for pleasure. Please 
continue to read regularly with your child at home and ensure they bring their 
Accelerated reading book to school. The library is available for changing books 
before school 8.30 – 9.00, at lunchtimes 12.30 – 1.00 and after school 3.25 –
4.00. Please send your child in through the Year 3 door before and after school, 
(children only please). 
When reading with your child, the focus should not only be on how well (fluently) 
they can read but also on how they can understand the book they have read. In 
Key Stage 2 we need to ensure the children can answer questions about texts 
they read such as ‘Why do you think that happened?’ and ‘What did the author 
mean by that phrase?’ 
Please ensure your child’s reading record is in school to be checked on Mondays. 

Mathematics
We will be focusing on a wide range of mathematical skills this half term, and it 
is vital the children can do these quickly and confidently, so please do practise 
at home too. We will focus on these areas:

∑ Decimals
∑ Percentages



∑ Algebra 
The focus will be on developing our fluency in these key mathematical areas and 
then moving on to reasoning and problem solving. We will also be revisiting the 
key written arithmetic methods and making sure we are confident with all 
operations. It will be important to revisit key topics and ideas that the children 
found challenging.

Please support your child and their maths learning through use of MyMaths and 
Times Table Rockstars. It is important that the children complete MyMaths 
tasks independently as we need to know what they can complete on their own. 
There are other areas of MyMaths where they can work alongside you, such as 
the games section.

Science
This half term we will be learning about Evolution and Inheritance. The children 
will be working scientifically and learning how the Theory of Evolution became 
established. 
Please explore this idea at home, asking children to look at the world around 
them and to notice how living things are suited to their environments.
Any additional work on this at home will help develop their scientific 
understanding, so please do let us know of any research or investigations your 
child carries out at home. 

Geography
In Geography we are focusing on Fair Trade and links between countries. We will 
begin by looking at land use in the UK and how this compares to other countries, 
using maps with a range of scales. We will also be using maps to answer 
questions about how land use links to the economy and how changes affect the 
environment. We will look at maps, aerial photos, plans and web resources to 
describe what a locality might be like when studying South America. Our focus 
will be comparing El Salvador with the UK, specifically population and how we 
measure this. We will choose the best way to collect information needed and 
decide the most appropriate units of measure.  We will present our research 
through self-selected representations.

PE
In P.E. this half term, we will be taking part in Real P.E, which promotes the 
learning of basic skills and ensures P.E is fun, exciting and challenging. Each half 
term there will be some challenges. Ask your child what challenge they are 
working on and help them with this at home. Our second PE unit is dance, where 
we will be using a range of movement patterns, sequencing and social skills. We 
will work and compete individually and with others, which will enable us to 



develop competence and confidence. We will choose appropriate techniques for 
specific events and show control and power in take-off and landing activities; 
working with a partner or small group to practise and refine a sequence. 
Throughout the half term, we will find appropriate solutions to problems and 
challenges. 

PE days for each class: 
Miss Gilfillan Wednesday and Friday
Mrs Hughes Tuesday and Thursday  
Mrs Williams                                 Monday and Tuesday 

Please ensure your child brings their PE kit in on a Monday and takes it home on 
a Friday to be washed if required. Long hair must be tied back and earrings 
removed for PE. 

R.E.
In R.E. this half term we are exploring the concept of ‘Creation and Fall’ and the 
question ‘Creation and Science: conflicting or complimentary?’ The children will 
have opportunities to develop their understanding of Christian views and 
whether science and faith are compatible. This will include thinking about how 
the discoveries of science make Christians wonder about the power of God and 
the idea that humans have responsibility for the Earth, taking into account 
religious and non-religious viewpoints. Discuss this with your child at home and 
see if they can share their thoughts and reasoning. These skills will be useful 
for their writing and other areas of learning this term. We will describe the 
biblical story of creation as a key aspect of the Christian faith and investigate 
the significance of religion and worldviews in local, national and global 
communities. We will use specialist vocabulary in communicating our knowledge.

PSHE and PATHS
This half term we will be focusing on conflict resolution and respect. We will 
also be focusing on how to discuss and express our feelings in an appropriate 
manner. We will also be re-electing school council. We will learn strategies for 
conflict resolution and demonstrate an understanding of respect within the 
school and wider community.

MFL 
We will continue to learn Spanish. This half term we will be looking at ‘then and 
now’ verb forms as well as naming planets. We will be developing our listening 
and responding skills by decoding short passages made up of familiar language to 
respond to simple retrieval questions. We will be having short conversations 
about our current topics. We will be using bilingual dictionaries to look up 



unfamiliar words. To develop our writing skills we will be giving our own personal 
responses about the topics we are studying by using phrases such as me gusto,
me encanta, odio, je no me gusta. If your Spanish knowledge enables you to 
support with this at home, please do so.

Music 
This half term, we will focus on Carols. All the learning is focused around one 
song from Benjamin Britten’s Friday Afternoons: A New Year Carol. The 
children will listen to the tune of the carol and then use instruments to 
perform these tunes. The children will sing a harmony part confidently and
accurately and perform using notation, use a variety of different musical
devices intheircomposition. They will compare and contrast the impactthat
differentcomposersfrom different times have had on the people of thetime.

Computing
In this half term, the children will exploring blogging. This will develop their 
skills in contributing to discussions online within a safe and controlled 
environment. We will also be hoping to conduct a video chat with people in
another organisation under the direction of the adults in school. We also 
develop our computing skills in other subjects including sharing our work using 
multimedia presentations.  

Online safety tips 
Please share these with your child if they are accessing the internet

∑ Always ask a grown up before you use the internet.
∑ Don’t tell strangers where you live, your phone number or where you go to 

school. Only your friends and family need to know this.

Website

If you have a computer connected to the internet, you may wish to visit our 
website.  The address is: www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk

Home Learning
We continue to ask that you support your child and their learning at home for 
this academic year. We also appreciate that children have other interests and 
hobbies outside of school and family time is precious.
The homework SATS booklets have been well received by the children and all 
are completing their homework either at home or using the lunchtime homework 
club. 

Reading

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/


To support your child with becoming a confident reader, we would like each child 
to read to an adult at least three times every week. Please also ensure you are 
asking questions to develop your child’s skills and abilities as a reader. Please 
write a note in your child’s reading record, which will be checked by their 
teacher every Monday for the previous week. Please ensure reading records are 
in school every day. Children who have read at home will be awarded Dojo points: 
one point for reading three times, two points for reading five times and three 
points for reading seven times. 

Spellings

Each child has a list of Y5 and Y6 spellings to work on at home in their reading 
record. Please support your child as they learn these. It is important that your 
child can spell the words correctly and consistently. Writing these words 
accurately in a sentence moves their learning further forwards as being able to 
use the spellings in their work is very important.

bough cough dough enough
bought plough though drought 
sought thought tough thorough 
rough although brought ought

'-cial' words
official commercial glacial special
facial social artificial financial
racial

'-tial' words
partial confidential essential influential
substantial torrential residential quintessential
peferential

Statutory word list for Years 5 and 6

accommodate equip (-ped, -ment) programme

accompany especially pronunciation
according exaggerate queue
achieve excellent recognise
aggressive existence recommend



amateur explanation restaurant
ancient familiar rhyme
apparent foreign rhythm
appreciate forty sacrifice
attached frequently secretary
available government shoulder
average guarantee signature
awkward harass sincere(ly)
bargain hindrance soldier
bruise identity stomach
category immediately sufficient
cemetery interfere suggest
committee interrupt symbol (h)
communicate language system
community leisure temperature
competition lightning (h) thorough
conscience marvellous twelfth
conscious mischievous variety
controversy muscle (h) vegetable
convenience necessary vehicle
correspond neighbour yacht
criticise (critic + ise) nuisance
curiosity occupy
definite occur
desperate opportunity
determined parliament
develop persuade
dictionary physical
disastrous prejudice
embarrass privilege
environment profession



Additional Optional Home Learning
There will also be optional extra homework that can be completed at any point 
each half term. These must be handed in by Monday 3rd February for this half 
term. Children will be awarded dojo points for any additional home learning they 
complete, but please remember it is optional! 
Suggestions include: 

TASKS
Research where your food comes from and find out whether it is Fair Trade.

Read a selection of creation stories from different religions.

Create a dance routine to a piece of appropriate music of your choice.

If you have any further questions or would like more information about ways to 
help your child, please see their class teacher.


