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Class Attendance Award
We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week.

Infant School Junior School
Week beg 23rd September 100% HTR & RS1 100% AR5
Week beg 30th September                             100% DC1 99.67% GG6 & WS6
Week beg 7th October                                     99% HTR 100% SJ5

School Council
The federation school council and class council elections recently took place. We are very proud of all 
those that stood for election and well done to those elected. It is a democratic process and very much 
decided for the children who are reminded to elect those that they feel show the right skills and 
qualities for the role. 
Chairperson: Rocky 
Vice Chairperson: Alyssa 
Treasurer: Toby
Secretary: Haidee 
Year 6: Maddison, Lille, James
Year 5: Jaiden, Max, Isabella
Year 4: Vega-May, Isla, Robbie
Year 3: Wren, Lexi, Harriet
Year 2: Bonnie, Presley, Rowan
Year 1: Poppy, Lyla, Alicia

Coming soon – new playground pals! Children in Years 5 and 6 are applying in writing to be a playground 
pal. We will then have four on duty at lunchtimes at the Junior site and three Year 5/6 playground pals on 
the Infant site to support the younger children. There is a lot of interest already! Mr Jacklin and Miss 
Gold will then be training them and supporting them in their roles. Year 2 playground pals have already 
been chosen and are working hard. 
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Silver Award- PE
We have been awarded Silver in the West Norwich and Dereham School Sports Partnership Key Stage 
One Sporting Stars Awards for the academic year 2018 -19.
To achieve this level of award we have had to show that we provide 2 hours of curriculum PE for all pupils 
with targeted intervention to enable all pupils to develop the key fundamental skills required in PE. We 
also have to demonstrate that we are committed to the professional development of all staff and have a 
programme to enable them to teach high quality PE lessons. The Silver Award shows that we have entered 
at least 3 festivals and competitions run by the Sports Partnership, in fact we entered 10 and 113 
children took part. Thank you to all of the staff and the children, led very well by Mrs Chapman, the 
Infant PE lead. 

PSQM - Primary Science Quality Mark  
We are so pleased to announce both Infants and Juniors have achieved the PSQM award. Well done to all 
the children, staff and parents who contributed with the super science skills! Thank you to the staff for 
working so hard on this, especially Dr Francis, who put in a great deal of work at the Juniors before she 
left, and Miss Thomas, our Science lead at the Infants. 

Junior School Dinner Payments
Just a reminder that as from October half term, we are changing our catering company at the Junior 
School as set out in an email last week. We have outlined the content again here so no one misses the 
information. 
We have made the decision to move over to NORSE, who currently supply the Infant School meals, as we 
have always been pleased by the quality of their meals for the children, and the positive feedback we 
have from the children. This means we will no longer use Edwards and Blake at the junior school.
So, please be aware of the following re payments for your child's lunches as this will change from 
October half term:
Payments for meals until the Friday 18th October - all meals need to be paid up to this point by that 
date. After that, Edwards and Blake, our current contractors will require payment as the contract has 
ended. It would be much appreciated if this could be done by Thursday 17th so the payments are clear 
before we break up and we don't have to chase for payment.
All arrears, as usual, must be cleared by Friday 18th October. After this date we will have to gain 
payment to pass to Edwards and Blake, or pass information to them so they can get their payments.
Please do not add any money onto your current account to pay beyond half term. Any funds in excess of 
the meals taken on your current account will have to be refunded by cheque by Edwards and Blake. We 
cannot transfer funds as these have already gone to Edwards and Blake.
Next week we will set up a new account to pay for lunches taken from after half term, eg from Monday 
28th October. We will let you know as soon as we have done this.
We are planning to set this one up as New NORSE School Lunches. This will allow you to make payments in 
advance for lunches after half term and then as you normally would. If the name of the account cannot be 
this, for any reason, we will make sure it is shared with you by half term.
For lunches after half term please do not pay it into the account called 'School dinners' as this will go to 
Edwards and Blake and they will have to refund you as we cannot transfer between accounts.
We hope this information is clear, but if you have any questions at all please do not hesitate to contact us 
and we can work through it together! Further information including menus and prices will follow as soon as 
we have it. We look forward to the new catering company coming in and are sure the children will enjoy 
the new lunches.
Please note that the cost of lunches after half term will be £2.30 daily
Thank you for your support.



Handing in and receiving information
Can we just politely remind parents/carers that they need to check children’s book bags etc for letters 
on a daily basis. Please also check your emails regularly as this is the method we use to communicate as it 
is quick and direct so we can see that everyone has received the messages.  Please do let us know if your 
email address changes so you can ensure you have up to date information. 
Equally, we expect that all children hand in things that are in their book bags, as we do not check these. 
If we even spent one minute a day checking each book bag, that is 30 minutes we could be spending with 
the children. 
If you are not sure that your child will remember to hand something in, please do bring it to the office 
yourself, or if you can’t get in just ring the office and say they have something in there. However, the 
most important thing is that we encourage and support the children to be independent. Thankyou. 

Class Dojo
Further to our email about dojo last week, we would just like to reassure you that if you have any emails 
asking you to allow additional purchases etc you can scroll down to the bottom of the letter and click 
unsubscribe. This will unsubscribe you from this type of email, but you will still receive notifications via 
the class dojo app when you have new messages or updates.

Home learning
The home learning for years 1-6 is always on the website and we have responded to requests by some 
parents to make it easier to find! Please note that Reception parents access this via tapestry. 
Go to Children then homework. The curriculum newsletters are also emailed to you, and the additional 
optional home learning is also on the electronic version of this on the website. 
This is the basic information you need, which is shared on the website now, as we have had some exciting 
new programs we are using for spelling and maths. Letters for this have been sent home this week, so look 
out for these. Information to show how to use these will also be added to the website on the same tab as 
the home work. 

Please always check the website. Here is some of the information shared on there. Please note, TT
Rockstars log ins for year one will be given as they are ready to access times tables learning. Information 
on our on line programs, which are provided free of charge to all parents, will be added to the website 
soon.

Well done to all of the children who are working so hard with their reading at home! It is good to see 
them reading such a wide range of books across the federation, including many new ones we have recently 
bought. 

Infant School Home Learning
Homework should be enjoyable, build on children’s learning and also be something that enables a parent to 
share in their child’s learning.
At the Infant School we give the children in Reception home learning tasks to complete, and these are 
shared via tapestry every week.
Years 1 and 2 have home learning folders and books that come home weekly, generally on a Wednesday. 
The folders may have resources in to help them at home with the tasks.
Every week there is optional home learning activities that are an ‘I can’ statement, and they can then 
decide how they complete the task, and how they present it.
Below is the core home work we would like every child to complete weekly.
Reading
To support your child with becoming a confident reader we would like each child to read to or with an 
adult at least three times every week. If you read a story to your child and discuss it, add this in too. 
Please also ensure you are asking those questions to develop your child’s skills and abilities as a reader. 
Please write a note in your child’s reading record, which will be checked by their teacher every week. 
Please ensure reading records are in school every day.



Children who have read at home will be awarded dojo points: 1 point if they have read 3-4 times, 2 dojos 
if they have read 5 or 6 times and 3 dojos if they have read 7 times or more. If children haven’t read 
three times they may need to do this at another time.

TT Rockstars and Numbots
Each child in years one and two have log ins for this from October 2019. It would be beneficial if your 
child could do 20-30 minutes of independent work on this each week.
Purple mash spelling/maths games
Each child in years one and two have log ins for this from October 2019. It would be beneficial if your 
child could do 20-30 minutes of independent work on this each week.

Junior School Home Learning
Homework should still be enjoyable, build on children’s learning and also be something that enables a 
parent/carer to share in their child’s learning or to work more independently ready for the next stage of 
their education.
There are optional home learning activities on the bottom of the curriculum newsletters which are 
emailed half termly direct to parents/carers. These are also on this page.
Below is the core home work we would like every child to complete weekly. Please note Year 6 have 
separate homework books provided by the school, where they will have designated activities to complete 
to ensure they support the learning that has taken place in school.
MyMaths
There is an expectation that children will complete 30 minutes of independent MyMaths at home each 
week. This does not need to be done at once, for example it can be broken into three, 10 minute slots.
Times tables
Children will have access to Timestable Rockstars, an online platform to practise their tables. In Key 
Stage 2, children are expected to become confident in knowing their times tables in a random order. 
Practice and repetition are the main ways to learn, and Timestable Rockstars makes this enjoyable and 
adds an element of competition.
Reading
To support your child with becoming a confident reader we would like each child to read to an adult at 
least three times every week. Please also ensure you are asking those questions to develop your child’s 
skills and abilities as a reader. Please write a note in your child’s reading record, which will be checked by 
their teacher every week. Please ensure reading records are in school everyday.
Children who have read at home will be awarded dojo points: 1 point if they have read 3-4 times, 2 dojos 
if they have read 5 or 6 times and 3 dojos if they have read 7 times or more. If children haven’t read 
three times they may need to do this at another time, which may include lunch times.
Spellings
Please look at the list of spellings shared with you by your class teachers. Children are expected to learn 
and spell these spellings in the independent writing so it would be beneficial if your child could do at least 
20-30 minutes of independent work on these each week.

Harvest Collections
Thank you to everyone who made donation to our food bank collections. Your contributions are much 
appreciated and will help those in need. 

Poppies
As usual we are going to sell poppies for Remembrance Sunday in both schools. There are also 
other poppy related items as in other years. We will be selling these straight after half term, up 
until the Friday before Remembrance day. Items cost up to £1.50: pencils, pencil sharpeners, 
rulers, reflector poppies, zip pulls 50p, silicon wrist band £1.00, snap band £1.50.
You are not obliged to buy any of these items, but if your child wishes to, please send them with 
their money in a named envelope. They will be responsible for the money.



Christmas Sugar Collection
In support of the Christmas School sugar collection for the homeless and hungry, families in crisis and 
those seeking refuge from domestic violence in East Anglia, we are collecting sugar. It makes a real 
difference for shelters and food kitchens during the cold days of winter. The total amount of sugar 
donated last year by over 70 schools was 4 tonnes!! If you would like to send in a bag of sugar or pack of 
tea or coffee, please can we have your donation by Friday 29th November to either school. Thank you for 
making a difference to those in need. 

Messy Church
The next Messy Church session will be at St. Nicholas Church, Dereham, on Tuesday 22nd October, 10am-
11.30am. Come along and join in with games, crafts and worship. There will be refreshments available also. 
All Free!! If you’d like further details, please call Evelyn Speed on 01362 681339.

Young Carers Activity Session Dereham
Are you a Young Carer living in the Breckland Area? If so, why not come along to our Activity session, 
hosted by our friendly Youth Workers, where you can: • Meet up with other Young Carers • Take some 
time out from your caring role to focus on your Wellbeing • Participate in a range of Activities • Make and 
Eat healthy snacks • Have Fun Thursday 24th October 2019 Wellspring Family Church 35 Neatherd Rd, 
Dereham NR19 2AE Age 5-11 years: 11:00am-1.00pm Age 12-19 years: 1:30pm-3:30pm If you would like to 
attend this session, or find out more, please contact Hannah or Gemma: hannah@mtmyouthservices.org.uk 
or 07379 685233 gemma@mtmyouthservices.org.uk or 07415 194468 or contact the Carers Matter 
Norfolk Advice Line on 0800 083 1148

The Crew
Our Young Carers Club, The Crew is available to all Young Carers across the Federation.              
For more information, contact Alison Thompson PSA 

Toftwood Infant School Toftwood Junior School

16.9.19 23.9.19
30.9.19 7.10.19
14.10.19 28.10.19
4.11.19 11.11.19
18.11.19 25.11.19
2.12.19 9.12.19
16.12.19

QWELL – Online Domestic Abuse Support Service
We have had this information from the children's centre which may be of use to you. Please note this is 
for adults and not children.
Qwell is a free support service providing a safe and secure means of accessing support with any emotional 
health and wellbeing needs from a professional team of qualified counsellors. Qwell has lots to offer and 
you can talk about anything at all:

· Counselling: You can speak with a counsellor through messages or live chat.
· Qwell Magazine: You can read self-help articles written by professionals or personal 
experiences shared by other users.
· Discussion Boards: You can join in discussions on loads of different topics.
· Set Goal: You can set personal goals and track your progress towards achieving them.
· Personal Journal: You can track how you are feeling each day.

Who can use Qwell?



Qwell can be used by anyone who is working with Connect and their family. Why not pass this information 
sheet to your loved ones so they too and gain support from Qwell? 
How do I access Qwell? 
Qwell has no referrals or waiting lists. You can access this service by signing onto the Qwell 
site. www.qwell.io
When can I use Qwell? 
Qwell provides unique out of office hours’ service and is open 7 days per week, 365 days a year from 12pm 
- 10pm weekdays and from 6pm - 10pm on weekends. There will be reduced hours Christmas Day, New 
Year’s Eve, New Year’s Day and Bank Holidays. 

Exciting Events on the website so Far! 
Autumn 1 Active Kids Festival https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/09/autumn-1-2019-active-kids-
festival/
James Campbell – Author Visit Autumn 1 2019 https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/10/james-
campbell-author-visit-autumn-1-2019/
Tag Rugby https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/10/tag-rugby-tournament-3rd-october-2019/
Year 1 Banham Zoo Trip https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/10/year-1-banham-zoo-trip-autumn-1-
2019/
Year 2 Norwich Cathedral Trip https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/10/year-2-trip-to-norwich-
cathedral/
Cats Protection Visit to Year 1 https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/10/cats-protection-visit-to-year-
1/
Infants Science – Autumn Term 2019 https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/10/science-autumn-term-
2019/

Exciting write-ups to come: 
Adapted Sports Festival Y2 Medieval Day Reception Harvest Activity Morning 
Year 1 & Year 2 Harvest Activity Afternoon

Parking
First parking post of the term! Please can we remind all parents to have respect for our neighbours when 
parking for drop offs and pick-ups. We have had several complaints and concerns raised from residents as 
parents/carers are parking across their driveways meaning they are unable to gain access. 
We also have concerns about parents’/carers driving up onto the pavements. We know it is busy, but if we 
all show respect for each other and a little bit of patience, we can ensure everyone is kept safe and we do 
not upset our neighbours too. Thank you. 

Hoots drop off and pedestrian gates
Please remember if you bring your child to Hoots in the mornings you should park on the road in 
accordance with road rules, and not on the zig zags. If you are walking your child into Hoots, or out of 
Hoots, please use the small pedestrian gates.
Can we please just remind all parents/carers that both schools have pedestrian gates to keep you safe 
when visiting the school office entrance. 
The small gates with the path are for pedestrians. The large gates are for vehicles. Please do use the 
small gate if you are walking into school and not the vehicle gate! We have many delivery lorries coming in 
and out of school and we would like to keep everyone safe. The pedestrian gate at the juniors is in 
between the two vehicle gates, and leads directly to the office via a small pedestrian crossing. 

Year 6 Residential Trip 2019-2020
This is the last call for any child wishing to go on the Year 6 residential trip, as set out in the email last 
week. Please check your emails and contact Mrs Flynn at the Junior office before the deadline of 
Thursday 17th October if you have not put your child’s name down already. 
Instalments have been set up online, but if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
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Lunchtime Football
Please note if children in Years 3-6 wish to take part in football at lunchtime they need to do the 
following:

∑ Jogging bottoms should be put on over the top of school uniform to keep it clean.
∑ If you wish to ensure their school sweatshirts/shirts do not get dirty if they fall over, please 

send in another sweatshirt for football purposes. 
∑ Change of footwear – school shoes cannot be worn. Suitable trainers should be provided please. 

If your child wishes to take part in lunchtime PE, please ensure they have the jogging bottoms, sweatshirt 
and trainers. 

Coats
Please do ensure you send your child in with a warm, waterproof coat every day now the weather is colder. 

Reception donations!
Reception are developing further the outside provision. If you have any of the following in good condition
could we please ask for them to be sent in after half term! 

∑ Old metal kitchenware – teapots, pans, cups etc
∑ Large smooth pebble stones 
∑ Tractor tyres
∑ Milk/bread crates
∑ Large flower pots
∑ Bamboo
∑ Electric cable reels
∑ Metal bin lids
∑ Seeds/plants
∑ Curtain hooks/rings
∑ Small wood slices 

Have a lovely half term holiday!! We finish for half term at the end of the day on Friday 18th October and 
return to school at 8.45am on Monday 28th October. Further diary dates on the next page

Joanna Pedlow



Diary Dates

October
Thursday 17th YR Harvest Activity Morning
Thursday 17th Y1 Harvest Afternoon
Friday 18th Y2 Harvest Afternoon
Friday 18th Federation finishes for Half Term – Infants 3.15pm Juniors 3.25pm
Monday 28th Federation back to school 8.45am
Monday 28th Flu immunisation for Y3-Y6
Wednesday 30th (9.15am) New parent tours for Y3 September 2019
Wednesday 30th (10am) New parent tours for Reception September 2019
November 
Monday 4th Parent consultation bookings opens at 7pm – please make sure you book promptly

to secure your time slot as we cannot offer additional appointments outside of 
these times.

Friday 8th STEM day for Federation – parents welcome from 2.45pm
Tuesday 12th Autumn Term report cards to go home
Tuesday 12th (2.30pm – 3pm) Parent session for Y6 Thorpe Woodlands Residential Trip 
Monday 18th (9.15am) New parent tours for Reception September 2019
Monday 18th (10.30am) New parent tours for Y3 September 2019 
Tuesday 19th (9.30am – 11.30am) Preschool activity morning
Tuesday 19th (4pm – 7pm) Federation Parent Consultations
Wednesday 20th KP2 Class Assembly
Thursday 28th (4pm – 7pm) Federation Parent Consultations
December
Tuesday 3rd (9.30am) Christmas Performance Dress Rehearsal. If you have younger children and cannot 

get someone to look after them on the day of your child’s class performance you 
may come to the dress rehearsal, please contact us to let us know.

Wednesday 4th (9.30am) Christmas Performance for parents ET1/CC2 (no younger siblings)
Thursday 5th (9.30am) Christmas Performance for parents DC1/KP2 (no younger siblings)
Friday 6th (9.30am) Christmas Performance for parents RS1/KT2 (no younger siblings)
Monday 9th YR children Christmas Activity afternoon – 1 parent invited, no younger siblings
Tuesday 10th Y3 children Christmas Party during school hours
Wednesday 11th Infant School Christmas Lunch
Thursday 12th Junior School Christmas Lunch 
Thursday 12th Y2 children Christmas Party during school hours
Friday 13th Y2 Trip
Friday 13th Y1/Y4/Y5 children Christmas Party during school hours
Monday 16th YR/Y6 children Christmas Party during school hours
Wednesday 18th Christmas Assembly at Infants (children only)
Wednesday 18th Christmas Assembly at Juniors (children only)
Wednesday 18th Federation finishes for Christmas Holiday – Infants 3.15pm Juniors 3.25pm

Dates are correct at the time of the newsletter going home! If they have to change we will let you 
know as soon as possible.


