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Class Attendance Award
We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week.

Infant School Junior School
Week beg 14th October    98.4% DC1 99.31% TH4
Week beg 28th October                          98.33% HTR 99.63% RL5
Week beg 4th November 99.2% DC1 98.97% KH6
Week beg 11th November 100% AMR 100% KH6

School Admissions 2020
If you have a child who will be five between 1st September 2020 and 31st August 2021 then they are due 
to start school in September 2020. 
Please apply directly to Norfolk County Council by 15th January 2020 at 
www.admissionsonline.norfolk.gov.uk or ring 0344 800 8020. You have to make your application directly to 
Norfolk County Council and not to the school. Any questions, please come in and ask! 

If your child is transferring from Year 2 to Year 3 we have sent home information already. Please also 
apply directly to Norfolk County Council by 15th January 2020. 
If you have any questions or difficulties with this, please do contact us. 

Children’s Christmas Lunch
Please note ALL slips must be returned for ALL children by Wednesday 27th November. Please send it in, 
even if your child is not having the lunch so we can have an accurate list to work from on the day! 

Christmas Performance Years 1 and 2
Tickets have been sent home for these performances. Just a reminder that no younger children can 
come to the performances, but if you cannot attend without them, you are invited to the dress rehearsal 
instead which is on Tuesday 3rd December. Please ring the Infant office or email if you are coming to the 
dress rehearsal so we can have enough chairs. Please note this would be instead of your allocated 
performance so please bring your original ticket with you. 

Toftwood Junior School
Westfield Road

Toftwood
Dereham
Norfolk

NR19 1JB

01362 694919

reception@toftwood-jun.co.uk

Toftwood Infant School
School Lane
Toftwood
Dereham
Norfolk

NR19 1LS

01362 692612

admin@toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk

http://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/
http://www.admissionsonline.norfolk.gov.uk/


Key Stage 2 Maths Workshop
Just a reminder of the email sent previously about the maths workshop for parents in years 3, 4, 5,and 6. 
Please note no younger children can come to this event.

Children in Need
On Monday 18th November children across the federation supported Children in Need through a non-
uniform day. This year the School Council chose the theme of ‘Sporty or Spotty’ clothing and organised 
for the federation to take part in the Children in Need – ‘Big Morning Move’ workout. This workout was 
hosted by fitness coach Joe Wicks and lasted just under 20 minutes. Children across the Federation took 
part alongside other children around the country in order to raise awareness of the importance of keeping 
fit and healthy, whilst raising money for children who need extra care and support.
Our School Council created posters to advertise the event and collected the donations from each class.
A fun time was had by all and the workout was definitely a good way to start our day!
Thank you to everyone for the generous donations. The Federation raised an amazing total of £586.45!
Well done and thank you to everyone for helping to support other children in need. See the website for 
photos and info https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/11/children-in-need-2019/

Remembrance Day
This year within the Federation we marked Remembrance Day with the selling of poppies, and a whole 
school assembly at both the Infants and Juniors with a 1 minute silence at 11am. The Junior children 
discussed the first world war and thought about places in the world where people are still suffering from 
war today. The children at the Infant school gathered together to discuss the importance of the day. 
They learnt a little bit about the history of selling poppies, what they represent and why we come 
together every year to mark this event. The Reception children showed the school the poppies they had 
created in class. During the assembly the children were shown a short animation designed to explain 
Remembrance Day to young children. https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b04p4zsl/poppies
The Federation were also very lucky to receive a visit from the British Legion in the lead up to 
Remembrance Day which helped our children understand more about why this is so important.
See the website link https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/11/autumn-term-2019-remembrance-day/

https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/11/children-in-need-2019/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b04p4zsl/poppies
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/11/autumn-term-2019-remembrance-day/


Neatherd Roast Dinner Day
Dereham Neatherd High School invited a group of children across the federation to enjoy a roast dinner 
at their school! The children loved visiting the high school!
The children were wonderful hosts to the residents of Eckling Grange residential home, who were also 
invited to this event. Each child went and asked the residents what they would like for their dinner, 
collected their plate of food from the kitchen and then served the residents their wonderful roast. The 
children were amazing at this and listened really carefully to them.
The food was very tasty and the children had gammon, mash and a variety of vegetables. We were all very 
excited to have dessert which was lemon sponge and custard!
The children were all so well behaved and were an asset to our federation!
Thank you to Neatherd for inviting us – we had a great time. See the information and photos on the 
website https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/11/neatherd-roast-dinner-day-november-2019/

Sugar Collection
Just a reminder that our Sugar for Shelters collection will close on Friday 29th November. If you wish to 
donate a bag of sugar for this worthwhile cause to help the homeless and families in crisis, then please 
put your contribution in one of the boxes by this date. We are so grateful for all the donations we have 
received so far. 

Harvest
Another big thank you to everyone for the harvest donations for the mid Norfolk food bank. As part of 
the Federation’s Harvest Thanksgiving celebrations staff, parents and children were invited to bring 
donations of packets and tins of food and toiletries in to school to be collected for the Mid Norfolk 
Foodbank. The Foodbank is part of a national network supported by The Trussell Trust and it is one of 
many foodbanks set up in order to help families and individuals who are struggling with poverty and hunger 
across the UK.
Both the Junior and Infant Schools collected items as part of a Federation wide initiative, and the 
children were very proud of their collection of things that will contribute to helping those in need.
“We are always encouraging the children to think of others and talk about their emotions and how they 
might feel in different situations” said Mrs Reeve, RE and Assemblies Subject Leader at the Infant 
site. “This is a great way to help them reflect on giving to others, and they really enjoyed contributing”.
See the website link https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/10/harvest-donations/

Please also see the website for information on the fabulous harvest afternoons for parents and children 
in Years 1 and 2 and the Reception Harvest Activity morning. 
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/11/year-2-autumn-1-2019-harvest-activity-afternoon/
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/11/year-1-autumn-1-2019-harvest-activity-afternoon/

RSE Policy 
The Relationships and Sex Education policy has been on our website for quite some time now, and we did 
share it last year also. The sessions for children last year went well and the children demonstrated an age 
appropriate understanding of all the areas discussed and shared. Please do take a look and let us have any 
feedback. 
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Draft-RSE-Policy-for-2019-2020.pdf

PE Reminder
Just a gentle reminder that children need to have their earrings taken out before school on PE days if 
they are unable to take them out themselves. Children require plimsolls for indoor PE and trainers for 
outside PE. 
PE kits should be brought in on a Monday and taken home on Friday in the Junior School and brought in at 
the beginning of each half term and taken home at the end of the half term in Infants. Please also bring 
in warm PE clothing, such as a hoodie and tracksuit bottoms/leggings for outdoor PE as the weather is 
getting colder for the Juniors. 

https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/11/neatherd-roast-dinner-day-november-2019/
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/10/harvest-donations/
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Water bottles
A polite reminder that water bottles for in class drinking should be water only, and o squash, juice or 
flavoured water. Children can bring in squash, juice etc in their lunchboxes for lunchtime, and if they have 
a hot dinner may bring in an additional drink which can be put on the lunchbox trolley at infants, and left 
in the classroom to take to lunch at the juniors. 

Medication
One more reminder! School can only administer prescribed medication in line with the DfE guidelines. 
Please do not send in calpol etc to school as we cannot administer this, and it should not be put into 
children’s bags to take in school. 
If you child has to have prescribed medication the form you need for this to be given can be collected 
from the office or found on the website
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/New-Med-1-Form-2019.pdf

Autumn 2019 STEM Day
Our STEM Day this November had the main theme of ‘Farmvention.’ This is to look into the future 
of farming in a changing world. Each year group chose a theme from one of the three categories: 
‘Wool the Wonder Fabric,’ ‘Street Food Superstars’ and ‘Farm Machine: 2040.

Reception - In reception we looked at farm machinery and talked about what different machines are used 
for. We looked at the different parts of farm machinery and talked about which job they each did. The 
children then discussed what they thought would be a good idea for a farm machine to do on a farm with 
their learning partner, and then used junk modelling to create their own farm machines.

Year 1 - Year 1 completed a challenge from the Farmvention Website. They had to design an item of 
clothing made from wool. First we talked about where wool come from and the processes it went through 
before it was made into anything. We also talked about the qualities of wool being a warm material and 
the types of clothing we needed to be warm and the disadvantage that it is not waterproof. The children 
then designed an item of clothing that they thought would be good made from wool. Later on we looked at 
advertisements for clothing and talked about the important features of an advert. The children then 
made their own posters to advertise their clothing design.

Year 2 - We completed the Farmvention challenge of designing your own street food. The children went 
on a hunt in the year 2 corridor to find out facts about different food groups using ‘talk time’ cards 
(which gave them facts). They used this information to design their own street food and discussed the 
nutritional benefits. The children then created advertisement posters and presented them to the year 
group. There was an extra challenge to make their street food at home and it was fantastic to see the 
children enjoying this!

Year 3 - For STEM day, Year Three entered a competition hosted by NFU Education for a new street 
food design to promote British produce. Firstly, the children learnt a little about British farming and 
harvesting. They talked about climate and condition and where our food comes from. We considered the 
food things that we buy in Tesco and decided to focus our designs on stuffed peppers.
After following a simple recipe to try out stuffing peppers, the children created their own designs 
with different fillings. Some of these were very adventurous, as we learnt in the final task where children 
had to market their product by creating an eye-catching poster and a TV or radio advert.

Year 4 - At the start of STEM day we posed the question what are we going to be eating in 50 years? One 
answer was BUGS! We investigated this further by researching the environmental impact of eating bugs, 
the nutritional value, where they are eaten around the world and any concerns that we thought there 
might be.

https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/New-Med-1-Form-2019.pdf


We learned that bugs are eaten around the world by 2.5 billion people living in Asia, Australia and Africa. 
We also found out bugs are cold blooded, they contain lots of protein and that they take less space to 
raise than cattle.
After break, we investigated further the nutritional benefits of eating bugs. We created pictograms and 
bar graphs to present this information. We found out that the Giant Water Beetle has the highest 
amount of protein in it and the Weevil has the least, only 7g.
In the afternoon, we got creative and designed posters and leaflets to advertise a new product: The Bug 
Burger! We tried to make our work eye-catching and we tried to include facts that would entice others to 
try our Bug Burgers!
Here are some of the facts from one leaflet about a Giant Water Beetle Burger:

∑ These burgers have 20g of protein – WOW!
∑ They are much healthier than pork or beef.
∑ Raising insects is much easier than raising cattle and doesn’t take up too much space!
∑ This burger is very filling and delicious!
∑ It’s better for the environment than normal burgers.
∑ It tastes like a normal burger but much healthier.
∑ Would you like to try one of these burgers?

Year 5 - Year 5 took ‘Farm Machine: 2040’ as our topic for the day. The children knew from the beginning 
that in the afternoon they would need to design a farm machine fit for use in the year 2040 and be able 
to present their work as an advert or talk in front of their parents.
First, we looked at different types of farm machinery and brainstormed what we knew about farming. 
From tractors to pea harvesters, combines to crop sprayers, we looked at all different kinds of vehicles 
and machines found on farms and then at their mechanisms and workings. The children found out about 
gears, levers and pulleys before experimenting with force meters and investigating friction.
Year 5 then investigated some of the challenges facing farmers and what machinery would be needed in 
the future to meet these pressures. How can you farm underground? How about up a rocky mountain or on 
an urban rooftop? How will climate change and population growth affect the planet and what farmers will 
need to provide? The children talked about all of these things and then began to design machines to cope 
with these issues. Three designs each were whittled down to one, with a detailed and annotated 
explanation of why the machine was suitable for 2040. Then came the challenging bit: explaining our 
machines to parents and persuading them which one was the best!

Year 6 - Wool, the wonder fabric!
In year 6, our challenge was to design a unique clothing product that uses wool, ‘the wonder fabric’. We 
started the day by learning about the history of sheep farming and how some of its uses have changed 
over time. We watched a short video that explained the process of sheep shearing and how the wool is 
transported to the factory to be cleaned and packed.
In order to identify the best material as an insulator for our clothing product, we carried out an 
investigation to test different materials. Each group was given a different material (cotton, wool, acrylic, 
polyester, nylon or bamboo) to test to see which was the best insulator. We ensured that our control 
variables remained the same in each group and measured the temperature at five minute intervals. The 
results helped us in designing our own clothing products as we were aware of the best insulators.
After carrying out our experiment, it was time to design. We worked together in pairs to create our own 
designs. We were inspired by mood boards and examples of existing clothing products. When designing, 
we had to think about the audience and purpose of our products.
In the afternoon, we had the opportunity to create an advert to promote our clothing product to each 
other. We used posters to attract the attention of our audience while trying to persuade them to buy our 
products. We were joined by our parents in the afternoon so that we could share our learning with them. 
We hope they enjoyed watching our adverts!

Please look on the website for photos and updates https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/11/autumn-
2019-stem-day/

https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/11/autumn-2019-stem-day/
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A big thank you to all of the teachers and staff who worked so hard to provide such an interesting day 
for the children to expend their skills in STEM and to the children who are Science technicians who set 
everything up and collected the equipment. 

Parent/Carer Events
Thank you to everyone who came to stem day. It was a busy session, but good to see everyone joining the 
children to celebrate their work. 
We had feedback from parents and from our observations we have made we are going to make some 
changes to how we run the sessions, which will include all parent events run in the school day such as open 
afternoons, activity sessions, art exhibitions.
Therefore, the sessions will end approximately ten to fifteen minutes before the end of the day and 
parents and carers will leave the relevant school at that point. This will then enable us to settle the 
children and ensure we can get them out quietly, safely and efficiently. We will then bring the children 
out to the playgrounds and dismiss them in line with our usual procedures. This means that no one will be 
allowed to take their children during the session or before the end of the session. We will not be allowing 
parents to take children from one class into another class, or one class into the other school during the 
sessions. 
If it is a whole federation event, we would then suggest you visit your Infant child first and then go to 
the Juniors to help with timings. 
Thank you for your support in this. 

Reception Celebrate Olive’s Big Birthday
In Reception we have been learning about Birthdays. We found out about a lady in Great Yarmouth who is 
having a special birthday and turning 104! For her birthday she wanted to receive pictures from children 
all around the area. We decided to make her some pictures.
We thought about what Olive would like to see on her pictures for her birthday and found out how to 
write the number 104. When we were finished we put them in an envelope and have sent them in the post 
for Olive to receive. We hope she loves our pictures and has a wonderful birthday!
If you would like to find out more about Olive and how you can help celebrate her birthday, you can find 
more at this link
https://www.klfm967.co.uk/news/klfm-news/2982118/can-you-help-olive-celebrate-this-huge-milestone/

Our website link shows the children’s fabulous work and we are so pleased with them for thinking of 
someone else and making their birthday a happy one.
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/11/autumn-2-2019-reception-celebrate-olives-big-birthday/

Sporting Superstars!
We have already had lots of opportunities for the children to join in sporting competitions and events. 
Here are some of them – further details and photos on the website.
Key Stage 1 cross country https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/10/ks1-cross-country-
festival-october-2019/
Key stage 2 cross country https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/11/autumn-2-2019-ks2-
cross-country/
Year 6 tag rugby https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/10/tag-rugby-tournament-3rd-
october-2019/
Years 2, 3 and 4 Active Kids Festival https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/09/autumn-1-
2019-active-kids-festival/
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Maths!
Miss Yeoman and Mrs Ponder have been working hard to update the maths for the website so parents and 
carers can help at home, and know about all of the things we do in maths at school.
You now have a one stop shop for all things maths.
If you go to the curriculum tab, and go to maths, you can click on the links
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/curriculum/mathematics-2/#
On the maths tab you will find:

∑ The curriculum
∑ Calculations
∑ TT Rockstars
∑ Numbots
∑ My maths
∑ Purple mash
∑ Maths workshops
∑ Multiplication Guide
∑ Maths events

Please do have a look. The multiplication guide was emailed to all parents this week and tells you about how 
we teach times tables, why they are important and what children should know in each year group. Please 
do take a look. 

Staff Changes 
Mr Blythe, one of our MSAs, is leaving us on the 6th December for a job with more hours going forward. 
He has been with us for several years now, and has been a valued part of the team. We wish him well for 
the future. 

Joanna Pedlow

https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/curriculum/mathematics-2/


Diary Dates

Thursday 28th (4pm – 7pm) Federation Parent Consultations
December
Tuesday 3rd (9.30am) Christmas Performance Dress Rehearsal. If you have younger children and cannot 

get someone to look after them on the day of your child’s class performance you 
may come to the dress rehearsal, please contact us to let us know.

Wednesday 4th (9.30am) Christmas Performance for parents ET1/CC2 (no younger siblings)
Thursday 5th (9.30am) Christmas Performance for parents DC1/KP2 (no younger siblings)
Friday 6th (9.30am) Christmas Performance for parents RS1/KT2 (no younger siblings)
Monday 9th YR children Christmas Activity afternoon – 1 parent invited, no younger siblings
Tuesday 10th Y3 children Christmas Party during school hours
Wednesday 11th Infant School Christmas Lunch
Thursday 12th Junior School Christmas Lunch 
Thursday 12th Y2 children Christmas Party during school hours
Friday 13th Y2 Trip
Friday 13th Y1/Y4/Y5 children Christmas Party during school hours
Monday 16th YR/Y6 children Christmas Party during school hours
Wednesday 18th Christmas Assembly at Infants (children only)
Wednesday 18th Christmas Assembly at Juniors (children only)
Wednesday 18th Federation finishes for Christmas Holiday – Infants 3.15pm Juniors 3.25pm

Dates are correct at the time of the newsletter going home! If they have to change we will let you 
know as soon as possible.


