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Class Attendance Award
We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week.

Infant School Junior School
Week beg 2nd December 100% CC2 100% CP3
Week beg 9th December 99% PA2 100% TH4

Poppy Appeal 2019
Thanks to the kindness and generosity of our children and families we raised an incredible £970.89! Your 
donations will help to support those in need. Our children and families have really shown a true 
understanding and commitment for helping others. You can find out more 
here www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/about-remembrance/the-poppy

School Lunches at Junior School
Thank you to all of the parents and carers who have been keeping their lunch accounts up to date. We 
know there were some difficulties with the system when we changed caterers but this all seems to be 
working now, thankfully. 
Unfortunately, there are a small number of parents/carers that we have to contact regularly to pay their 
accounts. Please note that lunches should be paid for in advance. This takes up time that the staff could 
be using to support the children and carry out other tasks.
If you have any issues with the payment system please ring the office and if you have any arrears please 
make sure these are cleared before the New Year as we cannot allow meals to be taken and not paid for. 
The money is owed to the catering company, and just as we would not go to a restaurant and order a meal 
and not pay for it, please do remember this with school lunches also. 
If you do not have money on your account, please send your child with a packed lunch. 
If you think you may qualify for free school meals then please see the office without delay as even if you 
are eligible, they will not backdate meals and pay for them, which means you still have to pay for these. 
We can support you with your application.
If you are finding things difficult and think a food bank voucher may help, please contact Mrs Thompson 
or Mrs Feeke who work with the food bank and can support you with this. 
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Keeping Children Safe – Online
You may be with a young person who has asked for some form of internet-enabled tech for Christmas.
Check out the blog below for tips on how you can make sure that young people are safer online, over the 
Christmas period and beyond.
Blog: 

∑ The Internet of Things: 9 ways of making your connected home more secure
∑ Seasonal Netiquette: 5 new parenting rules for screen time and tech when families gather -

Autumn 2 2019 KM3 and the Digital Schoolhouse with Neatherd High School
KM3 were very lucky to have Mr Gibson and two children from Neatherd High School, part of the Digital 
School House, complete an exciting and interesting computing lesson.
The children learnt how to become computational thinkers, using algorithms (clear, precise instructions) 
to direct a computer. During our usual computing sessions in class previously, the children have been using 
2Code on Purple Mash to create a programme and this session moved the children on from this.
The children focussed on listening to instructions, working in pairs to be the ‘computer’ and the 
‘programmer’ providing directing each other to create a picture using playdough as the stimulus. We learnt 
that if our instructions were not clear enough, the ‘computer’ could not create the model.
Following this, after learning that it is important to be clear with our instructions and directions, we learn 
how to create an algorithm for the dance the ‘Hokey Cokey’. Step by step instructions were written and 
edited by the children and tested on each other.
We learnt that we had to use accurate measurements, for example 360 degrees and move forwards 30cm 
to ensure that the computer knew exactly what they were supposed to do.
Our next step is to apply this knowledge and our algorithms to a programme called ‘Scratch’ to make a 
character move and dance to the Hokey Cokey.
The children said:
“It was really fun, I especially enjoyed doing the play dough work!” (Emma)
“It was amazing! I learnt that I need to make instructions really clear.” (Olivia)
“I really enjoyed doing the Hokey Cokey and making clear and precise instructions for this.” (Millie)
Mr Gibson is due to come back in to work with CP3 and FB3 in the Spring term.
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/12/autumn-2-2019-km3-and-the-digital-schoolhouse-with-
neatherd-high-school/

Autumn 2 2019 – Christmas Dance Festival
On Tuesday 3rd December, 24 children from year 5 and 6 performed at a dance festival at Open in 
Norwich. The children had worked hard leading up to the day taking part in an after school club each week 
lead by Miss Parsons. In the club, they talked about the messages of Christmas and carefully chose dance 
moves to link to those messages. They also voted for ‘Under the Tree’ by Kelly Clarkson to perform their 
dance to.
On the day, the children were collected from school at 10am and arrived in Norwich later ready to 
rehearse their dance. They were all surprised by the size of the stage and overwhelmed by how big the 
room was that they would be performing in later that day. Throughout the day, they loved watching other 
schools rehearse and particularly enjoyed trying to copy the dance performed by Taverham High School! 
The first performance at 4pm went very well and the later one at 7pm was even better. The children’s 
timings and enthusiasm in the dance improved throughout the day to perform their best dance in the final 
show. They also loved going back on stage and singing and dancing with all the other schools to Christmas 
songs. It was lovely to see the children’s confidence grow throughout the day and they represented our 
school brilliantly. Well done! https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/12/autumn-2-2019-christmas-
dance-festival/
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Year 2 Hippodrome Trip
The Year Two children visited Great Yarmouth Hippodrome on Friday 13th December. It was the first 
time as a school we had seen this performance and it was an amazing experience! The children were 
mesmerised by the Hippodrome itself, let alone the fantastic circus acts.
All children (and adults) were on the edge of their seats when each act performed their hair-raising 
stunts. Lots of the children enjoyed Ben Langley’s hilarious acting and we were so glad we were able to 
see him perform again this year. 
The children loved the acrobats, dancers, juggler, laser man, ring master and swimmers and it was a 
wonderful start to our Christmas celebrations! 

Christmas Panto-NSPCC Charity Collection
Our charity collection at the year 1 and 2 production was raising money to support the work of the 
NSPCC. They do valuable work supporting vulnerable children and work with our children in school to teach 
them about keeping safe. 
Staff at both schools have also been donating instead of sending Christmas cards for everyone. 
If you would like to donate, please do send a donation into school in the New Year to help them with their 
valuable work. 

December 2019 – Art at Dereham Windmill
All through the month of December artwork from every year group in the federation will be on display at 
the Dereham Windmill. The gallery opens on the 6th of December 2019! The theme of the gallery is 
Christmas, and every year group worked on applying the skills they have been learning and revisiting in 
their art lessons to create the art. There are 5 pieces from every class across the federation on display 
and if your child’s artwork has been selected they are able to go and visit the windmill free of charge. We 
think the gallery looks amazing and are so proud of everyone. We hope you love it too.
Please visit the Dereham Windmill’s website for more information. 
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/12/december-2019-art-at-dereham-windmill/

Federation School Council Cards
The school council members made and delivered fabulous Christmas cards to local residents. What a 
lovely way to share the Christmas spirit with others in our community. Thank you to all of those who made 
them and delivered them on behalf of the Federation.

Reception December 2019 – A Special Letter
The children in Reception have been really busy in their first term at school, learning all of their single 
sounds, some digraphs and even a couple of tricky words.
They have been working really hard to apply all this new knowledge and have all written a letter to Father 
Christmas! They practised hearing initial sounds and sounding out words as well as their letter formation. 
The children have thought carefully about how we ask nicely for something and discussed with each other 
what they would like for Christmas.
Once the letters were finished, the children helped to stick a stamp on and seal the envelope. The letters 
were ready for posting so the children all went for a morning walk to the nearest post box to post them.
On returning to school the children learnt about the journey of a letter and they saw how the letters are 
sorted and get ready for delivery.
They have now got to wait patiently to see if they a reply from Father Christmas!
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/12/reception-december-2019-a-special-letter/

Neatherd Computing
Adam Gibson, Head of Computer Science at Dereham Neatherd High School has been running free and 
informative CPD workshops based on delivering Computing. These provide learning opportunities for pupils 
and CPD for teachers based around delivery of Computing. Toftwood Junior School has benefitted from 
regular Wednesday afternoon sessions for Years 3 to 5.
The focus of certified Schoolhouse workshops, as part of Ukie’s Digital Schoolhouse programme, is to 
help empower and inform teachers in the delivery of Computing.
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Throughout the workshops, we have taken pupils and teachers through various elements of Computing, for 
example computational thinking and algorithms. We have also incorporated simple play-based learning 
techniques, which have engaged pupils and helped teachers to deliver complex topics using familiar 
classroom resources.
Digital Schoolhouse is delivered by the UK games industry trade body, Ukie. It was originally seed funded 
by the Mayor of London’s Schools Excellence Fund (LSEF) and is supported by the Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS). The programme is powered by Nintendo Switch®, sponsored by SEGA, 
Warwickshire Council and Ubisoft, to offer schools the support and professional development they need 
without cost. In turn, helping to prepare the next generation with the digital skills they need for their 
future. https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/12/neatherd-computing/

Year 3 Light Sources
This half term, Year Three have investigated light sources and the need for light to be able to see. We 
investigated materials which best reflected light and the purpose for which we might need reflective 
materials, for example, to be safe when walking home. We also investigated the reasons why we need to 
protect ourselves when out in the sun and looked for patterns in the way that the size of shadows 
changes when we move the light source in relation to an opaque object. Fair testing was a big focus in 
these investigations to ensure that we were manipulating the variables.
To finish off the term, we combined our learning in history about mummification with an investigation 
over time on drying out tomatoes. The children chose between rice, flour and salt to absorb the liquid 
from the tomatoes and then left them for over a week to see the effect. It was very interesting to see
the results that each choice had on the tomatoes! https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2019/12/year-
three-light-sources/

Christmas has come to the Year 3’s!
During RE, the children have focused on the key skills of:

∑ Can they reflect on and begin to analyse what it means to belong to a faith community, 
communicating their own and others’ responses?

∑ Can they describe the key aspects of religions and worldviews, especially the people, stories, 
traditions and customs that influence their beliefs and values?

With these key skills in mind and Advent in process, the children celebrated Christmas with a party! The 
children played various party games for example, musical statues and the ‘over and under’ game. The 
children were able to show an awareness of their opponents and team mates during these games, they 
showed good awareness of space and the actions of others and recognise good performances in 
themselves and others and use what they have learned improve their own work. All of these are key PE 
skills they have learnt throughout PE this half term.
Children will be looking at how people from other countries celebrate Christmas and comparing it to other 
English traditions.

Christmas Lunch
We had two fantastic Christmas lunches at the federation. Many thanks to all of the kitchen staff for 
cooking such a beautiful lunch and also to those staff who voluntarily gave up their lunchtime to help 
serve the children. It was much appreciated and really showed a community spirit to the children and a 
great commitment from those staff to putting the children first for Christmas. 

Christmas Parties
For the first time in living memory, all of the children across the federation had a Christmas party! Each 
year group had an afternoon of fun and games and the children were all excited to take part. 
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Website
Please do take a look at our website. There is so much on there to interest and excite you all! Each 
subject has a page to tell you how we teach that subject as well as some examples of the work the 
children have been carrying out. Our maths page has lots of information for parents, as does our English 
page. If you want to know how to help with multiplication or grammar then this is the place to go! 
Every week we add more items, sometimes every day, so it really is a celebration of all of the work your 
children have been doing, with photos and write ups and even some videos. Please take a look! It is also a 
good way to share your child’s journey through school with family members too so please do ask them to 
take a look also.  
The address is https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/

Children’s Christmas Gifts
A huge thank you to the PTA who have liaised with Santa and bought Christmas gifts for all the family. All 
of the Infant children received a lovely book and all of the Junior children received a goodie bag with a 
variety of gifts inside. A huge thankyou to The Soar family for wrapping all of those gifts. We are very 
lucky to have such kind and thoughtful people providing for our children. 

Thank you
Thank you to all of the parents and carers for the lovely cards, gifts and Christmas wishes. No one 
expects to receive a present, but we are truly appreciative of all that we receive. We have some lovely 
homemade cards and gifts too this year and we are very impressed by the creativity shown! 
Thank you also to all of the staff, children, Governors and families for their support this year. Thank you 
to all of the staff who have made the extra effort to run clubs, do extra activities with the children, 
picked ideas from pinterest and made them at home and who have generally gone above and beyond for 
the children. 
We hope you all have a Happy Christmas

Help over Christmas
We know Christmas can be a difficult time for some families. If you need some help or support then 
please keep a note of these numbers/websites:
https://midnorfolk.foodbank.org.uk/ This is for the mid Norfolk food bank.  The Citizen’s Advice Bureau 
can issue foodbank vouchers.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/ This is for the NSPCC. If you are concerned about the safety of a child you 
can contact them for advice and support
https://www.cruse.org.uk/telephone-support/christmas CRUSE offer emotional support  and a listening 
ear for those who have been bereaved as Christmas can be a difficult time Or phone 08088081677 

Joanna Pedlow

Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all of us at Toftwood 
Infant and Junior School Federation
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Dates to Remember!

Please keep these dates safe and add them to your diaries and calendars. These are events 
currently planned and they could change. Further activities will also be added. 

Spring term
Monday 6th January School opens at 8.45am for children
Monday 13th January Jack & the Beanstalk – production in school for R-

Y6 – free of charge 
Monday 27th January 10.20am KT2 class assembly
Tuesday 28th January 9.30-11.30am Pre-school activity morning
Wednesday 29th January 2.30–3.10pm Year 6 SATs session for Parents
Thursday 30th January 2-3pm Open afternoon for the Federation
Thursday 30th January Joint book fair after school in Junior’s main hall 

3.15-4.15pm
Friday 31st January Joint book fair after school in Junior’s main  hall 

3.15-4.15pm
Week beginning 3rd February Children’s Mental Health Week
Monday 3rd February Joint book fair after school in Junior’s main  hall 

3.15-4.15pm
Tuesday 4th February Joint book fair after school in Junior’s main  hall 

3.15-4.15pm
Wednesday 5th February 10.20am DC1 class assembly
Week beginning 10th February Book Week – further details to follow
Monday 10th – Friday 14th February Year 6 Residential Trip in two groups
Wednesday 12th February 5.45–6.30pm Federation Bedtime stories for all families. Junior School 

halls.  
Friday 14th February School closes at 3.15pm infants/3.25 Juniors for half term
Half Term
Monday 24th February School opens at 8.45am for children
Monday 9th March On line booking for Parent/Teacher consultations 

opens 7pm   
Wednesday 11th March 10.20am LT1 class assembly
Thursday 12th March Spring Term Report cards sent home
Friday 13th March Federation Science Day
Wednesday 18th March 4-7 pm Parent consultations 
Tuesday 24th March 9.30-11.30am Pre-school activity morning 
Wednesday 25th March 10.20am ICR class assembly
Wednesday 25th March 2.15-3pm End of KS1 assessment meeting for Year 2 parents
Thursday 26th March 4-7 pm Parent consultations
Wednesday 1st April School closes for Easter break 3.15 pm 

Infants/3.25 Juniors


