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Newsletter 7
Please check the website for our good OFSTED report for the Junior School and the 

letter for parents/carers

Class Attendance Award
We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week.

Infant School Junior School
Week beg 20th January 100% CC2                      100% CP3
Week beg 27th January                                    100% LT1 98.52% KM3
Week beg 3rd February 100% DC1 100% FB3 & RL5

Jack and the Beanstalk Pantomine 2020
Fe, Fi, Fo, Fum, prepare yourselves for lots of fun!
What an entertaining start to the Federation New Year thanks to the amazingly talented actors of M&M 
Theatrical Productions. The children had been waiting in anticipation for this exciting day to arrive and 
they were certainly not left disappointed with the colourful pantomime which was packed full of fun, 
adventure and age appropriate humour.
The children were thoroughly engaged by the hilarious antics from the characters: Jack, Jill, Jack’s Mum, 
Buttercup the Cow, The Scary Giant, Squire Bogey (Booo…) and not forgetting the Giant’s 7 foot baby! 
Their adventures took them to the dizzy heights of Nursery Rhyme Land where they met even more 
interesting characters along the way, including the infamous Humpty Dumpty. The climb was well worth 
the effort as they found a sparkling, golden egg which paid off their rent debt to the dastardly Squire 
Bogey (Booo…)
The enthusiasm from the audience was a wonderful sight to see, the broad smiles on the children’s faces 
were contagious as they laughed, booed, cheered and clapped along. They especially loved singing and 
reciting their multiplication knowledge to the times tables song!
Jack and the Beanstalk was a great hit with its wonderful costumes, superb scenery and magical special 
effects all combined to deliver an electric atmosphere and guarantee our young audience a truly 
imaginative, enthralling journey into the world that is Pantomime. Every year group engaged well with this 
live theatrical performance. https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/02/jack-and-the-
beanstalk-pantomime-2020/
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Nut Free School
Just a reminder that we are a Nut Free school. We have children and staff members who are severely 
allergic to nuts so please do not send in any nut related products/foods. 

Snacks
Please remember that snacks for break time are strictly fruit or vegetables in their natural form or 
cheese (cubes of cheese) please do not send in cereal bars, cheese dunkers etc as these are not 
permitted. 

Water Bottles
Please also ensure your child has a water bottle in school every day, but this can only have water in it! 
Squash and flavoured water are not permitted to drink in the classes. Your child can have squash for 
lunchtime in their lunchbox, or you can send some in if your child has a hot lunch and they can put this on 
the lunch box trolley. Thankyou

Phones and Social Media
As always, we ask parents/carers to keep a close eye on what their children are doing on line, with 
technology and on social media. Despite numerous discussions about our children not being old enough for 
things such as what’s app, snapchat and Instagram, we know so0me of our children do have these things. 
The issue then comes when the children set up groups and invite numerous others into them, and 
arguments then happen when unkind things are said. 
Please monitor your child’s use of social media, apps and other online activity. We are increasingly asked 
to look into such activity that happens outside of school, and although we try to support with this, it is 
really a parent or carer role to monitor what their child is doing. Please see our website for further 
advice on this. 

Children’s Mental Health Week 2020
The week beginning 3rd February 2020 was Children’s Mental Health Week and we recognised this week 
across the federation in a number of ways.
We started the week with assemblies in both schools, which included discussing what Mental Health is 
and the theme of the week ‘Find Your Brave.’ We talked about what it means to be brave and how we have 
been brave in our lives. We shared the idea that being brave means trying new things even if you are 
afraid and sometimes little steps in the right direction is the most important thing.
On Thursday it was Time to Talk Day so we celebrated this by mixing with other children in our own year 
group and other year groups to talk about different topics, all to promote the importance of conversation.
Other activities throughout the week included mindfulness colouring, listening to calm music, mindfulness 
challenge activities, Jumpstart Johnny and yoga to promote the importance of physical activity for mental 
wellbeing.
This was an important week for the children to ensure they are equipped with the tools to cope with 
different challenges in life and that they recognise the importance of looking after their mental health as 
well as their physical health. https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/02/childrens-mental-health-
week-2020/

Thinking Day
Over the last few years it has become traditional for members of Girlguiding - Rainbows, Brownies or 
Guides to wear their uniform to school on 22nd February known as Thinking Day. 
This is the joint birthdays of Lord and Lady Baden Powell, who started the Scouting and Guide Movements 
over 100 years ago. The day is celebrated by over 10 million girls in over 50 countries worldwide in many 
different ways. Due to the 22nd falling on a weekend, we are inviting girls who attend Girlguiding to wear 
their Girlguiding uniforms on Monday 24th February. Beavers and Scouts can also wear there uniforms also 
if they wish. 

Bus parking
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Please do not park in the bus parking area in front of the junior school. On Wednesday, we had a group of 
children going on their residential trip but some parents had parked in the bus parking area. This meant it 
would not have been safe for the children to get onto the coach. Please ensure you do not park in the bus 
lane on a Monday afternoon especially as we have children returning from swimming lessons and we need 
to get them safely off the bus. 

Bedtime Stories and Book Week
Thank you to everyone for organising the fabulous book week and to you for supporting us with the book 
fair and dressing up day too. It was lovely to join with our families for bedtime stories on Wednesday 
evening, and thankyou to the staff who stayed on after a long day in work to enable this to happen. We 
run events such as this as parents have commented that some of our events, such as open afternoon, are 
difficult for working parents. This is part of our provision trying to offer opportunities for all parents to 
come in at some point during the year. 
We had over £1600 worth of sales at the book fair and we hope everyone found a bargain. This meant we 
got lots of fabulous books for the schools as well. 

Residential
Thank you to parents/carers for their support with the residential as we had to postpone group one due 
to the weather. Group two are there now and having a great time. Thank you also to all of the staff who 
volunteer to go, for no additional pay, so we can run this for the children. Thank you to Miss Morgans who 
stepped in at the last minute to go as one of the staff was taken unwell and admitted to hospital and to 
Mr Smith who has stepped in to teach the class in her absence. We look forward to hearing about their 
adventures.
If your child is in group 2 then please make sure they are here at 8.30 on Monday 24th and bring them in 
through the office. 

Panthlon
Nine children from year four and five attended a panathlon competition at the UEA on 12th February. A 
panathlon is a competitive event with a range of inclusive sports and the children move in a carousel so 
they can complete every activity. The children try to score points for their team through a range of 
throwing and kicking activities. There was also a curling activity which they particularly enjoyed, even 
though in was on a hall floor rather that ice!
Our children showed fantastic self-belief and determination throughout the event. They also listened 
showing great respect to the other adults and the high school children who were leading the different 
activities.
The second team scored 49 points but we just beat them with 50 points to be the winning team! The 
children received a medal each as well as a trophy for the school and were very pleased with their 
achievements.
Well done!

Lunches
Can all Junior parents ensure their dinner money is paid and their accounts are credited before we return 
to school after half term.
We are aware some parents are waiting for refunds from Edwards and Blake. We have been pursuing this 
and continue to do so. Mrs Macdonald will be contacting them again after half term and we are looking 
into how we can speed this up. Whilst we apologise for the delay, this is out of our control. Please be 
assured we are doing all we can. 

Maths
If your child likes maths, or if they could just do with some extra practice, can we signpost you 
to https://corbettmathsprimary.com/5-a-day/
This is mainly suitable for years 5 and 6, so please take a look and see if your child can talk about any of 
the topics studied and if they have looked at them in class, they could try them at home. It is all free for 
you to access
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Home learning support
Many of our parents support their children with their learning at home and we know that those who 
practise their reading, times tables and other learning at home make better progress over time than 
those who do not. Children need practise and repetition and to revisit their learning often.
Lately, we have noticed fewer children are completing their learning at home.
Please support your child to:

∑ Read at least three times a week. Five would be better, but three is a minimum. Please write in 
their reading record book. Reading, as we tell the children, is the key to success.

∑ Take a quiz at the end of each book in Junior School. The accelerated reader program tells us how 
much the children have read over time and if they are making good progress. Some of our children 
are not taking enough quizzes or reading enough books.

∑ Practise Times Table Rockstars on line if your child has access to this in Years 1-6. It is evident 
from our recall tests that many children are not practising their tables, and good recall of tables 
is a vital part of maths success now and in the future. There is a guide to multiplication on the 
website for parents. https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/curriculum/mathematics-
2/multiplication-guide/

∑ Practise spellings if your child has these or their phonic sounds
∑ Thank you for your support with the children's learning

Exciting Events on the website!
Girls Football Wednesday 22nd January - https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/01/girls-football-
wednesday-22nd-january/
Year 5 South America Day - https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/01/south-america-day/
Spring 1 2020 KS1 Gymnastics Festival - https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/01/spring-1-2020-
ks1-gymnastics-festival/
Julia Edwards Author Visit January 2020 - https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/01/julia-edwards-
author-visit-january-2020/
Year 2 Shabbat – Spring Term 1 2020 - https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/02/year-2-shabbat-
spring-term-1-2020/
Spring 1 in Reception - https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/02/spring-1-in-reception-2/
NSPCC Workshop - https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/02/nspcc-workshop/
Year 6 Football Tournament – February 2020 - https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/02/year-6-
football-tournament-february-2020/
Sign2Sing 2020 - https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/02/sign2sing-2020/

Joanna Pedlow

Dates to Remember!

Please keep these dates safe and add them to your diaries and calendars. These are events 
currently planned and they could change. Further activities will also be added. 

Spring term
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Friday 14th February School closes at 3.15pm Infants/3.25 Juniors for half term

Half Term

Monday 24th February School opens at 8.45am for children
Monday 9th March On line booking for Parent/Teacher consultations 

opens 7pm. We would like to see al parents/carers.   
Please note appointments are 10 minutes each. 

Wednesday 11th March 10.20am LT1 class assembly
Thursday 12th March Spring Term Report cards sent home
Friday 13th March Federation Science Day
Wednesday 18th March 4-7 pm Parent consultations 
Tuesday 24th March 9.30-11.30am Pre-school activity morning 
Wednesday 25th March 10.20am ICR class assembly
Wednesday 25th March 2.15-3pm End of KS1 assessment meeting for Year 2 parents
Thursday 26th March 4-7 pm Parent consultations
Wednesday 1st April School closes for Easter break 3.15 pm 

Infants/3.25 Juniors


