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Class Attendance Award
We are looking at the classes with the top attendance in each class each week.

Infant School Junior School
Week beg 10th February 99.62% LT1 100% CP3
Week beg 24th February 100% DC1 100% FB3 & RL5
Week beg 2nd March 99.68% KT2 97.93% LJ4

Book Week 2020
We focused our federation Book Week on the book ‘Inside the Villains’. This book was a wonderful 
stimulus to start our week and had the children captivated by the mechanical elements and moving parts! 
Each year group planned for some amazing activities and learning opportunities based around this book 
and the final products are brilliant!
‘It is wonderful to have these opportunities in the school year to inspire children to have a love of reading 
and encourage children to realise that they can aspire to become authors, poets or illustrators for their 
future careers!’

Reception 
The children in Reception have been reading the Wolf section of the book 'Inside the Villains.' We read 
the story of 'The Wolf and the seven little Goats' and talked about what we thought a villain was. We 
read about the Wolf's strengths and weaknesses and we enjoyed talking to our learning partners about 
our own. We have also been very busy reading wolf themed books and taking part in a variety of crafts.

Year 1 
Year one children enjoyed exploring the villain characters in books this week. Their 
work was based around the wolf character and they listened to stories with wolves and 
other villains in. The children had to invent their own villain animal character and looked 
at words that might be used to describe them and what their qualities might be. The 
children also enjoyed sharing books with children in Year 4.

Year 2 
Year 2 looked closely at the three villains in the book and thought about villains they knew of from other 
texts. Throughout the week the children worked towards creating a whole class book based on villains 
they have read about. They researched their villain using the kindles and thought carefully about their 
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strengths, weaknesses and other attributes. Each child had to plan and make the character by thinking 
about moving parts and how these could be secured. Some children created pockets for implements, like 
the Giant, some children made tabs to hide things under, like the witch and some children made parts to 
pull out, like the Wolf’s stomach! By the end of the week the children had created the most marvellous 
class book and shared this with year 3 on Friday.

Year 3 
During book week, Year 3 shared a story with year 2. The children took it in turns to read to each other 
and ask questions about the stories they were reading. We also created our own villain in DT, based on the 
villains in the book we focused on for the week. Year three created a wanted poster in English based 
around their own witch, using adjectives to describe them. In maths, we made a bar chart of our 
favourite villains in each class. The children collected the data and created a bar chart from this, both in 
their maths books and on Excel.

Year 4 
During book week, Year 4 shared a story with year 1, children took it in turns to read to each other and 
ask questions about the stories they were reading. We also created many villainous top trumps cards. 
Year 4 got creative with story cubes and made some fantastic finger puppets. We also enjoyed using 
these to create a puppet show

Year 5 
Year 5 really enjoyed the chosen text, “Inside the Villains” by Clotilde Perrin. We used hot seating and 
questioning techniques to try to find out more about the characters’ feelings and motives. We studied 
their fact-files carefully and used that format to introduce the character that they had made up. These 
were presented very carefully to compile a class book. For DT we explored ways to make flaps, pockets, 
levers and pop-ups and then we developed these to create our own characters to add to the class books

Bedtime stories 
The children of both schools were able to attend the Federation annual Bedtime stories event. The 
children and their families came back to school in their pyjamas and with blankets and teddies to share 
stories, relax and listen to school staff reading and performing some of their favourite texts. For 
pictures please see the website https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/03/book-week-spring-term/

Year 4 RE Trip
Year 4 recently went on an educational visit to the Mosque and the Cathedral in Norwich. The visit 
enabled them to see the similarities between different faiths, but most importantly to understand people 
may have different beliefs but we all deserve to be treated with respect and understanding. This is a 
really important thing for children (and adults!) to be able to do. By understanding each other and 
different beliefs we ensure that we can all respect everyone, regardless of their religion. This fits in 
with our PATHS rule of treat others as you wish to be treated.
What is also pleasing is that the Year 4 team were delighted with the exemplary behaviour of the Year 4 
children on the trip to the cathedral and mosque. They were all very responsible and sensible. They 
demonstrated very good road sense and were fascinated by the two religions and places of worship. At 
the cathedral, a member of the public approached one of the staff members to comment on the 
respectful behaviour of the children whilst touring the cathedral with their guides. The guides too, were 
most complimentary on the children's behaviour, both at the mosque and the cathedral.
We are pleased the children were able to behave so maturely and sensibly, whilst also learning about 
others and getting an insight into two religions. Thank you to our parent volunteers who joined us. We 
would not be able to run our trips without there valuable support. 
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PATHS
We are proud of the PATHS work we deliver across the federation and the way it supports the children 
in their personal and social development. When we send home Compliment sheets with the children please 
use this as a chance to talk about the compliments they have received from other children and the adults 
in their classrooms and also to think of an appropriate compliment for your child to share with them and 
send back into school. Receiving compliments and learning how to compliment another person is a very 
important part of developing our children to be part of their class and school community so please think 
carefully about what you put. .

Cross Country Finals
Well done to our two boys who went to the Cross Country finals. Seth in Year 3 and Oliver in Year 5 made 
it through the heats to compete against children form across Norfolk. That’s a tremendous achievement. 

Plant to Plate reminder
Just a reminder that we are collecting the plant to plate tokens form the EDP to get gardening equipment 
for the schools. If you or anyone you know has any tokens, please send them in to either school. 

Parent Consultations 
Please note the booking system has opened as you were informed previously. We would like to see all 
parents/carers so please do book your appointment. We are aware some parents had an additional meeting 
about their child with Mrs Coy and the class teacher recently, so please check with the teacher if you 
need to attend. 
We currently have around 65% of parents booked for both schools. 

Staff Changes
We have a couple of staff changes. 
Miss Wheeler, one of our Infant MSAs, left us last week to try out new opportunities. We thank her for 
the work she has done and the kindness she has shown the children during her time with us. We are 
recruiting for new MSAs currently and will let you know when we have them. 
Mrs Hughes, one of our administrative team, is also moving on to a new role at another school. She has 
been with us since we formed the federation and has always been very supportive in working across the 
two schools and in providing a supportive, understanding and listening ear for everyone who has needed it. 
We wish her well in her new role.
We will be appointing someone for this role soon. In the meantime, as we will only have one staff member 
in the office, it would be much appreciated if you could ensure that you ring in promptly if your child is 
absent so we do not have to spend time ringing for a reason and ensure your child has all of their 
belongings when they come to school. If you have any messages, you can always tell staff on the door in 
the morning. Thankyou for your support in this transition time 

Thorpe Woodlands
Year 6 had a fantastic time at Thorpe Woodlands on their residential. They had a variety of activities 
including the high ropes, climbing, caving, night time walks and camp fires. We were really pleased to see 
the children trying new things and supporting each other with the activities, and complimenting others for 
trying new things.
They have all shown they can make their own beds and keep their rooms tidy, so there is no excuse for 
them not to do this at home now! 
Thank you to all of the adults who went on the trip and made it possible for the children.
We are already looking ahead to the visit for the next year, and looking at an alternative venue to 
compare it and make sure we get the best value for parents and the most exciting activities for the 
children! This does not mean we are unhappy with the current venue as the staff are amazing and so 
supportive, but we always want to make sure we have the best for our children and families. 



Lunch Money
Thank you to all of the parents who are prompt in paying for their lunches at Juniors. However, we still 
have a small number of parents/carers who are not paying in advance and we really would appreciate your 
support in ensuring they are paid for promptly. This would mean the office staff have time to dedicate to 
helping the children in school and not chasing payments. Thank you. 

Exciting Events on the website!
Sign2Sing 2020 - https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/02/sign2sing-2020/
Learning how Jewish People celebrate Purim! – Spring Term 1 2020 -
https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/02/learning-how-jewish-people-celebrate-purim-spring-term-
1-2020/
KS1 Rugby Festival – 10th March 2020 - https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/2020/03/ks1-rugby-
festival-10th-march-2020/
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Dates to Remember!

Please keep these dates safe and add them to your diaries and calendars. These are events 
currently planned and they could change. Further activities will also be added. 

Spring term

Thursday 12th March Spring Term Report cards sent home
Friday 13th March Federation Science Day
Wednesday 18th March 4-7 pm Parent consultations
Monday 23rd March Junior School Class Photos 
Monday 23rd March 9.30-11.30am Pre-school activity morning 
Wednesday 25th March 10.20am ICR class assembly
Wednesday 25th March 2.15-3pm End of KS1 assessment meeting for Year 2 parents
Thursday 26th March Infant School Class Photos 
Thursday 26th March 4-7 pm Parent consultations
Wednesday 1st April School closes for Easter break 3.15 pm 

Infants/3.25 Juniors


