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June Newsletter 
Welcome to our June newsletter, which is for sharing news of things that are happening and things we want to share. 

 

Reading Success! 

We continue to promote reading as one of the most important skills a child can learn. The children know from 

assemblies and our teaching, that reading opens up the world of learning and is the best way to improve outcomes for 

all children throughout their education and lives. It is vital to read regularly and to be able to interpret what you 

read. But maybe the most important thing about reading, is that it is enjoyable!  There are so many books available 

free on line that anyone can read. There are books you can download, audible books you can listen to and all for free. 

Sharing a story at bedtime with your child has an enormous impact on their development, it improves their vocabulary, 

it improves their listening skills and it opens up a whole new world to them, whatever their age. 

 

So it gives us great pleasure to be able to share we have had several children who have become ‘Accelerated Reader 

Word Millionaires’. The accelerated reader programme that we use in the junior school has a word count for every 

book read and quizzed on. Once you have read a million words, you become a word millionaire.  

 

Our word millionaires this year so far are: 

Class Word Millionaires 

FB3 Wren     1,709, 372 words (may) 

LJ4 
Arthur   1, 787, 086 words(May) 

Emily     1,239, 277 words(May) 

TH4 
Mark      1,282,121 (Dec) 

              1,199,744 words (June) 

AR5 Ruby      1,331,916 words. (May) 

RL5 Isabelle 1,652, 156 words.(May) 

GG6 Willow   1, 061, 629 (June) 

KH6 Haidee  1, 065, 256 words. (May) 

WS6 
Amelia  1,966, 689 words.(May) 

             1,253,115 words (June) 

 

Congratulations to all of them. They have had their special certificates delivered to celebrate their achievements. 

Please continue to support your child with daily reading. It is vital for all children. Year 6 children should be reading 

regularly to prepare them for high school and its expectations. We hope to see some more word millionaires soon.  
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Ready, Steady, Cook 

Mrs Sutterby and Mrs Traferri put together an historical cookbook, full of recipes through the ages. It is on the 

website and can be found here: https://www.toftwood.norfolk.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Federation-

Online-Historical-Cook-Booklet.pdf  

This is a great way to link design and technology with different periods through history. 

The top favourite recipe currently is the Anglo Saxon honey oat cakes. We have seen lots of photos of this, but sadly 

not tasted it! The good news here is people have found using ordinary flour is as successful than using plain flour. If 

you bake any of the recipes, do share a picture with us on our twitter page.  

 

Physical Education 

Lots of the children have been participating in the virtual events run by the school sports’ partnership. So far, we 

have seen some excellent physical and sporting efforts from Finn and some rugby from Ben. You can join in with the 

FUNS programme and other events. Details on the website. Mrs Chapman and Mrs Rathi will keep us up to date with 

all sporting opportunities.  

 

Maths Challenges 

Mrs Smith’s maths challenges are going down a treat! They give you opportunities to try out new things and you’re 

your problem skills to the test. What we look for when we teach maths is everyone’s ability to explain their answer, 

which shows they understand the maths behind the problem. We have seen some fabulous examples, including Sophie 

in LJ4 who was using her teddies to help her find the answer. Mrs Smith loves maths, but more importantly, she loves 

to see children enjoying and succeeding in maths!  

 

Building Improvements 

We always want our children to have the best possible environment to learn in, so we have had a few improvements 

this term. Water heaters have been added to all classrooms with no direct hot water source, the office entrance 

area has been refurbished with decorating and a new carpet at the Infant school following water damage and we have 

had some decorating work carried out across the schools.  

 

Staff Changes 

As always, we have some staff changes. Some of which we have shared, but here is the full list. 

Miss Skinner, one of our Year 4 teachers, left at the end of the Spring term to relocate to the North east with her 

partner. We know she found it a difficult decision, but it was right for her and we are happy to say she has found a 

new post there already. We thank Miss Skinner for her dedication and enthusiasm towards the federation and the 

children in her time with us, and wish her all the best in her new school. Mr Hardy is overseeing the class for the rest 

of this term.  

Mrs Nichols, one of our Infant teachers, left us at the beginning of April. Mrs Nichols had been with us for many 

years and showed tremendous dedication to the children and the federation. She decided that it was time for a new 

challenge, and we look forward to hearing about what she does next. We are very thankful to Mrs Nichols for all she 

did over the years for us and hope she is happy in her new role, whatever that may be.  

Mrs Reeve, one of our Infant teachers, is retiring at the end of the Summer term. Mrs Reeve has been with us for 

over 20 years, and has taught so many children, including maybe some of you who are now parents! Mrs Reeve shows a 

total commitment to the children she works with, she has a very calm and caring nature and it is always a pleasure to 

see her working with a group of children. She will be much missed by all of us, nothing is too much trouble for Mrs 

Reeve and she is always willing to do anything that is asked of her. We are sorry to see her leave, but we wish her a 

happy and well deserved retirement.  

Mrs Shaw, one of our Junior TAs, leaves us today to take up a new role doing something completely different. Mrs 

Shaw had a wealth of knowledge across the age ranges, having worked with children from Nursery upwards in her 

career and this was really valuable in her work with a range of children across the years. Mrs Shaw was also a vital 

part of the Year 6 residentials, attending with both groups that went and staying for the whole week, come rain or 

shine! We thank her for all that she did for the children and the federation and wish her good luck in her next steps.  

Mrs Martin, one of our Junior MSAs has also left us. Mrs Martin has worked for the school for many years and was 

always looking at how we could make the best of lunchtimes for the children. She particularly enjoyed doing lunchtime 

sports, including football, with the children and made sure she got to know them all as individuals. We hope she is able 

to put her feet up and enjoy a rest after so many years walking the playgrounds and fields. Thank you Mrs Martin for 

all you did for the children and the school.  

 

We are pleased to say, we have two new teachers joining us in September. Miss Degning and Miss Lawson will be 

joining us as class teachers and we look forward to working with them.  
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Dojo certificates 

It is good to see so many children earning their dojo points which they then are awarded with certificates for. We 

are still waiting for our first child to get 200 dojo points for the special certificate which will be awarded, so keep up 

the good work!  

 

Congratulations! 

We are very pleased to be able to share with you that Mrs Rudd, one of our Assistant Heads, is having her second 

baby in September! Congratulations to her and her husband, and to Ruby who will become a big sister.  It is lovely to 

be able to share this with you.  

 

Quiz 

We hope you enjoyed the Federation Family Quiz that was put online. Thanks to Mr Hardy for coming up with the idea 

and organising it and to all of the staff who contributed to it. We hope you all did well, and maybe found out 

something new from it.  

 

 

Best wishes to you all 

 
Joanna Pedlow  

 


