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23rd July 2020  

End of year newsletter  

Dear parents and carers 

 

What a year we have had. None of us could have imagined at the start of the school year what would unfold and what we 

would have to contend with! It was a difficult time for everyone, and the impact of coronavirus will continue to be seen in 

the next academic year too, so we will be working hard to maintain routine and a feeling of school being a safe and happy 

space for the children, families and staff throughout this time.   

 

We know the home learning concept has not been an easy one, and it has been different for each and every family. There 

is no one solution that would have been the right one for everyone, so we did our best to provide a wide range of 

activities that were flexible and could work around whatever time or expertise families had to give to it. We were so 

impressed with the ways in which children were learning at home, the creativity shown by families and the work that the 

children produced. The work submitted on tapestry and dojo showed a real commitment from families and children. It 

was lovely to hear of all the different things the children had been doing. 

 

We have seen some real progress with those children who have been reading regularly. There have been many children 

who have read and quizzed on accelerated reader in years 3-6, and we hope they have enjoyed reading new books, finding 

new authors and extending their reading experiences. We always tell the children reading is the key to their future, once 

you can read you can do so many things and be an excellent learner for life. It would really help all children to read, be 

read to and to listen to audiobooks throughout the holidays to give them the best start when they return to school.  

 

Many children also embraced the TT rockstars challenges and those set on purple mash or other online platforms. They 

are really beneficial as children can work on most of these independently and teachers can see immediately who has been 

working on which areas. These are available throughout the summer, and again, it will really help your child to have a good 

start to the new term if they continue to work on these for a short time each week.  

 

Some parents have asked about what else they can do in the holidays, and therefore we would suggest buying a ‘propellor 

rapid recall’ board, which is a board we use in maths in school from Year 1 to Year 6. It is simple to use and uses a dry 

wipe pen so it is fully reuseable. There are different boards for each year group, so choose the one best suited for your 

child. This is something we use on a regular basis in school. There is even a website you access to give you all the answers!  

You can find details on https://www.propeller.education/product-category/learning-at-home/  They do provide endless 

learning opportunities and really help children remember and embed the mathematical skills they need. You can also buy 

the white rose linked power maths home editions if you wish https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/power-

maths/summer-home-edition/  

However, we are not saying this is necessary, simply responding to those who have asked.  

 

So, a huge thankyou to parents and carers for their support and understanding throughout this lockdown period,  

to the children who have been working hard, to the keyworker and bubble children who adapted extremely quickly to new 

buildings, new staff, new classes and to the staff who worked throughout this in different contexts, buildings and with a 

range of year groups. Thankyou all. Thank you also to the families who sent in kind and thoughtful messages and gifts, 

they have been much appreciated.  
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Staff goodbyes and hellos 

Just to keep up to speed, this term, before the end of term we said goodbye to: 

Mrs Nicholls, one of our Infant teachers 

Mrs Shaw, one of our Junior TAs 

Mrs Martin, one of our Junior MSAs 

 

At the end of term we also said good bye to: 

Mrs Reeve, one of our Infant teachers (after 22 years of dedicated service!)  

Mrs Last, one of our Infant TAs 

Mrs Ellis, one of our Junior TAs 

 

We wish them all well for the future and thank them for all they have done for the children and the school.  

 

Mrs Jessop, one of our Junior TAs rejoined us from maternity leave at the end of term 

Miss Parsons rejoined us following a long period of illness at the end of term 

It is good to have them back. 

 

Mrs Rudd finishes now for her maternity leave, with her new arrival due in September. We wish her, her husband Rob 

and their daughter Ruby lots of happiness as they wait to become a family of four.  

 

In September we say hello to: 

Miss Lawler who will be teaching Year 4 

Miss Degning who will be teaching Year 1 

Mrs Malone who will be teaching Year 3  

 

We look forward to working with them, and hope they enjoy becoming a part of our team.  

 

 

September 2020 

Yesterday we emailed lots of information about the new school year. Please make sure you read it and note what is 

relevant to you. It is a starting point, and we know it may need to be reviewed. In fact, we have changed the two 

powerpoints already as there were some errors and we have made them easier to follow. Apologies for any inconvenience.  

 

What we will do is add updates to the website in future and send you the link to the website as this is a more efficient 

way of sharing such information, rather than sending you lots of attachments. So please always go to the September 

information on the website for the latest versions. When info is updated, we will post on our twitter page.  

 

We have to stagger the start and leaving times, and unfortunately we cannot change these for individuals as they are in 

place for a reason. 

 

We have given Hoots the go ahead to operate in the new school year, and they will contact parents/carers directly about 

the arrangements there. We have told the manager some Junior children will finish at 3.15pm, so they are aware of the 

need to work with the new timings.  

 

Please keep your eye on the website and the twitter page for updates. Please do read the routines for parents document 

as it has explicit information about uniforms, PE kit, lunchboxes etc that you need to know before you make any 

purchases.  

 

We wish you all a happy and safe summer holiday and we look forward to having our whole school community back 

together in September. 

 

With best wishes 

 

Joanna Pedlow  


