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Newsletter 2 – 18th September 2020  

 

What a busy week!  

Another week, another newsletter! We know some people may think ‘ another email’ but what we want to 

do is keep you informed so nothing is missed. Things change all the time in terms of guidance, or things 

that do not work, so we want to keep you updated.  

 

This has been a busy week with everyone in and back together. The children have been fantastic through 

this, and have quickly learnt and adapted to the new rules and expectations which are designed to keep 

everyone as safe as possible. Thank you to everyone who has supported this and ensured their child has 

everything we have requested. In doing this you are helping maintain a safer environment for us all and 

modelling to children that we have rules for a reason and why we should all follow them.  

 

Class activity 

It has been amazing to do a walk past of all of the classes and see how quickly the children have settled 

back into a learning routine. Their focus after such a long period of absence is to be commended, and it is 

a pleasure to see them back into the expectations for learning.  

 

Social distancing to and from school 

We have had a concern raised about parents/carers not socially distancing on the paths to and from 

school. Obviously, we have no control over this, and everyone needs to be responsible for their own 

actions and adhere to social distancing so people do not feel they need to walk in the road etc.  

We would suggest that if you are walking from the Shipdham Road end to the Junior School & beyond eg 

Shipdham Road             Infants           Juniors             Jewsons           Thurlow Nunn and beyond  

That you use the paths closest to the schools  

 

If you are walking from the opposite way, from the Thurlow Nunn garage at the end of Westfield Road, 

e.g. 

Thurlow Nunn            Jewsons            Juniors           Infants            Shipdham Road  

That you use the path furthest away from the schools. 

 

Morning drop off 

The morning drop off is overall a calm and successful routine and we are so pleased with those the 

children have taken it in their stride.  

We do just ask that you leave as soon as you have dropped off, and don’t stand to watch children going in 

as this causes congestion on the paths and guidance says to avoid this.  
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When coming to Infants, please do not walk on the road outside the barrier at the gates, it is there for a 

reason and this is to keep you safe. 

 

If dropping children in years 1-6 and also have a Reception children, please do not congregate around the 

gates. If you can then please cross the road with the lollipop man and wait on the opposite side of the 

road. We are required to have staggered starts in line with guidance to maintain distancing as much as 

possible.  

 

Children in Years 1-6 need to be in school by 8.55 am. This does not mean arrive at school by 8.55, but be 

in their classroom.  

 

If you only have a Reception child, please do not arrive before 9am.  

 

Please note that from Monday 21st September, the Reception arrival times will only be 9-

9.10am.Children need to be in by 9.10am or the gates will be locked. 

 

A huge well done to all of the Reception children for their first full week. We know they are tired by 

Friday, but they will soon get used to the routines and it will get easier for them. It has been lovely to 

see them all playing and learning together.  

 

End of day collection 

Thank you so much for your support with the end of day collection, we are able to dismiss the children 

quickly, which reduces your contact time around other adults.  

It would be even quicker if all adults collecting would hold up a card or piece of A4 paper with their child ’s 

name on it. Please can you do this if you are able.  

Thank you to everyone for wearing a face mask on collection, unless exempt. It is another measure to 

keep us all as safe as possible.  

 

Please note, from Monday, Reception will leave at 2.50 and all Reception parents/carers without older 

children must be allowed to leave before parents of children from Year 1 and 2 come onto the playground. 

Please do not come onto the playground before this time if your child is in Year 1 or 2. If you are 

collecting a child in Reception, please be prompt as we need them all to have been collected on time so 

parents/carers can then come onto the main playground. 

 

Parking 

As always, we have had comments from parents about the parking, but we cannot do anything about this 

except to ask you all to park carefully and considerately at all times and walk if possible. Please be 

considerate to our neighbours and do not park in or block their driveways and please be patient. Better to 

wait a minute or two than risk a child’s life. Thankyou 

 

Lunches –change for Infant school  

Please remember that from Monday, Infant children can order either a school hot lunch or a school 

packed lunch. All Infant children are entitled to this free of charge.  

Please do not message us to say which your child is having, we would not be able to manage all those 

messages. Make sure your child knows what to order as that is what they will be given. If they are 

confused and do not have a packed lunch with them, we will order the hot meal as a rule. Go through with 

them that it is either school hot, school packed or own meal if they bring a lunchbox.  

Both meals will be served in line with what is on the menu, and cannot accommodate personal preferences 

unfortunately.  

 

New staff  

We have been recruiting new staff for both schools to support us in the new way of working and to 

replace staff who have left. 

 



   
 

Mr Johnson joins us in the Infant office from next week. He will be responsible for answering the phone, 

responding to your questions, attendance, absence and a range of other things. Thank you for your 

support in helping him to settle and your understanding if he has to refer to another staff member 

initially to answer your queries.  

 

We also have some new MSAs joining us over the next few weeks: 

Mrs Gunton, Mrs Staff and Mrs Billing will be joining us at the Infant School.  

Miss F Brown, Mrs Barnard and Mrs Lane will be joining us at the Junior School.  

 

We look forward to working with them all.  

 

Mrs A Thompson 

We are sad to say that Mrs Alison Thompson is leaving us as our Parent Support Adviser. She has been a 

source of superb support and guidance for so many families over the years, and has shown a tireless 

commitment to her role with us. She leaves us on the 9th October to take up a full time role in a local high 

school. We wish her well in her new role.  

 

This does not leave us with sufficient time to appoint a new staff member for when she leaves, but we are 

looking at this currently and will have someone in post to liaise with and support parents as soon as we 

practically can. In the meantime, if you have any questions, you can ring a range of people for advice and 

support.  

Just one number (school nurse and health advice) 0300 300 0123 

National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 200  0247 

Victim Support 0808 168   9111 

Cruse bereavement 0800 808 1677 

Samaritans 116 123 

 

You may also continue to ring us and we will signpost you to an organisation that can help you, or just 

provide a listening ear.  

 

Isolation planning 

Teachers are working on planning for the children with clear links that you can access at home from the 

Oak National Academy if your child has symptoms of COVID and you are isolating in line with guidance.  

Each week, the weekly plans will be put on the website so you can access them without needing to ask for 

any work. The plans will link directly to the skills being taught in school that week so children continue 

their sequence of learning as closely as possible and do not carry out tasks in isolation.  

The link on the website is: https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/corona-virus-information/weekly-

curriculum-plans-for-parent-use/  

 

In addition to this, please read with your child, practice spellings if they have them, access numbots or 

TT rockstars if they have access to this and practice basic maths skills.  

 

The Corbett five a day is free online for daily maths practice. You could purchase workbooks if you wish, 

but the five a day are free of charge. The link is: https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/primary/  

 

If you wish to, you could purchase a propeller rapid recall board, which we use daily with the children in 

Years 1-6. All you need is the board and a whiteboard pen and there are endless hours of practice.  

The link for this is: https://www.propeller.education/product/rapid-recall-single-packs/  

There is one board per year group, and you can buy more than one board for the future or it is cheaper to 

maybe buy with friends and split the cost.  

 

In addition to all of this, the learning websites we shared during lockdown are still available and on the 

website. The link for this is: https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/corona-virus-information/learning-

websites/  

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/corona-virus-information/weekly-curriculum-plans-for-parent-use/
https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/corona-virus-information/weekly-curriculum-plans-for-parent-use/
https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/primary/
https://www.propeller.education/product/rapid-recall-single-packs/
https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/corona-virus-information/learning-websites/
https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/corona-virus-information/learning-websites/


   
 

 

Accelerated Reader  

If your child is isolating, you can check if the books you have at home are on Accelerated Reader if your 

child is in Years 3-6. The link to do this is https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/  

We have removed the function for children to take the quizzes at home, and children will be taking these 

in school. If they are off, they can quiz when they return.  

Clarification on when to test  

Please look on the September information on the website for the flow chart to tell you if you do or do not 

need a test and what to do if you are not sure about symptoms your child or family member has. 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/september-2020-information/  

 

All staff are being vigilant to the three symptoms that are recognised by the Government and NHS 

 A high temperature 

 A new, continuous cough 

 A loss or change in taste or smell 

 

These are the three reasons you would get a test. It would only be for the person or persons with the 

symptoms, and not everyone in the household. However, if one person in the household has symptoms, 

then everyone has to isolate in line with given advice.  

 

Please note the symptom of a new,continuous cough. We know that children with asthma have a distinct 

type of ‘cough’, and it is not generally new or continuous or in line with the description of a COVID 

symptom. We are following all given advice on COVID, including consulting with NHS professionals, but if 

your child does have asthma and you are concerned, it may be advisable to discuss it with your asthma 

nurse or surgery and keep us informed. We know in the damp, cooler weather, asthmatic symptoms can be 

more intense, so it is really important that every child’s asthma is well controlled. Please do speak to your 

nurse or GP. Please also make sure their asthma care plan we have is up to date and inhalers are in school. 

We work closely with the asthma teams to ensure we follow the correct advice. Please rest assured we 

are doing all we can to keep everyone as safe as possible in line with the guidance given.  

 

Thank you all for our continued support, it is much appreciated. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Joanna Pedlow  

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/
https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/september-2020-information/

