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Newsletter 3 – 19th October 2020 
 

First half term round up 

It is hard to believe that we are near the end of our first half term all back together. So much work and 

preparation went into planning for the return, but until we all came back it wasn’t clear how well it would 

work.  

So far, all seems to be going well and we are so very grateful and appreciative for the support of 

parents/carers, children and staff in making the new systems work. We know some things are different 

or maybe a little inconvenient, especially with staggered start and finish times, but we have to do 

everything we can to minimise risk and to keep everyone as safe as we possibly can, because coronavirus is 

very much still here. The safety of everyone in our community is or prime concern, so even if you don’t 

agree with some of the things in place, we thank you for supporting them in order to make sure we are all 

doing all we can. 

The children settled in very quickly following such a long break from in school learning. Teachers and 

support staff have been assessing them, looking where gaps in learning are and planning to ensure these 

gaps are filled. Staff have been very pleased with the progress children have made overall since our 

return, and we have certainly seen some fabulous examples in books of progress from week one to now.  

Each year group is updating their page on the website also, so look out for some information there.  

So, thank you to everyone for working together for the benefit and safety of everyone. It is much 

appreciated.  

We had an end of term zoom assembly today for the whole federation and it was so exciting to see all of 

the children at once across the two schools, but also to hear some good news about their learning from 

every class. Successes were celebrated including everything from coming in nicely, sitting well and 

listening, to excellent persuasive writing, art work, PE and maths retrieval. It really is a pleasure to hear 

of everything that has been taking place in our Federation this term so far.  

 

Recycling and Pollution Prevention Week 

We are so pleased with the children’s enthusiasm with the Recycling and Pollution Prevention Week 

competition.  We are now approaching 30 entries across the Federation, so for that many carbon-busting 

trees to be given out to the children is amazing. It is fantastic to see them thinking so hard about 

environmental issues. Well done to everyone who has entered and thank you to Mr Jacklin for providing 

the trees.  

 

MSA Vacancy 

We do have one remaining vacancy for an MSA. If you are interested please contact either office for an 

application form. You will need two work based references and a full DBS check and a formal interview.  
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Punctuality 

Please make sure that your child arrives on time in the mornings. It is really important at all times, but 

even more so now when we are trying to ensure that we have the children coming in through the correct 

entrances and avoid mixing with others.  

Children in Years 1-6 should be in school by 8.55. The gates open at 8.30 so there is plenty of time to 

ensure they are in when they need to be. 

Reception children’s gates open at 9 and they need to be in by 9.10.  

If children arrive out of this time, it means they are late for the beginning of their learning time and 

have an unsettled start to the day. It also disrupts the class as lunch orders have been made and the 

teacher has started the lesson. Latecomers then have to wash their hands, put their things away and get 

settled when everyone else has started their learning. 

If a child is late, we do not walk them through the schools and through the different year group areas, so 

a member of staff has to leave the children and come to an external gate to meet them, which takes 

them away from working with other children. So please, do ensure your child arrives on time for their 

time slot. Your support is much appreciated with this.   

 

Ukelele 

As we are trying to minimise staff moving between classes and year groups, this term Mr Hardy has been 

working in Year 3. One of the benefits of this is that Mr Hardy has been able to fulfil a long held dream 

to teach whole class ukulele! We invested in a brand new set of ukuleles so every child could play together 

and Year 3 have been so enthusiastic about their lessons. The children are loving their whole class ukulele 

lessons. They have learnt to name the parts of the uke (and never to touch the tuning pegs) to do the 

'thumb brush strum', pick individual strings and even the banjo picking technique. It's become a real 

highlight of the week!  

 

Class videos 

Each teacher/teaching pair is making a short video to tell you how the term is going and the exciting 

things that their class have been doing this term. We hope this short update will allow you to re 

familiarise yourselves with what the teacher looks like and also to feel included in what is happening. 

These videos will be uploaded this week to either Tapestry (if your child is in Reception) or Dojo (If your 

child is in Years 1-6) 

 

PE for Years 1-6 

Thank you to everyone for supporting the new PE arrangements. Please ensure your child has a pair of 

trainers in a PE bag for after half term if they do not already. Some children have brought in plimsolls 

but these are not always suitable.  

 

School Photos 

We have had a couple of queries about school photos this year. The advice given is to not use communal 

spaces and not have unnecessary visitors in school. Looking at it, it is not sensible at this current time to 

have a photographer in school, and to have all children passing through the same area and sitting on the 

same seat etc. We appreciate this may be disappointing to those who send the photos as Christmas 

presents, but we feel safety is the top priority currently. Hopefully we can look at it again during the 

school year. Apologies for any disappointment caused.  

 

Year 5 and 6 Walking Home 

We know that increasing children’s independence for high school and the future is really important which 

is why we permit children in Years 5 and 6 to walk home alone with parental permission. 

However, a few of them have not been displaying appropriate behaviours during this time. Whilst in our 

uniform they are representing our school and their behaviour needs to reflect this.  

Please do talk to your child if they walk home alone about their behaviour, including: 

 Ensuring they are socially distancing from others 

 Ensuring they go straight home 

 Thinking about their language as they walk home 



  

 Ensuring they walk on the paths and not the road and cross with the Road Crossing patrol on 

School Lane and do not wander between cars further down the road 

Thank you for your support  

 

Parent Consultations and Learning Updates 

Teachers have been working to assess the children and plan effective next steps in their learning with 

them. From this, they are now writing your child’s Autumn term report card as we usually do.  

We will be sending these out on the 16th November, technology permitting, via pupil asset email to you.  

It will include a brief summary of where they are currently as well as how they have settled in. If we had 

any major concerns we would have already been discussing these with you, so it is a celebration of what 

they have achieved as well as pointing you to areas for improvement and how you can help at home.  

If once you have seen the class video and read your report there is anything on it you wish to discuss, 

then we will be opening our booking appointment system for parent consultations which will be on line this 

year as we cannot have parents/carers in school. Further information on this will follow separately, but we 

will be using the same booking system as always. Appointments will start at 3.45pm and the last 

appointment will be at 6.35. The system has a countdown clock, and each parent will be given one slot of 

ten minutes. Once the ten minutes is up, the appointment will automatically end.  

Remember, you only need to book an appointment if you have anything specific to the report you wish to 

discuss.  

We know lots of parents have been communicating through dojo and tapestry so may not have any 

questions to ask and this is fine.  

Full details will be sent separately including how to use the new system. Please note there are no 

additional times available and certain appointment times are very popular, so please do ensure you know 

when the booking system opens and get in quickly. All information will be emailed to you.  

We hope the system will still allow you the opportunity for a discussion whilst keeping everyone safe. 

Please do not try to book yet, the system is not open.  

 

Junior School Vandalism 

As you will have seen in a previous email, some mindless vandals came into the Junior site the weekend 

before last, in the early hours of the morning. They broke into the PE shed, took the equipment out, 

threw it all over the field and generally showed a complete lack of respect. We have found golf balls and 

golf clubs all the way round the site, including in Ted’s Den at the Infants.  

Following this, they took the golf clubs and smashed three of our security cameras causing hundreds of 

pounds worth of damage.  

The police came swiftly and are working on this at the moment and have copies of our CCTV and 

associated images. 

3 youths carried this out at 4.30am – some parent somewhere has to know their child was not at home at 

this time, or noticed mud on their shoes or pieces of the broken security camera on their clothing.  

We are devastated that anyone would think this was acceptable. What makes it feel much worse is these 

could be past pupils of ours that we have invested time in and supported.  

However, we would like to thank all of the parents and carers for their support at this difficult time. The 

offers of financial support and real concern were much appreciated. We will keep all of that in mind as we 

move forwards. We are so lucky to have such a supportive parent/carer community.  

 

Parking 

We got to page 3 of the newsletter before we mentioned it, but here we go.  

 

Once again we say: 

Please DO NOT 

 Park on the double yellow lines or the zig zags 

 Stop, even for a small amount of time, on the zig zags or double yellow lines to let someone 

out or collect them.  

 Let your child out of the car on the double yellow lines or the zig zags 

 Have any part of your car on the double yellow lines or the zig zags when waiting or parked 

This behaviour is dangerous and unacceptable and illegal.  



  

 

Sadly when we have asked people to move on, some of the responses have been unacceptable, ranging from 

hand gestures we wouldn’t want to explain in a school newsletter, to verbal abuse. We are doing this for 

the safety of the children, and although it would be much less stressful for staff to simply ignore such 

behaviours and not attempt to address them, the safety of our children is our priority, as we would hope 

it would be for others.  

There are no reasons good enough to explain this behaviour. Running late, it is raining, I won’t be long, I 

couldn’t see anywhere to park are not reasons to do this. Please walk where possible as we know some 

families drive from a short distance. Be prepared for the rain; get a waterproof coat, some wellies and an 

umbrella and work together please to ensure the safety of our children and keep traffic to a minimum. 

Please also do not turn around in the entrances to school as children are using these and crossing those 

paths. This week we saw a car do a five point turn when leaving, as they had decided they were facing the 

wrong way. They went up the kerb, reversed onto the kerb before driving off. We also had a near miss 

when people have been leaving parking spaces.  

We will continue to monitor and enforce the rules of the road for the safety of our children. It would be 

great if the small minority of people who are not following the rules could start from now on.  

We have spoken to the children in assembly today about where you can park and where you cannot, so 

they are aware of the rules also.  

 

Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service 

We have been made aware of a thread on social media discussing someone at the gates the week before 

last week taking photographs. As always, we do ask that if you have a concern or a question, you ask us, as 

the community facebook page will not hold the answer, just a whole host of opinions that will not have all 

of the facts.  

 

As you will I am sure be aware, if I or any staff member thought there was a cause for concern, it would 

be addressed. I did in fact speak to the ‘man’ in question whilst he was there.  

 

Adrian Buck is the School Crossing Patrol Manager and works for Norfolk Fire and Rescue. It was 

Adrian who was present and taking photographs.  

The purpose of his visit was to undertake a Covid-19 Location Risk Assessment following Mr Charles 

return to duties. He is the manager for the service.  

Part of his risk assessment includes locations photos, adding commentary to crossing locations and the 

potential risk with actions documented to overcome them. It also helps the service to have a visual 

reference for future queries etc. Having photos at the time the School Crossing Patrol is operating gives 

an accurate document to the operational considerations and needs. 

He has had DBS and Safeguarding checks etc. On the day he was wearing a high visibility coat and 

displaying his Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service (NFRS) credentials on the outside of his coat. To date he 

has undertaken almost 50 visits of this nature in a range of schools.  

School Crossing Patrols are managed by Adrian as part of Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service   

Whilst he was there, although not in his remit, he approached a vehicle and challenged a driver parking on 

the yellow zig zag lines, asking them if they thought it was the right thing to be doing. The driver did 

decide to move and park elsewhere!    

Clearly, Adrian has an official job to do, and part of that as explained is to document accurately the need 

for a crossing patrol at schools in times of cuts. He can only achieve this through photographs which are 

only shared for the purposes of his role and within the NFRS arena.  

We hope the conversation on the facebook page did not cause anyone any unnecessary worry. Rest 

assured, the safety of our children is always our prime concern and you can always ask if you have any 

questions.   

 

I have asked that in future if he attends, to give some advance warning so we can inform parents of the 

purpose of the visit and avoid any unnecessary confusion or concern.  

 

 

 



  

 

Uniform 

It is lovely to see all of the children so smart in their uniform. Please do ensure you are fully aware of the 

requirements as set out on the website.  

Hair bands etc should be in the school colours only (blue or white or black) and functional eg not for 

decoration only.  

Please note nail varnish, make up and jewellery should not be worn.  

Shoes should be black and should be flat eg no heels etc 

Full information can be found on the website 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/parents/school-uniform/  

 

Arrival and Leaving 

To continue to keep us as safe as possible, can we keep to the following: 

 Please wear a mask on the way to and from school. There isn’t enough space to socially distance on 

the paths and people are getting quite close.  

 Can Reception parents please NOT queue on the path on the side of the school before 8.55 am. If 

you drop off a Year 1 or 2 child first, please then cross the road with the lollipop man and wait 

opposite until 8.55 am when we shut the gates for the Year 1 and 2 so we keep the 

children/families separate.  

 Be respectful of those who may have waited later and don’t queue jump! Please socially distance 

when waiting.  

Thankyou for your ongoing support with these protective measures.  

 

Wedding news 

We are very pleased to say that Miss Thomas, one of our Year 1 teachers, is getting married on Friday! 

She has had to change her plans and guest list several times, but she is still very much looking forward to 

the big day. We wish Miss Thomas and her future husband Matt all the best for their married life 

together, and welcoming her back as the new Mrs Cudby. The class name will now change to LC1, just as it 

is on the playground.   

Congratulations and have a lovely day!  

 

Good news Phone Calls  

As part of our ongoing commitment to good home/school communication, once a week at least teachers will 

be ringing home with a good news phone call to a couple of families. Sometimes it may be other staff that 

make a call or send a message.  

There are always good things to share and sometimes it is nice to hear them, no matter what they are. It 

could be kindness to others, exceptional effort with a difficult task or subject, being a good role model 

or a personal improvement they have made. Listen out for them but be aware that they have up to 32 

children per class so it may be a little while before you receive one.  

 

Menu Change 

We are having a special bonfire lunch on the 5th November. 

The menu will be:  

Hotdog, chips and cucumber sticks followed by chocolate crackolet. 

or 

Vegetarian hotdog, chips and cucumber sticks followed by chocolate crackolet. 

School packed lunch -  sausage sandwich, mini sausage roll cucumber sticks followed by chocolate 

crackolet and a juice drink. 

School vegetarian packed lunch - cheese sandwich, cheese scone, cucumber sticks followed by chocolate 

crackolet and a juice drink. 

 

Order as usual on the day.   

 

 

 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/parents/school-uniform/


  

 

Half Term 

We hope you all have a lovely half term when it arrives. The children are ready now for a rest as they 

have worked hard. 

We know some of our children are keen to, or would benefit from, carrying on with some learning 

activities during the holidays, so please do ensure you know their log ins for MyMaths and TT Rockstars if 

they have them and other learning they can access on line. 

If you go to our website, there is learning for each year group we share weekly in case children are off. 

You could look at this and see if anything would help them with areas they are less confident in. 

 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/corona-virus-information/weekly-curriculum-plans-for-parent-

use/ 

 

Reading at home is also useful if possible. 

 

You know your children, do what is right for them to build on what they have achieved this term, to go 

over any learning so far or just to give them confidence if that is the right thing to do.  

 

Please also remember that staff also need a break following an intense first half term, so there is no 

expectation for them to read messages etc on dojo or tapestry during the holidays, but we will, of course, 

respond to any queries as soon as we are back. 

 

We finish school at the end of the day on Wednesday this week and re open at the usual morning times on 

Monday 2nd November.  

 

With grateful thanks for all of your support this half term, and for trusting us with the care of your 

children at a challenging time for everyone. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Joanna Pedlow  

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/corona-virus-information/weekly-curriculum-plans-for-parent-use/
https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/corona-virus-information/weekly-curriculum-plans-for-parent-use/

