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Newsletter November 2020  

Where has the time gone? 

It is hard to believe we are nearly at the end of November. We wanted to thank you for your support 

with everything we have in place to keep everyone as safe as possible. Your support with wearing masks on 

the school run, when dropping and collecting and all the other things we have put in place has been much 

appreciated. This has all helped us to keep our schools open for the children.  

Thank you also to those supporting safer parking around our schools, It is really making a difference as 

our top priority is keeping everyone safe.  

 

One thing we would request is that children arrive on time. Children in Years 1-6 should be in school by 

8.55 am and children in Reception should be in between 9 and 9.10 am. Children arriving late causes 

disruption across the schools. Staff have to leave their work and come to collect them from the front of 

the office and bring them round, and then the late children have to go and wash their hands, which 

disrupts the learning in class for the other children, especially if they sit near the sinks! Lunch orders 

then have to be amended also. Happily, the vast majority of our children are very punctual and we are 

very grateful for that.  

 

Christmas Cards 

Normally, we would have children bringing in Christmas cards from the beginning of December to share 

with others. As we continue our work to minimise the risk of infection, we will not be able to have the 

Christmas post box and deliver cards across the classes. So, this year please ONLY send in cards for your 

child’s own class. These should come in on a Monday or Tuesday morning, be put in the class post box and 

then they will be quarantined and given out on a Friday. Please do not send in cards for children in other 

classes to be given out at playtime or on the way to or from school. We know this may be disappointing for 

some, but please understand why we are doing this this year.  

Please also do not send in items to give out to your child’s class, for birthdays for example. We cannot 

distribute such items. 

Thank you for your understanding.   

 

Reading Millionaires  

Children can become a reading millionaire in Years 3-6 once they have read a million words on accelerated 

reader. Don’t worry – you don’t have to count them! The system knows how many words they have read for 

each book once they have quizzed on them. 

Our first two reading millionaires are Ruby in KH6 and Wren in LJ4. Congratulations to both of them for 

keeping up with their reading and achieving this milestone.  

We would like to be able to celebrate some more millionaires soon. Please do continue to encourage your 

child to read and to take their quizzes as reading is the key to all learning, as well as being enjoyable too!  
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Miss Paul  

Miss Paul, one of our Year 3 teachers, is leaving us at Christmas. Miss Paul relocated to Lincolnshire 

earlier this year and has been making that commute daily. Understandably, she now feels this is not 

sustainable and we know she has thought long and hard about the decision she has made but wanted to 

commit to the children for the first term. We thank her for her work with us, we are pleased to have 

supported her and worked with her at the beginning of her career and we wish her every success for the 

future.  

We have appointed a teacher to take over from her in January. Mrs Zoe Kim will be joining us. She has 

taught at schools in England and abroad and is currently teaching in another Norfolk school. Mrs Kim and 

Miss Paul will work together to ensure a smooth handover, along with Miss Thorne, the TA in the class, 

and Mr Hardy who teaches across Year 3. We look forward to working with her as a part of our team.  

 

Mrs Borgars  

Mrs Borgars, our Infant School secretary, is retiring at the end of term to spend more time with her 

family. Mrs Borgars has been with us for over 20 years now and seen hundreds of children come through 

our schools, including some who are now parents of children in our schools. After 20 years of answering 

calls with subjects ranging from forgotten coats to medical queries and everything in between, it is now 

time for her to relax and enjoy some time with her family and her grandchildren. We thank her for all she 

has done for the school, the children, the staff and the families and wish her well in the next adventures 

with her family.  

 

Children in Need  

To support ‘Children in Need’ this year the children were invited to send in photographs via Dojo and 

Tapestry of themselves dressed up in spots, Pudsey outfits and as key workers. We had so many fantastic 

photos to look through.  Well done to everybody for supporting such a great cause. As well as a special 

assembly to discuss the day, the school council voted on a wellbeing theme for the afternoon. Year groups 

took part in mindfulness colouring, yoga and relaxation activities. A fun time was had by all! Thank you to 

everyone who sent in donations to the Children In Need charity.  

 

Christmas Wreaths 

A huge thank you to all the children who participated in creating the Christmas wreaths for the Dereham 

trail. Mrs Hodges was overwhelmed with over 100 handprints and ended up making two wreaths! Miss 

McTavish had a steady stream of handprints arriving too. Look out for more details and photographs, 

which will be appearing on the website soon. We hope you will enjoy following the trail around Dereham 

and spotting your own handprint on the wreaths. Thank you to Mrs Hodges and Miss McTavish for 

organising this for us.  

 

School and Packed Lunches 

Can we just remind parents at the Junior School that you need to pay in advance for any school lunches 

for your child. Please make sure your account is in credit to save us having to ask for payment. This will 

free staff up to focus on looking after the children and making sure everything in school is running 

smoothly for them.  

With packed lunches, please remember that children should not have sweets in their lunch boxes or bars 

of chocolate as has always been the rule.  

Remember also it is a bottle of water only for in class drinking. Children can bring a carton of juice or 

squash to drink with their lunch if they have a school or packed lunch. Please do ensure you send your 

child’s water bottle in daily as the water fountains are closed currently.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

Parent Consultations 

This is the last call to sign up for a parent consultation on the two designated evenings. The booking 

closes at 7pm tonight (Wednesday)  

 

 Unfortunately, we cannot offer days and times outside of these given dates, and we can only offer 

appointments using the online service. We are not able to offer alternatives.  

This is the user guide supplied by the booking company https://parents-

booking.com/downloads/Video%20Call%20Information%20for%20Parents.pdf 

There is also a short YouTube video to guide you through the process, the link 

is  https://youtu.be/TlfC_BAF1yg 

  

For Junior School appointments please go to http://www.parents-booking.co.uk/toftwood 

For Infant School appointments please go to https://www.parents-booking.co.uk/toftwoodinfant 

 

In advance of the meeting, please do check you have fully read the user guide and watched the 

video so you can access the meeting. Timings are strictly ten minutes and the meeting will be ended 

after ten minutes.  

Please ring Mrs Flynn on 01362 694919 if you have any questions. Please make sure you know what to do 

well in advance of your appointment as we will not be able to offer further appointments. Log in 15 

minutes before your appointment and there will be a box that will say ‘join appointment.’ Click this and 

your appointment will start at the designated time. If the box is not there, you can ring the office for 

help but it will not appear until 15 minutes before your appointment.  

Poppy Appeal  

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Poppy Appeal and brought the Poppy items. We are pleased to 

say we raised a total of £868.50. At a time when fundraising is a challenge, this money will be of 

enormous benefit to the excellent work they do.  

 

Junior Admissions 

Norfolk county admissions have asked us to remind all Year 2 parents that they have to apply for a Junior 

School place.  

 

Cosmic Yoga at Home 

Mrs Ponder saw this online and thought it might be worth sharing with parents/carers if you 

wanted to do it at home - https://www.cosmickids.com/yogaquest/  
Children have to complete the different yoga sessions, which are accessible via the app or on 

You Tube and they can download a map and certificate. We do cosmic yoga sessions in school so 

the children may enjoy this at also.  

Good news from Year 2 

Year 2 wanted to share this with you as they are so pleased with the work they have seen form their 

children!  

Year 2 have been working hard at being reporters and writing newspaper reports about a possible sighting 

of the man on the moon! In English they watched a clip about Lily using a telescope to spot the elderly 

man on the moon. They researched about how newspaper reports are laid out using Neil Armstrong's 

space mission to the moon examples!  

Year 2 have also been CSI investigators to examine evidence about Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder plot. 

They had to write up an evidence report stating facts about if Guy Fawkes was guilty or framed for his 

crime! They did some wonderful cross-curricular writing for this.  

Keep up the good work Year 2 
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Wrong number caller!  

Please just check that you have the number for the right school when you call. We have had a few callers 

ring Juniors and want Infants, and as happy as we are to redirect you, we don’t want to waste your time or 

delay your call.  

 

Fabulous Maths Work 

The children across the federation have been doing some fabulous work in maths, and we have collected 

some which is going to be shared on our website soon. We are so impressed with how the children have 

really settled in to their learning, particularly in maths. Just look on maths events section of the website.  

This is the link: https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/curriculum/mathematics-2/maths-events/  

Regular practice of maths at home will really help your child, especially after a lockdown. We use Propeller 

Rapid Recall maths boards with Years 1-6 and the children really thrive with these. The children all know 

how to use them and you can log in to the website for the answers. You can buy these for home use:  

https://www.propeller.education/product/rapid-recall-single-packs/  

We also use Corbett Maths with the children. These resources are free and available on line. You can also 

use them with high school students. It gives you five questions every day for your child, which is excellent 

practice for them and helps their learning stick in their long term memory.  

In addition to the free resources, they also have resources you can buy if you wish, including revision 

cards and printed workbooks. 

https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/primary/  

 

Learning at Home 

Please remember if your child is off isolating for any reason, the work they need to access is on the 

website. You can submit work through class dojo (Years 1-6) or tapestry (Reception).  

The link for the work is: 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/corona-virus-information/weekly-curriculum-plans-for-parent-

use/  

 

COVID reminders 

Please do continue to follow all of the Government guidance for COVID to keep everyone safe in our 

community and to keep our schools open.  

Just the main headlines: 

If you, your child or anyone in your household has any of the three main symptoms, everyone in the 

household must isolate immediately. The person with symptoms should book a test. Drive through tests 

are available to book online and there is usually a quick turnaround for these, within 48 hours maximum. 

The link is: 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  

In these circumstances, children must not go to school, adults must not go to work and no one in the 

household can leave the house, even to pop to the shops. Everyone must isolate until a negative test result 

is obtained. We know that this is difficult, that people are affected financially by this, but these are the 

rules.  

If you are contacted by test and trace you must follow the isolation period given. You cannot get a test 

and return to normal activity if it is negative, you have to see out the full isolation.  

If we all follow the rules, we will minimise the risk to others and keep everyone as safe as possible.  

 

Christmas lunch bookings 

If you haven’t yet booked the Children’s Christmas lunch, time is running out.  

Orders need to be in by Monday 30th November at 12 noon and you need to order via the Microsoft forms 

link sent previously. If you do not book, then your child will need to bring a packed lunch on the day 

as we will only order for those who book by the deadline.  
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The links are:  

Junior school Booking 

 https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AWaCfwi7R0202kvP3JmZdeajBK8FrSBKgaVMJv

RnYolUNE9VREUwRThETTFFU0ZINUROWE1aUzJVSC4u 

 

 Infant school booking 

 https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AWaCfwi7R0202kvP3JmZdRiXePmA4hRHotB8h8

_Qi2dUNzE0VVAwWEczN1BRTFhFM0o0OTM1UEs1Ti4u  

 

 

With many thanks for your ongoing support and understanding. It is a privilege to be part of such a 

supportive school community. 

 

Joanna Pedlow  
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