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Newsletter December 2020  

An end of term thankyou 

A heartfelt thank you to all the families who have been so supportive of us all in this term, which has been 

a challenge for everyone. We know that everyone has had some worries or anxieties, but we are grateful 

to you for trusting us with your children during this pandemic. The messages of support and thanks have 

been much appreciated by all of the staff here. 

Thanks also to the staff for working so hard to welcome all of the children back after the first lockdown 

and for ensuring that all the children have felt as safe and happy as possible. There has been some 

excellent teaching and learning taking place this term and it is a pleasure to see the children making such 

good progress. 

Thank you also to everyone who has embraced the online learning in times of bubble closures. The lessons 

delivered followed exactly what the children would have been doing in school so no one missed out. The 

facility to watch the lessons back on Teams was most useful to all of the children and it was so good to 

maintain that contact with all of the children when they could not be with us.  

It has been a difficult time, and we are so thankful to have had such support from the school community 

to support our children.  

 

Bubble closures 

We, as many schools, have had some bubble closures, but these related to a very small number (4) of 

isolated cases, none of which spread within the bubbles or within the schools. We know the bubble 

closures are difficult for families and children, but we have to act within guidance and thank you for your 

support and understanding with this. 

 

Over Christmas, please make sure you keep to the rules and maintain a vigilance over COVID and 

minimising the risks of infection. The rules for Christmas have been published. It is one bubble of three 

families that is the same throughout the given period. This means if your family see two other 

families/households, this is the complete bubble. No one in that bubble can see any other families.  

The rule of three families is it is three families for the whole of those five days (23rd – 27th 

December). Further information can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/making-a-christmas-bubble-with-friends-and-

family/making-a-christmas-bubble-with-friends-and-family 

 

We do hope everyone has a relaxing Christmas, but we know it will be different and a challenge for some. 

Please do stick to the rules to ensure when we return we can keep everyone as safe as possible. COVID 

does not have a holiday.  

When we return if you or anyone in your household has symptoms, please do all isolate and get a test for 

the symptomatic person as usual. Thankyou.  
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Reporting COVID positive cases in the holidays 

Once we close for the holidays, the Government has an expectation that schools will still act as test and 

trace. This means if your child has a positive test in the holidays, you need to email the account below and 

inform us of it, as we may then have to inform other families if their child needs to isolate.  

If your child develops symptoms in the holidays, please do the following: 

 Begin immediate isolation for all of the family 

 Order a drive through test if possible for the person with symptoms 

 If negative, no further action required 

 If positive, email us immediately as we may have to identify close contacts if it is before the 21st 

December as it goes back over a 48 hour period. The email address is 

covidpositive@toftwoodfederation.co.uk 

 Please ensure you tell us the following: 

1. Your child’s name 

2. Your child’s class 

3. The date the symptoms started 

4. The date of the test 

5. The date of the positive result  

6. A phone number we can contact you on if we have any questions 

 

Please do NOT use this email address for any other questions or communication as it will only be used to 

respond to positive cases. This is purely to inform of any positive cases in our pupils when the schools 

have closed. For all other communication, please use the normal office emails and we will respond when we 

return.  

 

Good news to share 

At our final staff meeting this week, we all talked about all of the positives we have seen this term from 

our children. Everyone shared that the children have adapted well to the new routines, that they were 

working hard and that they were pleased to see the progress the children were making.  

All year groups shared some further positives and successes for their year group that we thought we 

would like to celebrate.  

Reception 

This was their first ever term in school, and many had missed many weeks of pre school in lockdown. The 

teachers are so pleased with how they all settled in.  

The children adapted really well to the online home learning when their bubble closed. It was amazing to 

see them all logging in and taking part. There was a very good take up with the live lessons and interaction 

with this and we were all so happy to see them. 

They came back on Tuesday and were so excited to be back too!  

 

Year 1 

These children missed a lot of their Reception Year and came into Year 1 with a very different style of 

learning. The teachers are so proud of how the children adapted to learning in a classroom with tables in 

rows. This whole class teaching has really supported the children with their learning particularly in Maths 

and English and the teachers are so pleased with the progress they have seen for each child.  

 

Year 2 

Year 2 have been reading quite a challenging book, Michael Morpurgo ‘Coming Home’.  The children have 

been learning all about the features as it is a technical book, looked at grammatical elements, similes and 

sentence length about the migration of animals. The children created poems and created a watercolour 

painting which was very high quality and used lots of painting techniques. The children have also worked 

very hard on their phonics this term and caught up on their missed learning from the first lockdown and 

the teachers are so pleased with all of their hard work.  
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Year 3 

The teachers in Year 3 are so pleased with how the children quickly settled into a new school and the new 

routines. They have settled well to their learning.  

The children have also impressed with their independence in new elements of learning and are able to log-

in to Teams and are ready for on line learning in bubble closure.  

 

Year 4 

Children in Year 4 have been working hard to apply new skills in Design and Technology and have created 

some cake stands. They made them mosaic style, used the process of lamination and then had to ensure 

they were strong enough to support the weight of cupcakes.  

The children have also enjoyed the new RE scheme of learning. 

 

Year 5 

In Design and technology, the children have used the skills of sawing, drilling, drawing and using a glue gun 

to make some impressive Viking long ships. They took a long time to think about the design process and 

what was produced was amazing.  

In Science the investigations the children have carried out have been high quality and equipment has been 

really well looked after and has been sanitised and kept COVID safe. 

  

Year 6 

The children have worked really well, settled well and shown positive behaviours in and out of class. When 

we see the children in class, they are working hard, and showing good behaviours for learning.  

The teachers are particularly pleased with the attitude and the effort they have seen from the children 

in maths which has resulted in good progress. The teachers feel the children are particularly strong in 

this area.   

 

Photos and further information on each year group will be on the website shortly for you to see, as well as 

shared on dojo. Well done to all of the children for showing such resilience, determination, positivity and 

kindness this term.  

 

Managing Anxiety  

We know that lockdown and changes to the way we can see our families has caused some children to feel 

more anxious than usual. The people we work with who support children use the following books to use 

with children.  

My hidden chimp – looking at why we have different emotions and how to understand them, This is a 

workbook that is useful. The link on amazon for this is:  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Hidden-Chimp-author-Paradox/dp/1787413713  

 

No worries – an activity book for children who sometimes feel anxious or stressed. The link on amazon is: 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/No-Worries-Mindful-Kids-

sometimes/dp/1787410870/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=no+worries&qid=1608046950&s=books&sr=1-

1  

 

Starving the anxiety gremlin – a book for adults to work through with a child. This one is ages 5-9 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Starving-Anxiety-Gremlin-Children-

Aged/dp/1849054924/ref=pd_bxgy_img_3/262-9929706-

9299156?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1849054924&pd_rd_r=d151a355-f1ec-4af7-a7eb-

79770713a494&pd_rd_w=lfDUo&pd_rd_wg=ACaq1&pf_rd_p=dcf35746-0212-418b-a148-

30395d107b2d&pf_rd_r=FF5PVAK4MA1VPWK8JYP2&psc=1&refRID=FF5PVAK4MA1VPWK8JYP2  

 

This one is for children aged 10 and over: 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Hidden-Chimp-author-Paradox/dp/1787413713
https://www.amazon.co.uk/No-Worries-Mindful-Kids-sometimes/dp/1787410870/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=no+worries&qid=1608046950&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/No-Worries-Mindful-Kids-sometimes/dp/1787410870/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=no+worries&qid=1608046950&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/No-Worries-Mindful-Kids-sometimes/dp/1787410870/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=no+worries&qid=1608046950&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Starving-Anxiety-Gremlin-Children-Aged/dp/1849054924/ref=pd_bxgy_img_3/262-9929706-9299156?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1849054924&pd_rd_r=d151a355-f1ec-4af7-a7eb-79770713a494&pd_rd_w=lfDUo&pd_rd_wg=ACaq1&pf_rd_p=dcf35746-0212-418b-a148-30395d107b2d&pf_rd_r=FF5PVAK4MA1VPWK8JYP2&psc=1&refRID=FF5PVAK4MA1VPWK8JYP2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Starving-Anxiety-Gremlin-Children-Aged/dp/1849054924/ref=pd_bxgy_img_3/262-9929706-9299156?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1849054924&pd_rd_r=d151a355-f1ec-4af7-a7eb-79770713a494&pd_rd_w=lfDUo&pd_rd_wg=ACaq1&pf_rd_p=dcf35746-0212-418b-a148-30395d107b2d&pf_rd_r=FF5PVAK4MA1VPWK8JYP2&psc=1&refRID=FF5PVAK4MA1VPWK8JYP2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Starving-Anxiety-Gremlin-Children-Aged/dp/1849054924/ref=pd_bxgy_img_3/262-9929706-9299156?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1849054924&pd_rd_r=d151a355-f1ec-4af7-a7eb-79770713a494&pd_rd_w=lfDUo&pd_rd_wg=ACaq1&pf_rd_p=dcf35746-0212-418b-a148-30395d107b2d&pf_rd_r=FF5PVAK4MA1VPWK8JYP2&psc=1&refRID=FF5PVAK4MA1VPWK8JYP2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Starving-Anxiety-Gremlin-Children-Aged/dp/1849054924/ref=pd_bxgy_img_3/262-9929706-9299156?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1849054924&pd_rd_r=d151a355-f1ec-4af7-a7eb-79770713a494&pd_rd_w=lfDUo&pd_rd_wg=ACaq1&pf_rd_p=dcf35746-0212-418b-a148-30395d107b2d&pf_rd_r=FF5PVAK4MA1VPWK8JYP2&psc=1&refRID=FF5PVAK4MA1VPWK8JYP2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Starving-Anxiety-Gremlin-Children-Aged/dp/1849054924/ref=pd_bxgy_img_3/262-9929706-9299156?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1849054924&pd_rd_r=d151a355-f1ec-4af7-a7eb-79770713a494&pd_rd_w=lfDUo&pd_rd_wg=ACaq1&pf_rd_p=dcf35746-0212-418b-a148-30395d107b2d&pf_rd_r=FF5PVAK4MA1VPWK8JYP2&psc=1&refRID=FF5PVAK4MA1VPWK8JYP2


   
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Starving-Anxiety-Gremlin-Behavioural-

Management/dp/1849053413/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=starving+the+anxiety+gremlin&qid=160804

7094&s=books&sr=1-1  

 

We do not promote Amazon as the place you could buy these, but you can at least see them and compare 

prices elsewhere if this is something you think you would like to use at home with your child.  

 

TT Rockstars, Numbots and Purple Mash  

Please remember that as part of our federation your child has access to online resources to support their 

Maths learning at home and they can earn dojos for using them!  

TT Rockstars helps develop recall of times tables facts. This is only for Years 1-6.  

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student 

 

Numbots is focused on developing number and calculation 

skills. https://play.numbots.com/#/account/school-login-type This is for Years 1 upwards.  

 

Numbots and TT Rockstars use the same log in and password.  

 

Purple Mash (Years 1-6) has a variety of tools and games, but there are specific ones for Maths, in 

particular the Multiplication game is useful as you can choose the times tables to focus on and the speed 

in which the questions are asked.  

 

We recommend your child uses these for 30 minutes per week as part of their home learning. However, it 

works best when broken into smaller sessions, for example 10 minutes, 3 times a week.  

 

If your child uses these online resources at home, please let your teacher know via dojo, as they can earn 

dojo points for home learning. 

Please ask your child’s class teacher if you have any questions or need help logging in to these websites.  

 

 

News for Mrs Cudby’s Class 

We are very pleased to say that Mrs Maddy Dring is joining us for her teaching placement in the Spring 

term. She will be on placement from Tues 12th Jan- Fri 26th March. She will be working closely with Mrs 

Cudby, who remains the class teacher, and they will be working together to teach the children. She has 

already ‘met’ the children online in a virtual story session, so they have seen her on screen. We look 

forward to welcoming her to LC1 and working with her. 

 

Microsoft Free Online Winter Workshops 

Microsoft are offering free Winter Workshops over the Christmas break. Keep your children entertained 

and expand their digital skills with creative workshops taught live by a Microsoft associate. They have 

over 55 workshops available including: 

·         Learn how to code and create your own video game 

·         STEM 

·         Minecraft Workshops 

Follow the link below to find out more and how to register for the winter workshops. 

https://bit.ly/3oJN9lg 

Thanks to Mr Monks for sharing this with us 

 

Stem day 

The children had a busy and exciting STEM day on the 1st December, with many exciting learning 

opportunities. Thank you to Mrs Cudby and Mr Jacklin who coordinated this and to all of those who made 

it happen for the children. Information on this will be on the website soon.  
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Federation School Council - Family Christmas Quiz 

A huge thank you to all the children and their families who took part in our Federation Christmas Quiz. 

We had 135 entries with so many families getting all the answers correct. We hope you had fun doing it, 

the School Council definitely had fun collecting all the quiz questions! 

Congratulations to Daisy Moulding and her family ( from HTR) who were drawn as our quiz winners. A prize 

is on its way to you and everyone who took part will receive a Dojo! 

Merry Christmas from the Federation School Council.  

 

You’re not alone this Christmas: Mental Health Campaign  

A new mental health campaign, Not Alone, has been launched to help people who will find this Christmas 

particularly difficult to deal with. Norfolk County Council, the Norfolk and Suffolk NHS Foundation 

Trust, local mental health charity, Norfolk and Waveney Mind, and the county’s NHS Norfolk and 

Waveney Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) are working in partnership with the support of Archant to 

encourage people to reach out to those who may be struggling. Christmas is often a difficult time of year 

for people and, with measures in place to prevent the spread of coronavirus, we may not be able to do the 

things we normally do and to be with friends and family, especially if they are vulnerable and feel they 

need to be alone to be safe, this year.  

The campaign offers support and advice, via an e-card. This digital card can be sent to people who may be 

struggling, to show that they are being thought of and to signpost them to a range of services that can 

give them some extra help and support. A paper version of the card will also be free in next Friday’s 

edition of the EDP and Evening News.  

To send the e-card to someone, please use this link 

https://t.email.archant.co.uk/lp/notalonethischristmas  

One of the available services is the NHS Wellbeing Service, which offers a range of talking therapies, 

employment support, peer support and social activities by telephone, video call, instant messaging and 

webinar. The service is for anyone experiencing common mental health and emotional issues, such as low 

mood, depression or stress. People can self-refer by visiting www.wellbeingnands.co.uk or by calling: 0300 

123 1503. 

 

All change 

So, at the end of term we say goodbye to Mrs Borgars and Miss Paul who leave to take on new adventures. 

We thank them both for all they have done for the school and the children and wish them well for their 

next steps in their lives.  

We will be saying ‘hello’ to Mrs Kim in January, and CP3 will then become ZK3.  

 

Thank you for your support this term. We wish all of our children and families a peaceful and restful 

break and look forward to seeing the children again on Monday 4th January 2021.  
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