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24th February 2021 

Wider opening of schools to all pupils  

Dear parents/carers 

As you will have seen, the Prime Minister announced a return to school for all pupils on March 8th. 

Before we share the information on that with you, we would like to thank you for the commitment you 

have given in supporting your children with their learning at home. We know it is a challenge, juggling 

working at home, more than one child and all the other pressures of family life in a pandemic, but we also 

know of all the families that have done their very best and we have seen some excellent engagement, 

support, learning and progress from the children as a result of the commitment of their family to their 

learning. We are truly grateful. 

We know from the feedback we have had, that the live lessons have been well received by families, as the 

teacher has been delivering the lesson and families have not needed to do that for their children. For us, 

we felt it important to teach our children in this way, to interact with them and to be able to give 

feedback and support. We also ran interventions for some children for additional support, and those that 

took up that offer and engaged in them truly benefited from them. We also know that some families have 

been catching up in the evenings with the recorded lessons, as have many of our staff with their own 

children, and we appreciate the commitment shown there also. 

There is much talk of children being 'behind' in the press and on social media. Our children have been 

taught exactly the same curriculum as they would have been if they were in school, so if your child 

engaged with the lessons, either live or recorded, please be assured they will have made progress and will 

continue to do so. 

When the children return, the three weeks remaining will be based on retrieval work on that teaching, on 

ensuring that what we taught has been remembered by the children and they can apply it to their learning 

independently without the support given at home and providing opportunities to apply that work in school. 

It is not enough just to learn more or complete a piece of work, children have to remember more over 

time, so those three weeks will give us opportunities to really embed that learning in their memory so 

they can continue to build on their progress. If the children have any gaps, we will work on them, and we 

will extend those who have no gaps in their learning. For those who may not have engaged fully, they will 

evidently have more work to do, so we will prepare some work that will benefit them to complete at home 

or set it on my maths or purple mash etc. 
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I am aware, having spoken with many other schools and parents, that live lessons on a daily basis and 

intervention sessions have not been the provision in all schools. For us, this was the best solution, each 

child had their own school adults and they could track their progress and support them. It is very 

challenging delivering live lessons, and it is certainly not an easy option, but we truly feel it was best for 

our children and families. If we have any further lockdowns or whole bubble closures, we will be using this 

method of teaching. An enormous and heartfelt thank you goes to all of our staff who have been in work 

every school day throughout lockdown, teaching and supporting their children. 

 

So, on to the 8th March! 

The Government has said all schools will open fully on the 8th March. All arrangements we had in place 

previoulsy remain in place, including staggered start and finish times. All of our sanitising, bubbles and 

other COVID safe arrangements also remain in place, but we have updated our guidance for parents and it 

can all be found on our wensite under this link. There is a lot to read, so please take the next few days to 

read these and ensure you know what the reuqirements are. 

The link to see all of the information is: 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/covid-routines-and-systems-for-parents-carers/ 

You will find on there: 

Routines for parents - this has been updated since we were last in school so please do read it thoroughly 

as it has important information for you 

Arrival and leaving routines - minor changes for Reception and Year 3 

Collection diagram for all year groups - no changes 

A guide for parents and carers to reading and the library - no changes. Please note library days may 

change but we will let you know if this happens 

A guide to class dojo - no changes 

Welcome to class dojo parent information - no changes 

Federation remote learning code of conduct - no changes 

Hoots breakfast, after school and holiday club - no changes 

Toftwood Federation remote education provision - no changes 

There are also two powerpoints with photos you could share with your child. Some new photos have been 

added. 

Coming into school powerpoint - useful to refresh your child's mind with what things look like if they 

are worried or just forgetful! 

What does it look like inside the federation powerpoint - useful to refresh their minds or show them 

if they are new to us (This is being updated today but will be there by Thursday 25th) 

 



   

 

Just a few important points: 

The Government expectation is that ALL children attend, unless they themselves are classified as 

CEV and have a shielding letter. Schools have been informed we should ensure families are aware that 

all children must attend and the statutory obligation for this is in place from that date. If you have a CEV 

family member, the Government expectation is that your child continues to attend. 

Full uniform is required as usual.Please check your child's uniform this week and replace if they have 

outgrown it etc. You can buy from Tesco or other supermarkets and Birds click and collect. Summer 

dresses etc can be worn in line with our uniform requirements. Please see 

https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/parents/school-uniform/ 

A hard plastic lunch box is required if your child brings a packed lunch. Please wash this thoroughly 

every night in hot soapy water 

Check your child's start and finish times. Most have remained the same but Reception should arrive 

between 9 and 9.10 and be collected at 2.55. Year 3 should be collected at 3.20pm. 

Please send your child with hand sanitiser in a named bottle. 

No large bags or rucksacks and no toys/keyrings etc should be hanging from them please. 

If anyone in your household or bubble has symptoms, continue to follow guidance and the whole 

household should isolate immediately. Book a test for the person with symptoms and follow further 

guidance. 

Continue to follow all Government guidance on social distancing and not mixing with households. 

Please continue to wear a mask on drop off and collection also. 

Please park considerately as always, not on the zig zags or double yellow lines and do not turn in 

the entrances as children are walking there. 

The Government guidance says only ONE other household/person can collect your child as a child 

care bubble, so please ensure you follow this and keep everyone safe by not exposing your child to 

multiple people. 

If you have any questions, please do contact us via email or telephone. We look forward to seeing your 

child/children next week. 

Best wishes 

 

Joanna Pedlow 

 

 

 


